


 
 
Montevideo, 14 September 2006 
 
 
 
Mr. Pablo Mandeville 
UN Resident Coordinator 
Resident Representative of UNDP in Uruguay 
 
 
 
I have the pleasure of getting in touch with you again to express the support 
from the Government of Uruguay and provide my endorsement to the MSP 
entitled “Programa de Energía Eolica en Uruguay” (Uruguay Wind 
Energy Programme-UWEP). 
 
All the projects related to alternative and renewable energy resources are of 
great importance to this country.  For this reason, the governmental 
authorities are willing to utilize these RAF funds for their execution. 
 
Uruguay trusts that it can start executing this project in 2006, but as this has 
not been possible, we surely hope to start at the beginning of next year 2007. 
 
Thank you very much for your cooperation, 
 
 
Roberto Elissalde 
Government Focal Point 
Ministry of Housing, Land-use Planning and Environment 
 
 



 
 
Montevideo, 20 February 2007 
 
 
 
Ms. Monique Barbut 
Global Environment Facility CEO 
 
 
 
I have the pleasure of getting in touch with you again to express my total 
support and endorsement to both of the energy projects presented by the 
Republic of Uruguay and which correspond to the climate change focal area.  
We are talking about the MSP “Produccion de la Energía de Biomasa en 
Uruguay” (Uruguay Biomass Power Production Project) and of the MSP 
entitled “Programa de Energía Eolica en Uruguay” (Uruguay Wind 
Energy Programme-UWEP). 
 
As it is true that both are of strategic character for this country and in special 
consideration to the resource situation of the GEF at the moment, the 
National government is willing to prioritize temporarily between them.  
Under this alternative, our priority will be the Wind Energy Program. 
  
Nevertheless, the National Government expects that the approval of the 
Wind Energy Program will not be an obstacle for the rapid approval of the 
Biomass Power Production Project, just as you mentioned in your letter 
dated 21 august 2006.  
 
With special regards, attentively, 
 
 
Roberto Elissalde 
Government Focal Point 
Ministry of Housing, Land-use Planning and Environment 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Montevideo, 20 de febrero de 2007 
 
Sra. Monique Barbut 
CEO Fondo Mundial para el Medio Ambiente 
 
 
Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a usted para dar el total respaldo y endoso a los dos 
proyectos de energía presentados por la República Oriental del Uruguay que 
corresponden al área focal de cambio climático. Se trata del MSP "Producción de 
Energía de la Biomasa en Uruguay" (Uruguay Biomass Power Production Project) y del 
MSP "Programa de Energía Eólica en Uruguay" (Uruguay Wind Energy Programme-
UWEP). 
 
Si bien ambos revisten carácter de estratégicos para el país y en especial consideración a 
la situación de recursos del FNAM en estos momentos, el gobierno nacional está 
dispuesto a priorizar temporalmente entre ambos. En esta alternativa, la prioridad sería 
para el programa de energía eólica.  
 
De todas maneras, el gobierno nacional  espera que la aprobación del programa de 
energía eólica no sea un obstáculo para la rápida concreción del proyecto de producción 
de energía de biomasa, tal como había sido acordado por usted en su carta del día 21 de 
agosto de 2006. 
 
Saluda a usted muy atentamente 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Roberto Elissalde 
Punto Focal Operacional GEF 
Ministerio de Vivienda, Ordenamiento 
Territorial y Medio Ambiente 
Uruguay 
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August 2 1,2006 

Mr. Roberto Elissalde 
Point Focal Operationnel GEF 
Uruguay 
relissalde@mvotma.gu b.uy 

Dear Mr. Elissalde: 

I would like to thank you very much for your note and your inquiry regarding the two 
proposals submitted by Uruguay in the climate change focal area. These two medium-size 
proposals (MSPYs&the Uruguay Biomass Power Production Project and the Uruguay Wind 
Energy Program-were submitted to the GEF Secretariat by UNDP in April of this year. 

Both projects were reviewed by the staff members here at the Secretariat responsible for 
overseeing renewable energy projects. These reviews were provided back to UNDP who should 
have shared them with your colleagues. In the one case, some small adjustments were needed, 
and these were made in a timely fashion. In the other instance, the suggestions made in the 
review sheet were considered so minor as to be optional. I am pleased to say that both proposals 
have since been technically approved for work program entry by the Secretariat. Our staff felt 
that both were interesting and innovative projects and will go a long way toward spurring 
Uruguay's renewable energy market into long-term growth. 

Unfortunately, due to the fact that they were not submitted until late in the GEF3 
Replenishment Cycle, I am afiaid to say that there are presently no funds available for either 
project, even though they have been technically cleared. The GEF will be unable to fund them 
until GEF-4 is declared to be effective, an event which we anticipate happening later this year. 

As with all other technically-cleared but unfunded MSP's, I would encourage you to re- 
evaluate them in the larger context of your priorities for climate change and the resources that 
will be made available to Uruguay during GEF-4 under the Resource Allocation Framework 
(RAF). If these projects remain a top priority for you amid the multiple demands emerging from 
your other local stakeholders, I am sure that they can be funded early in the period of GEF-4. 

Again, I thank you again for your note, and I look forward to seeing you in Cape Town 
later this month. 





 
Montevideo, December 5th 2005. 

 
Mr. Pablo Mandeville 
Resident Coordinator of the 
United Nations  
Present 
   Subject: Project PNUD/GEF- MSP (Medium Size Project) 
        “Wind Energy Programme WEP) “ 
 
With my greatest consideration: 
 
  The Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining (MIEM) of Uruguay 
hereby communicates its interest in the promotion and support of projects of power 
generation from renewable sources of energy (like wind power, biomass, mini and 
micro hydro). 
 
  The National Directorate of Energy and Nuclear Technology 
(DNETN) of the MIEM is elaborating a Decree proposal that promotes the 
generation of wind power by the private sector and its sale to the National Electric 
Utility UTE.- This mechanism is based on the advantages that these projects 
present to the country, such as: diversification of the energy matrix through the use 
of native resources with the consequent improvement in terms of income flow; 
increase of local  employment; contribution to sustainable development and 
reduction emissions of green house gases. 
 
  On the other hand, on last November 29th an Agreement was signed 
between Uruguay and Spain, in relation to the external debt conversion of 10.8 
million dollars of public funds. In this agreement the incorporation of 10 MW 
installed of wind power was approved, a project that will be executed by UTE.   
 
  As exposed and within the framework of UNDP/GEF- MSP “Wind 
Energy Programme (WEP)” the MIEM assures that by the two actions mentioned 
above a related amount of investment at least of 5.750.000 USD in wind power 
generation will be obtained. 
 
  Wind Power is visualized as a competitive option in the medium and 
long terms and, on the basis of learned lessons and barriers removed during the 
execution of mentioned project GEF, the MIEM- through the DNETN plans that in 
the mid term, about 30 MW of wind power capacity will be installed.  
 
  On the other hand, the MIEM wishes to express their commitment  in 
the co-financing to the referred GEF Project, by means of the participation of the 
technical staff of their National Directorate of Energy and Nuclear Technology and 
as well as through the actions developed by UTE. We understand that the referred 
resources could be considered as in-kind contribution and amounts to the sum of 
225.000 USD. 
 
  With kind regards,  
      Jorge Lepra 
     Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining 






