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Faxeentive Summary

the Goverament of Jamaica places a high priorily on the conservation and sustainable nse of i
btological resources,

A high level of endemism characterizes the biological diversity of Jamaica, which has a varicty of
ecosystems, (he most significant beig mungraves, coral reefs, wetlands, dry and wet limestone
forests. montane cloud forests, rain torests and elfin woodtands,

Jamaica's economy is dependent on its natural resources as the mair cconomic ac:ivities are bauxite
numng. tourism and agriculture.

Famatca signed the Convention on Bwtogical Diversity (CBDYon T June, 1992 and acecded 1 the
Convention on 6 Jancary. 1995 The focal point for the Clearing House Mechaism of tx
Convention is within the Institute of Jamaica whose Natwral [History Department is the repositon
of information and specimens of Jamaica's fMora and launa.

b order to meet the requirements of Article 6 of the Convention. Jamaica has subminted to 1h
Global Fnvironmental Fucility (GEF) ar enabling activity  proposal in Biodiversity tor the
preparation ot the first national report as wetl as a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plar
(NBSAP).

"Phe principal tasks ol this project will be Lo

1 conduct a comprchensive assessment ol the existing information on
biodiversity in Jamaica:

2) implement a participatory, strategic planning process and develop prioritjes
for action in protecting Jamaica’s biodiversity. culminating in a NBSADP:

3) conduct a public ilormation campaign 0 cncourage osarticipation in the
strategic planning excreises:

4} prepare the first National Report for submission to the Conterence of Parties

The process of preparing the GEF/UNDP project proposat involvee the participation of Government

Ministries and agencies, the University of the West Indics and Non-Governmental Organisations.
The projeet features islandwide consultation with represemtatives ol each parish,

The project 1s to start in March/Aprit, 1998 and will Tast for twelve months. The lirst national repost

From the draft project proposal to the GLEF/UNDP



15 to be submtted by the Tourth month of the project.

A team of national consultants led by a praject team leader will conduct the initial srockiaking and
asscssment of existing information Using the results of this assessment. they will work
collaboratively with the National Stecring Commitiee 1o prepare a detailed “first deaft” owtling of tac
strategy. This draft will outline the preset status of the country’s key biodiversity rescurees ang
related sectors and detine specitic goals and objectives tor the net five years covering a rnge ol
sectors including ecoromic development. forestry, fisherics. tourism and protected areas.

The draft strategy will form the basis of local consullations with interested stakceholders. durg
which persons witl be nominated to participate in the national consultation on the final draft of e
NBSAP,

The Natural Pesources Conservation Autbority INRCA), estabtished under the NRUA Act, 1991 5,
the Government’s lead environmental management agency. empowered to “take such steps 28 e
necessary tor the elicient management of the physical management ol Jumaica <o as o ensure Uw
conservation, protection and proper use olits natural resources.”

The NRCA will be responsible for coordination of the GEL project in collaboration with the
biodiversity focal point. The project steer:ng committee will include the Ministry of Environment
and Housing, the University, the private sector, NGOs as well as agencies and Ministries rosponsiblc
tor planning, cconomice development and science and fechnology.

Jamaica has developed or s in the process of developing several policies relative to natural resources
- for example. the National Land Policy (1996), the National System of Parks and Protected Arees
(1997), the Forest Land Use Policy and the new Forest Act (1996), the Water Resources Act (1998
anct the draft Iisheries Bill Severa] pieces ol legislaton concerning natural resources are being
reviewed. A National Industrial Policy has also been developed which mcorporates information
pertnent 1o natural resourees usc.

ln 1996797, the Sustéinable Development Council ol Jamaica was cstablished to assisc in e
development and shaping of policics and programmes for the cifective management of e
environment.

An annual state of the environment repert is produced as well ax {hree-year Jumaica Natonal
Environmental Action Plan which outline the programmes and projects to deal with ervironmens
{SSUCS.

I he interin report describes the importance of biodiversity to the country and its Tocal communitics
and outlines some of the action taken to implement the Convention on Biologieal Diversity,



FNTRODUCTION
The importance of biodiversity to Jamaica and its local comniunities

A bigh level of endemism characterizes the Biological diversity of Jamaici. For Jamaica,

as a small island Staie with a fragile ecosystem, its biodivers’ty has both an ceologicat an:

ceonomical value, Leologically 1t s supparled by varied ecosystems such us mengroves and cora
reefs in the coastal zones, and the dry and wet Hoestone. and clfia forest on the coast and infanc
arcas.  These ceosystems protect the island from rising sea levels, the impact of hurricane:
carthquakes and heavy ramfalls, The naticnal mierest also reguires that Jamaica supports research
and monitoring of global warming and its cffects sca level rise.

I terms 7 economics, biological resources contribute o the island's social and economic
development, for exaraplie in the leading teunism and agriculture sectors, Tourisin is the leading
foreign exchange carner and a potential growth sector. Local communities realize that jobs cur
be created and that the attractivencss of rural areas can be enhanced through sustainuble cconomic
growth. This can be accomplished by means of eco-tourism sites, srotected areas that conserve the
diversity of specics, and ceosysteins which provide timber. fisheries. flora. hydrolopy and materiu
for medicinal usc.

Tamaica’s coral reefs are commercially mmportant for two main zcasons; most of Jamatca’s artisan:a
fishermen use traps to capture reet fish and secondly the reefs are important dive sites for watar

sposts operations in the tourism industry. Over the vears there has been extensive degradation of

Jumaica's coral reefs, leading 1o decreases in ish catches and inc-eases in visitor dissatisfaction
The tmportance of sea grass beds in the growth cycles of fish, Tobster and other commercialhy
aportant species is recopnized by scientists and other users of the resources. Both flora and {aune
have been recognized [or their contribution to the ceological balance in the istand’s ceosystem

Forests and other woodlands account tfor approximately forty-five percent (45%) ot the island.

maostly i arcas of rupged terrain such as the Blue Mountaing and Cockpit Countey as well as in the

cry and hilly uplands tn the southem, western and north- western parts of Jamaica. Fow lerge arecs

of virgin | rest exist in Jamaica which is now comprised mainly of ruinate or sccondary growth

Approximately twenty-six percent (26%) ol the natural forests contribute 1o sustained timber

production. Jhe prospects for industrial uses of domestic timber for major forest products are
minimal.

Biological Resources cannot be conserved without the active purticipation of Jocal conumunities
the deciston making process and management. Iy recent years several Jamatcan famamcas
Eovironmental Non-Governmental Orparisations (ENGOYS) have been established and there are
ENGOs in most of the parishes o Jamaica, There are somie NGOs that focus speaifically on flore
or fauna conservation, for example the Goss RBird Club. the Jamaica Natural History Society ang
the Friends of the Hope Zoo. An umbrella Organisation, the National Environmenial Societies

Trust, represents over 40 NGOs. At the center of the expanding ENGO movement in Jamaica there

arc a number of eritical factors including:



t A growing number of parish-based cnvironmental protection agencies.

2 The ongoing activities of a numbers of multi-parish and national environmental
organisations.

The GOJAISATD Develapment of Loviconmental Management Organisation (DFMOT Project and
the CIDA Environmental Action (ENACT) programme are providing assistance with institutiona
strengthening and capacity development to some ENGOs

Jamaica's Commitment to the Provisions of the Convention

Stnee joining the Convertion on Biological Diversity (CBD), Jamaica has become a Party to other
irmportant environmeital  conventions  such as the Convention on Internationad Trade 1o
Fndangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITEHS) and the Convention on Wetlands ol
International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention).  Jamaica also
became a member of the World Conservation Union (1UCN)Y in 1996,

The estab-ishment of a systermn ol protected areas, restoration of degraded ecosystems, control < f
alien spectes and ex ity conservation programmes are being carried out by the NRCAL at tow
botanical gardens and through captive braeding programmes at the Tope Zoo. Plans are wlso e
progress to establish gene banks for Jamaican germ plasm.  In termes of i sin conscrvatinn

management plans for priority protected arcas which include Palisadocs/Port Royal. Portland Ridpe
and Bight. Hellshive Hills, Black River Fower Morass, Yallahs and Ocho Rios wre being prepares
or have been submitted to the Naturat Resources Conservation Authority - the lead environmentad
management ageney - for review.  These sites will be declared and  management authority
delegated to ENGOs &5 appropriate,

The Blue and John Crown Mountains Netional Park and the Montepo Bay Marine Park have
already been declared and management delegated to two NGOs,

An atlas of integrated approach to coaste] zone management. sponsorcd by the Goverament ot
sweden, has provided a hase for further research and monitoring of Jamaica's coastal resources.

In terms of the tervestrial conservation policies and plans, this bas been addressed in the Jamace
National Foresuy Action Plan, Mangrove and Coastal Wetlands Policy, A System of Proteeted
Areas Polry. Watersied Policy, Land Usc Policy. Protected Animals in Captivity Policy and
managemuent plans for endangered specien,

Biodiversity cannot be conserved or used  sustainably without charging the attitudes ol the people
As such the promotion of public awareness and education on the conservation and sustanaable use
of the biological resowrces is being pursucd by the (ormulation and implementation o' a National
Favironmental Education Policy.  This policy s being prepared by a National Lnvironmenti
I ducation Committee,



The legal framework for undertaking Fnvironmental Impact Assessment is provided undor the
Natural Resources Conservation Authority Act. 1991, In January. 1997 Regulations for a Permia
and Licence Systent {or the use of Jamaica's resources were also cnacted. Proposed amendmients
to the Wild Life Protection Act and the Trade in Endangered Species Convention (1Bill) have beer
dralted. A new Forestry Act was enacted and @ Fisheries Industry (Bilh) has been preparcd.
Regulations governing the importation of plants genetically modilied were enacted in 1997,

Fhe transfer of technoiogy and biotechnology is being tostered by the Scientific Research Council,
University of Technology. University of the West Indies and the Scientific and Technologica
Couneil, These new technological developments are transterred o both the private sector and
community groups tor captal mvestment.

Training and research programies lor the conservation and sustainable usc of hodiversity are
{ucilated by several projects.

GOALS AND OBIECTIVES

Coals

Ihe visior for biodiversity is cmbodicd in the statement of objectives enunciated m the tyrce-yveor
Jamaica M ational nvironmental Action I'lan of 1995 1997 as ollows:

n Lnsuring that renewable resources mcluding forests and wildhfe are used m a sustainable
manner.
n Protecting and preserving the marire environment and teeritonal waters within the Fixclusiv

Feonomic Zonre.

u Promoting the research and developroent of appropriate technology that is environmentally
friendty. :
u Promoting socio-cconomic and techmeal research as it refates to the desvelopment and use

of natural resources of the enviromment.
Objectives

Several objectives for biological diversity programmes for the implenentation ol the Convention
are establl hed up w the year 2004, They include:

§]



1.0 Articles 7 and 8 -~ Identification and monitoring; in situ conservation

Implement natural resource  assessments  (ineluding the development of a national  dute
bank/network) to guide the preparation ol environmental management plans and declaration «f
national parks and protected areas.

2.0

2.1

2.2

4.0

4.1

4.2

6.0

7.4

7.1

Article 8 - In situ conservalion

Enforce compliance with the environmental regulations including cstablishment of «
national monttoring and surveillance svstem.

Expund the system of protected areus and complete the lormulation process of
guidchines for managerent of protected areas.

Articles 8 and YV - in siti and ex uify conservation

Promote the creation ol finaneial mechanism o ensure the hnancial sustamability of
environmental management.

Article 9 - ex situ conservation
Evblish gene hanks and vescuc contres tor flora and fauna,

Regulate and manage the collection of biotogical resources from natural habitats throueh
tegislation. '

Prepare and implement management/recovery plans for threatened Bora and fauna
Article 10 - Sustainabie use of components of biolegical diversity

Fstablish  environmental  management systems  and  nepotiate partnerships  with
public/privale/NGO/CIBO entities in the operational management of these systems.,

Article {1 - Incentive measures

Broker cconomic incentives to cpocourage existing development (o re-teoling, 0
sustainable operation (pothution and re-cycling).

Article 13 - Public education

A sist the publie, private and NGO/CBO seclors o define their respective roles m the
achicvement of an environmental sustainable future for thelr particular organisation/sector



7.2 Izstablish a public cducation campuign 10 inform the public. private and NGO/CIO secters.
about the requirements ol international treatics and conventions,
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