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Ministry of Finance, People’s Republic of China

Septeraber 1, 2005
M. Ahmed Djoghlaf

Assistant Executive Director and Directot.

Division of Global Bovironment Facility (GEF) Coordination

~ United Nations Envitonment Programme

p.0.Box 30552,

Wairobi, Kenya

Tel: +H{254 20) 623257

Fax: (254 20) 624 0417624 617

Dear Mr. Djoghlaf

As the Operational Focal Point of GEF i Chinz, 1 endorse the UNEP/GEF-IPGRI project on

“Conservation and Use of Crop Genetic Diversity to Control Pests and Discases in Support of Susiainable

. Agriculture.” China has participated from the beginning of the plarming phase in developing this jomt

project with national partnérs from Beuador, Moroceo, and Uganda, UNEP-GEF and the International Plant
Genetic Resources instinute @PGRI). The national project implementation agency in China will e the
imnan Agrloultural University, Kunming. B

The proposed projoct fits well with the pricrities artioulated in the GEF Operational Prograsmne 13:
#Cgnservation and sustainable use of biologjcal diversity important to sgriculture.” Conservation of
Chinese crop geoetic diversity is @ main concerm of agriculiure research and developrment in China. The
§rnjcﬂ fits within China’s national agenda for in sitit conservaiion of agricultural craps. The selected
project target Crops: rice, faba beat, barley and maize 219 the basis for food secutity and agricultural
income generation for the local poor in southwestern China, where the project is Jocated. These target crops
otili contain high genetic diversity in southwestern China’s traditional agroecosysters, and the conservation
of this important resoures is key to China’s and global food security.

China is also equally concerned on the reduction of pesticide use in the coumtry t@ protect environment and
fmprove human health. The proposed project results will also serve as 8 model to implement similar
ipitiatives on other cTOPS- In addition to this, the usc of intra-specific crop diversity to control pest and
diseases wilt reduce pesticides use in the coutry and in furm production COSiS. These strategic objectives
wall contribute fo Increase ihe sustaipability of agriculture production as well as impiove ecosystem health

in China.
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The gavermment of China has already cadorsed the FDF B phase of this project and 1 again endorse the full
project proposal developed by the Chinese partuers in collaboration with npational partners from Eeuador,
Moroceo aud Uganda, 1 also confirm Chinesé commitments and i cooperation with national partners
fiom Eeuador, Morocce and Uganda for the success of this project and would be grateful if you facilitate
appraval of funding for this important project.

* Yours Sincerely

o~ =

y

WU Jinkang

Director

TF] Division IV
Tnterational Department

cc: Ms. Marieta Sakalian; UNEF/GEF Project Manageuent Officer; P.O Bax 30552, Nairobi, Keny2
Tel: +2542 623257 : o
Fax: +2542 6236961624041
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‘Mr.,
Abhmed Djoghlaf
Agssistant executive director an director
Division of Global Environment Facility (GEF) Coodination - >
UNEP
United Nations Environment Programme . F
. DIVISION OF GEF
- P.O.Box 30552, CCORPINATION
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- ' 2 4 AUG 2005
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Dear Mr. Djoghlaf: FILE ih: - -
- 1308 he “Div- R

As Operational Focal Point for GEF in Eeuador, I Would like to endorse and to provide all
necessary support to the project entitle “Conservation and Use or Crop Genetic Diversity to
Control Pests and Diseases in Support of Sustainable Agriculture”, which has been developed
jointly by national partners from China, Moroco, Uganda and Ecvador. In Ecvador, the project
will be implemented by The national Autonomous Institute of Agricultural Research (INIAP)
whit suppor from local national partners together with UNEP-GEF and Intematlonal Plant
Genetic Resources Institute (TPGRI).

The Environment Ministry well to take action as member the National Steering Committees and
it is assume to make the follow up to this project in Ecuador.

The proposed project fist with the priorities articuled in GEF operational programme 13
“Conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to agriculture” and will
‘support the objective “to promote the positive and mitigate the negative impacts of agriculture
systems and practice on biological diversity in agroecosystem and their interface with other
ecosystems; the conservation and sustainable use genetic resources of actual and potential value
for food and agricultare”. :

Conservation of crop genetic diversity and reduction of pesticide use are main concerns of
Agncuiture research and development in Ecuador. The project fist well with in situ conservation
priorities in Ecuador specially for crops such as maize and common bean for which crop genetic
diversity is still high in our traditional agro ecosystem system. The project also aims to enhance
the conservation ad use of faba bean and plantain genetic resources, which are important crops

Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Ed. Ministerio de Agricultura, 7Tmo..y 8vo, piso, Quito — Ecuador
* Teléfonos: (593-2) 2563429 — 2563430-2529845 [ Fax: 2500041 / www.ambiente. gov.ec .




ministerio del

- | ambiente
REPUBLICA DEL ECUADOR Hepdbioa del Ecusdor

for food security in Ecuador. Project results will also serve as a model to implement similar
initiatives on other crops. In addition to this, the use of intra specific crop diversity to conirol
pest and diseases will reduce pesticides use in the country and in turn production cost. This
strategic objectives will contribute to increase the sustamablhty of agriculture productions as
well as improve ecosystem health in Ecvador.

I confirm Ecuadorian’s commitments and full cooperation with national partners from China,
Moroco and Uganda for the success of this project and would be grateful if you facilitate
approval of funding for this important project.

Copy to: Ms. Marieta Sakalian

Project Management Officer/Biodiversity
Division of Global Environment Programme
P.0O. Box 30552,

Nairobi, Kenya

" Tel: +(254 20) 624 352

Fax: +H(254 20) 624 041 717

Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Ed. Ministerio de Agriculturs, 7mo. y $vo. piso, Quito - Ecuador
Teléfonos: (593-2) 2563429 — 2563430-2529845 / Fax: 2500041 / www.ambiente.gov.ec
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wire Almed DFOGHLAF

UNEP 1869
GEF Unit UNEP Exevrutive Coordlinasior .

Fax: +234-2.520.823

EMENT LETTER

Subject: Conservasion and Use of Crop Diversity te Comtrel Pest and Discases in suppon of
Suszrainable Agriculinre

Pegr My, Djoghial,

Thiz 2 1 infoem vou that in my eapacite a3 GEF Operationad Fooal Point for Idoraces 1 foraal Iy emlorse
the praject proposal emtithed “Conservation and Use of ’pr Ciepetic Disersity to Contecl Pests and
Dizemses in Suppos of Sustainable i_wmwlwr» v This pecest is entiveby i the scope of the Maorcccan
strategy for development of agricefural seetor, ruml development, and sustainablc manigemend af
pational resources.,

The project Is in bine with pricrities of GEF Qperational Programme 13 “Cogzervation and sustaieshle
usz of bislogical diversity itnporrant to agriculiure”, and will support GEF OPE3 alyjective “to pramaore
the posifive and mrtiaste the negative impacis of agricelural systems and practices on bislagical
hivtnily i apyo-coomysiems”

The project bas ap inpovative approach to the problem of crop genetic diversily senmseovation in
agroccosystems theough s management e contro] pests and discases, It will assist Morocean Farmess o
w!.;:;mmah«[%, mitsagenent of crop diversity 10 maintain yizld stabiliey of the faba bean and bardes. 7we
maior food sources of 8 large. pqu]ﬂimu parizculacly in marginal 2ones,

The achievement of this project mil spport sustainable agricultore, enbance Seod sectrity; provide tow-
cost optiong for pest and disease control 1o firmers in Moroceo, By eechichne pesticids vse. R will
mprove eeosvaien health.

The project will suppert Moroceo's efferts 1o Il i obligations to the Convention on Bizdgpical
Diversity as it supponts directly all objertives of the CBD programime of work om s’rrzmﬁaurﬁal
bindiversity, adopied theeugh decision Wi3 af the fifth meting of the Conference of the Pastics af the
Convention on Bivtogical Diversity (OB, and relatey directty o cach of four oljsctives of e CBD
programme of work for :af.nmzinlml biodiversity.

Faral] these considesaiions, T would fhes very much appreciate i you would faeilinde 1he appraval of this
impartint project peoposad by UNEP/GEF.
Yaurs Rincenely, ' . f
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‘Ministry of Finance,

Tetephones: Kampala 2347005 (6 inds) Planning: and Eccm mic
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Fax; wampata 23R
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_‘i‘eiegrsms “EINSECT A : Kampala
v any corresaondeite oo Ug;a?"ﬁ'tiﬁ;

‘this, smlezzt pie;aw@e Guivts N FAE} 515!245331 L
Tril REVUBLIC OF UGANDA

5 August 2003

Mr. Ahmed Djoghiaf
Executive Coordinator
UNEF/GEE. Gi}mémalmn Ciffice
PO, Box 39:33.;

Nairobi, E\.Eﬁ*&*ﬁ

RE: EN DORSE "&’IE“‘Q'l OF THE PROJECT Q\E SCONS ERVATION AND USE. OF
CROP GENETIC DIVERSITY TO CON TROL. PESTS AND DISEASES IN Sﬁl"l’@iﬁ.
OF SUST, AINABLE AGRICULY, URE® FOR: ‘EﬁPFDR’E' FLQM THE UNETG EF

T w;sh o refer 1o the project pmpasai smm% above, which has LER underizoing dt:valﬁpﬁmas
in the project perimer countrics namely; Chira, Beyadoy,. Moroece and Ugands 1
‘mlia‘bamuan with IPGRLand wther partners. The: prop@sa} is in fine withy'the GEF's Foca!
LjArea on Bmdwcxsi Ly and the u;z safional pragramme number 1360 agrmuitur;‘sl bl@dwﬁfﬁl"?'
‘In Uganda, banana/pléntain and beans are a major ‘staple. Mganda. is Uie world's seEent.
;pmdscer of banatas; withan ashmam:i anmnial production of more than 9 milbon Tetric Tone,
accounting for 15% of total world bat ma.fpianmm output- ‘Upanda is the largest consumer ¢ i
“bananas’ and more than 7 million depend on the crop as ihelr staple. ‘Beans and banana atc
ey important sources of food and hﬁumhald incame i ‘Uganda, Besns mnmi}mﬁ 30% of
dietary energy- and consumnption exceeds ﬁéﬁkgfpermnf}ﬁa{ Therefore these are Key ¢rops 1l
the natianal: davelapmam plans:

Ovcr the years: wremendous researeh efforts {owards mmaﬂﬁmmt of thopests. and discases 1
these craps have been ﬁﬂﬂage& Howeves; these probleras still romaim. Pregently fhreat to (i
fepetic: diversity in these nwo prioTity crops and hence to the food securty and well bemg ot
the. peoplein Lf”anc:la s bigger than ever before. ¥

’T‘msugjz this project, wse of crop genetic diversity 10 control pasts-and disease p{t’:ssm“es will
lead 1o reduction ot 'Jcaaim vulnerabilily; optinize use, of crop and-crop. dasocrated. diversily 5
il as reduced use cz{ pesticides, This will imply reduced dst of crop tosses, reduced fan'l’i!"f
inpits, inereased net incomes and ‘empmvad ecosysicm ard human health, The *L.n’itumw
benefits will malide tmporant hiodiversity conserved, food : sochsty increased ;mé improv id-
livelihoods:

© This jrojeet in ling with’ K}gard't S Pg}vcﬂy Emdrcauon Action Plan {PEA?) & will as Plan
far Mcdx_nusa{;c:)n of Aancu%ium (PMA)



[ fully cndorse this project and will appn.cmte }'Our I\md support and facilitation towards its
approval by UNEP/GEF. S

Yours sincerely,

uliakanizi
For: DEPUTY SECREFARY TO TIHE TREASURY




