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im T Over the past seven years, our country has approved laws as
Y well as formulated and Implementepolicies tar theonserva-

. :f** - tion andsustainable use of thColombianodiversity

L

N With theratification of theConvention on BiologicaDiversity,

Colombia has a comprehensive legal framework that has helped
to gam coherencein thepolicy making process by thMintstry
of the Environment

Thisisthe firstNational Report to the Conference of tParties
which according toits Decistanll/7, should deawith theimple-
mentation of Article 60t theConvention on BiologicaDiversity

The purpose of these reports should be more than the fulfillment
of arequrementof theConference of thdParlies on progress
made by each country regarding thmplementation of the
Convention at a national level Learning from other repwill

no doubt be a valuable experiendram which wewill all profit

to help thesurvival of oubeautiful Blue Planet

EOUAROO VERAND
Mimister of the Environment

APRIL, 1998
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INTRODUCTION| |

uring the EarthSummit, in 1992, the
Conventmn orBiological Diversity was
adopted Today more than 1¢Guntries
haveraufied it

UnderDeasion /17 of the Conference of
the Parties of the Conventmn oBiological Diversity,
Colombia has preparexs first report on measures adopt-
ed toumplement Article 6

This reportdescribes biodiversity in Colombta, andits
local and globaimportance, the legal anunstitutional
framework for environmental action, andfinally, the
National Biodiversity Policy andits process oimplementa-
tion, which stresses the need to hbiodiversity to social
andeconomic processem Colombia

The process cimplementation of theNational Bio-
diversity Policy consists mainly of threeactions (1) The

National Biodiversity Strategy anits Action Plan, (2) The
rolnMRIA
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National Report on the state bodiversity in Colombia,
and (3) General Measures, adopted over the last dmcade
different areaswhich have adirect or indirect effect on the
sustainable management diodiversity

Thestarting point of this reportis a summary of the
importance Of biologrcal

diversity 1 Colombia,
which has aprivileged
place among theentres

of brodiversity, simee it accountdot

-

of SouthAmerica and has a total area of 4
2,070,408 sq km Thusit1s the fourth
largest countryin Latin America, and the only South
American country to have coasts on bcailantic and
Paafic oceans Added tthis privileged geographical posi



tion, Colombia also has wariety of naturalregtons, each
with awide diversity of ecosystems

Colombia has orvarious occasions recogmized the real
and potential benefits -somedirect, othersindirect—
which this diversity canbring to the country and to the rest
of the world, through thdifferent environmental services
which 1t provides, and orwhich general hfe otlus planet
depends

The seconGection ut this report concerns thmam
causes of the loss ibiodiversity 1z Colombia The process
of recognition ancdidentification of these causes has been
of vital Importance to thdesign andimplementation of
thePolicy, since 1t calls on the State and tindividual to be
aware of thestrategic potential of biodiversity, particularly
mrelation to theenvironmental services provided today,
andwhich are affected bunsustamnable practices which R
have an adverse effect utn _ : by . s G

The nextsection of the reporiexplains the legal frame - ’ : R

Biggreitin
work of environmental action 1n Colombia, which was first W%ﬁ’ﬁz%
organized systematically in 1974with a Code for théfana
gement of Renewable Natural Resources, and lafethe
last decade, strengthened and complemented by the new "
Constitntion of 1991, which has been called the Green v
Constitntion since 1t includes theidea of sustamable devel- '
opment ancconservation in more than 40 oits Articles

TheConstitution, and thecommitments made at the
1992 Ro Conference, led to Law 99 of 19%hich created

the Minustry of the Environment, decentralized enviren-

a,‘,b&

mental management tregional and locakuthorities, and
created thNational Environmental Systenmr—SINA

TheConstitution, Law 99 of 1993 anlaw 165 of 1994
—which ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity—
were thebasis for the preparation andissue of theNational
Biodiversity Pohcy,which was forColombia an advance on
achieving the objectives of the Convention The policy
remarks that sustamable use ionservation of biodiver
sity are long term projects, and that poheies of other
sectors have to he adapted eoordinated towards the
commonobjective of responding to thepriorities of the
National Biodiversity Pohcy and of thonvention on
Biological Diversity

Finally, the publication andimplementation of the
National Biodiversity Pohcy haprovided somemportant
mput for theadoption of decisions in which sustamable
development anconservation can beunited into theeco-
nomic development oColombia 52
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The focal points of plant diversity in Colombia are the western

Amazon region (upper Caqueta basin) and the humid tropical

forests of Choco in the Pacific Region and in the Tropical Andes,

including the Sierra Nevada de Santa liarta.

olombia stands at the north-west corner

of South America Theofficial map(IGAC
1995) shows a total area 2,070,408 sq
km, of which almostl, 142,000 sq km
arecontinental mamland and Islands,
and some 929,008 km areterritorial watersThis
makesColombia the fourth largest countrin Latin

America, and the only SootAmerica country to have

coasts on thiatlantic andPacific oceans

Colombia has a populatmn of zmillion, growing at a
rate of 17% a year (19€2000}, thethird largest after
Brazl andMexico Most of the populatmilives in cities, fol
lowing a trendwhich startedin the 1940swith theina
dence of political violence Migrahon has accelerateu
recent years as a result of the strugglepolitical control
in rural areaan1938, 31% of the populatmilived in the
aties, butin 1994this had grown to 72%

Most of the populatmiives in theAndean region, on
the Carthbean coast and at the southern end of Paafic
coast The Ormoco and Amazbasins, which account for

about 54% of the country’s contmental area, are home to
less than 3% of the populatmn -less than one person per |

squarekilometre

The populatmn ofolembia can beclassified into three
main groups

1 Theindigenous racesotalling 600,000 800,000,
are composed of &thme groupsdistributed n six areas
(Reichel Dolmatoff, 1946) the Andes, tiMagdalena
Valley, theCaribbean coast, the Ormocbasin, the Amazon

basin andVaupes Rio Negrom the sooth The largest

groups are to be fourii the Amazorbasin (26), followed
by Vaupes(19), Caquetd10), Putumayo anGuarna (9

each) Cauca andVichada (8 each) These arecontam
67 reserves createuring theSpanish Colonial period
and 224 new reserves set up byagrarian reform
agencyINCORA, since 1961

2The Afro-Colombian population, which lives
mainly on thePacific andCaribbean coaststotalling 4 9-7
million in number, or 1421% of the totpopulation
(Arocha& Friedman, 1995) Most of thenlive in urbancen
tres, but some othaegions also have anamnly black pop
ulation, such as the SeAndres, Providencia and Santa

COLOMBIA

BIOMVERSITY “



Catalina |slands,Palenque de SarBasilio on theCaribbean
coast, andrumace and theChoco Biogeographical region
on thePaafic coast

3 The mestizo population, which i1s the numerical
majority It 1s to be founcmainly n theAndean region, the
Caribbean region and to the southwest, where thigor
cities have developed

Thecontinental land-mass cColombra totalsl, 141,748
sq km, ofwhich 532,000 sckm are natural woodland,
216,000 sgkm have other types of natutvegetation such

The principal biomes are thehumud tropical woodlands
(378,000 sq km), thsavannah flatlands (105,000 sq km),
alluvial woodlands (95,000 sq krragdean woodland
(45,000 sg km) and lowland woods amitazon catin-
gales (36,000 sg km)’

Almost 90% of theColombian Amazonregion is covered
with natural woodlan(320,000 sq km) and othevege-
tation (5,000 sgq km) ang one of the mosdiverse areas
n the country About 74% at 1s thecollective property of
the indigenous communities, Some 49,00Gnhabitants

as savannah, dry zones and swamps, 110,000 sq km arein total®

nland waters, perpetual snows apopulation centres,
and theremamning 384,000 sq knare landexploited by
farmers and settlers

The map below shows tidivision of themainland area
mto five naturalregions Amazon Pacific Ormoco, Andean
andcCaribbean, eachwith alugh diversity of ecosystems

CARIBBEAN
REGION

PANAMA

ANDEAN
REGION

REGION

AMAZON
REGION

PERU

SourceMedified fromHernandez CJy Carnsoza U J, 1991
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Colombia also haextensive territorial watersin the
Cartbbean andPacific Theeconomic exclusion zones total
590,000 sqg knin theCaribbean and 340,000 sq knn
thePacific? There arasland terriories The SarAndres
andProvidencia Archipelago, and banks such @Roncador,
Qurtasuefio, Nuevo, Serrana and Alicia in the Caribbean,
andMalpelo andcontinental Gorgena i thePacifict

Colombra’s diversity of ecosystemss the result oits
location between thdropics and thewide variety of sods
andclimates which have ovetime provided a large ““i
ber ofgeographical areadfavourable to amegadiversity of
biological species Of all countries lying between therop
1cs, Colombia has perhaps the greatdiversity Brazl is
seventimes its size and has a greater number of known
species

The Sierra Nevada de SanMarta mas-
sif, on theCaribbean coast;s one
examplesince most of thebomes
to be found elsewherr thecoun-
try are present orthis massif
accounting for less than 5% of the
country’s total lancrea®
Almost 90% of theColombian
Amazon region 1s coverecwith nat-
ural woodland (320,000 sq km)
andother vegetation (5,000 sq km)
BRAZIL  andis one of the mosdiverse areas

I” the country About 74% ai 1s thecollective
property of thendigenous communities, Some
49,0001habitants I” totals

Colombia 1s one of the moshiodiverse countries
1n the world,with only 0 7% of the world'ont:
nental land it has 10% of globébodiversity It 1s
estimated thatColombia s home to some 45,000
speaes Of vascular plants, and oniBrazil




surpasses 1t the wealth of florapecies on a global scale
Some researchers say tColombia has 15% oorchuds
idenufied around the world, more than 2,01dentified
medicinal plants and «onsiderable number ofwild species
which arecommeraalized in the global market

The focalponts of plant diversity in Golombia are the
western Amazorregion (UpperCaqueta basin) and the
humud tropical forests ofChoco i thePacific Region andin
theTropical Andesncluding theSierra Nevada de Santa
Marta

Colombia 1s therichest in the worldin species of birds
(1753) andamphibians (583), fourth richest i reptiles
(475) andsixth in mammals (453(Rangel, 1997)

There are also 2species of primates (33% of those
knownin thetropical Americas), second only tcBrazil,
which has 55species The 1,753spectes of birds known
here represent about 19% of spectes known, and 4
60% ofspectes knownm SouthAmerica, 64 thought to 1
he endemic® If other Eﬁ:f'\ '
groups adverse as butter h
flies are addedn, Colombia’s

brodiversity 1s evenricher
In addition to having its privileged %
place in world biodiversity, Colombia
recerves direct andindirect benefits fromit because they
aredirectly related to thetabiity andproductivity of 1ts
ecosystems
Thebiodiversity 15 basic in Colombia’s daily hfe andis
essenfial t0 1ts economic developmentsince there ared:
rect benefits to sectors such agriculture, fishing, forestry,
medicing, cattlerasing, wild life breedmgend tourism
AGRICULTURE
In world agriculture, all commercial plants are a product
of the management iodiversity, throughgenetic
Improvement Of the 270,0Gpecies of vascular plants
known, some 3,000 akdible and only 200 have been
domesticated as crops Today, about 90% of plant food
come from only 2@pecies such aqice, barley and wheat
Colombra has ewide variety of wdd plantswhich have
traditionally been used bdifferent communities, that have
amajor potential for commercial “se Many of themam
cropsongnated i 1atin America -the bean, the tomato,
the potato, yucca and cacao- arecohomic importance
to Colomhia We therefore need to preserve biodiversi
ty which provides thestability andproductivity to ecosys
ternsin which these crops grow

These crops can be affected by a number of pests
(insects, fungt andvirus) which carin many cases be frus
trated by naturabiological agents Some cases of these
usesim Importantecenomic crops have been the wasps
used forbiological controlin sugarcane, anfung to con-
trol weevils in coffee’

CATTLEBREEDING

In cattle-rasing and other forms oammal husbandryst
should be noted that ttmain source of proterm Colom
bia 1s thedomesticated animal Cattle breedmg for meat
and mdks a valuable source afceme for regional and
national econonues, ands derived from the use obiodr-

versity In 1996, thesactivities pro-
.= duced some US$350 million,
\ or 225% of Colombian farm
production

The main origins
and domestica
tion of theprina
pal species used,
areoutside Colombm,
hut there are nonetheless breeds

Important potential in genetic improvement
programs

FISHING

Fishing andaquaculture are an Important source of
mcome and food around the worestimates suggest that
some%00 milhon people depend on fish their main
source of protem, and that some million people are
employedin themdustry

In Colombm, about 80% of fish comes from tea, and
only 6% are freshwater fish The rest are prodibvafish
farming Most of the freshwater fish come from the Amazon
basin (some 15,000 tona year) followed by theMagdalena
rwver with an average of 5,000 tons a year Most of
Colombia's salt water fish comes from tfPaafic ocean
(almost 91,000 tons a year) TAtlantic ocean produces
some 15,000 tonsyear

In 1995, Colombia’s total fish production wasestimated
at 167,000 tons Exportotalled US$228 million and
Imports US$146 million Thefishertes sector represents
0 7% of GDP and 3 5% agricultural production
Colombia has the thud largest areacontinental watersin
the world, anthis makeats fishertes apromising area of g

theeconomy®
e A
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WILD LIFE BREEDING

Some of the components Colombia's biodiversity are
bred in captivity in parts of theCaribbean andPacific
coasts andh the easterplains One examplas the breed
ng of alligators for export of tanneskins and related
products Thandustry has grown, and todaGelombia 1s
the world’s largest exporter alligator Skms

WOQ0D

Various treespecies have becomessential for use as
firewood,timber and paper pulColombia consumes
some 2Gmllion cubic metres of wood a year, mainly as fire-
wood and charcod16 mdhon) and as andustrial raw
mater1al (4 mdhon) Papeproduction uses some 582,000
tons,twice as much as was consumed by mdustry ten
yearsago®

FLOWERS

Some ofColombia’s flowers are useas ornamental
plants,especially orchids, Anthurmm, bromehad anhel:
coma Manydomesticated, genetically Improvedspecies
from other parts of the world, are growumnColombia and
exported, anColombia s today the second largest
exporter of cut flowertn a world market of oveUs$3,500
milhon a year

MEDICINE

The components iodiversity are evital elementn
medicine |t 15 estimated that some 20,008pectes of plants
around the world havtraditional medicinal uses, and only
5,000 have beemvestigated for thewr potential pharma
ceutical use Today, some 1zhemical substances usarl
drugs come frond0 spectes of plant, and over 3,0Cantibi
otics such agpemallin andtetracycline, arederived from
micro-organisms |t 1s estimated that some 1,40described
plants have cancerretardiproperties This 1s Important
to a country such eColombia, which has real anipotential
wealth of such plants As an exampleGolombian
scientists have developed waccine against malaria,
Plasmodium falcsparum, A disease that causes some two
mdhon deaths every year, moschildren, and affects
more than 200 mdhon people around world"

TOURISM

Tourism has become one of the fastgrawing sectors
of theeconomies around the worlTropical countries are
espeaally favoured by this trend InColombia, therers a
nising trend towardecological tourism 1n naturalregions
such as nature parlprivate reserves and unprotected nat-
ural areas Recent reseaimlthis sector shows thas the

last few years an average of a mdkourists come to
Colomba every year -about 30% faecreation— andcon-
tribute somels$600 mdhon to theconomy!

Smcel99%, based on the General Lon Tourism®, that
mcludes aprovision Onecotourism 1n protected areas, the
government, through thMinistry of theEnvironment, has

been engagem plannung for ecotourtsm activities andin
the definition of thecarrying capaaty of each protected
area, undehlateral agreementwith the government of
Spam ananultilateral agreementwith the European
Union, World Bank and IDB

This 15 the start of a new era fteurism i theColom-
bian Park Systemith services andinfrastructure address-
ed to a smaller and more selpubli, able to pay dugher
cost for theecotourism provided n the parks

Between995 and 1997theMinistry of theEnviron-
ment generated oviU$$2 mdhon oftourism revenues
from thewvisitors to 13 areadn the Parks system They
recerved more than one mdhcvisitors i 46 areas of the§

system!d
I ) |



This shows thain Colombza thereis agrowing trend for
diversification away fromconventional tourism and
towardsecological tourism i naturalregions such as the
parks,which have been set unamnly to protecttrategic
ecosystems and ttbiodiversity they contam

As described before biodiversity m its various forms of
expression brings direct andindirect benefits tcColombia
1t 1s thebasis of thedaily life of the country, ands essental
to the development of many sectors of the economy

Therefore, and asrecognition of thestrategic impor
tance of biodiversity to a country such &olombua, the
principles andfoundations of our Environmental Pohcy
hold that oubiodiversity, as part of ounational heritage
and agnterest to all mankind, shouldreceive priority
treatmentn protection andsustamable use®
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Biodiversity Policy p 4 Ministry of the Environment DNP and Alexander von
Humboldt Inshtute Bogota 1997

Map 2 shows the relative biodwvarsity of different areas in Colombia

Gran Enciclopedia de Colembia 1992

I

Etter Andres Diversidad Ecosistemica en Colombia hoy from MNuestra
Diversidad Biologica p 44 CEREC Fundacion Alejandro Angel Escobar
Bogota 1993

Biodversity Palicy as cited p.6

Biodiversity Folicy as cited p 11
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Promising malaria vaccine enters U S trials Biotechnology News p 6 1992
Fedesarrollo 1995 Colombian think tank for Economic Research

Law 300 of 1996

1897 Report on the Ecotournsm Programme UAESPNN Ecotounsm Cffice
Ministry of the Environnment
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Behind the direct causes of loss of biodivcrsity there are a series

of demographic, economic, technological, social, political and

institutional events which are the principal indirect causes of loss.

he NationalBiodiversity Pohcy classifies
the causes of the loss of biodiversity as
“direct” and “indirect”
MAIN DIRECT CAUSES
1 Transformation of natural habitats, due to map-
propriate policies fOr occupanon and use of lancwhich
have made the problems colonizauon more acute and
pushed thefronuer Of agriculture outwards The transfor
mation OCCUrswith mfrastructure and development work,
illegal crops,minmg, farmsm natural ecosystems, the
adaptation Of swampland for pasture, all owhich break up
or destroy naturahabitats
DEFORESTATION
There are neeliable stausucs on the amount of forest
cleared every year, nor on current trends Howevés
beenesumated that onethird of Colombia’s primary forest
has beerlost, with corresponding changes to the land-
scape The reasons for clearance mreyder ofimpor-
tance 1) 73 3% forexpansion Of agriculture andcoloniza
tion, 2/) 11 7% forumber, z1) 11% forfirewood, 2w) 2% by
forest fires ana) 2% forulegal crops®
INFRASTRUCTURE WORK AND ROAD BUILDING
In some cases such projects acceledeforestaion and
break upmzor ecosystemscausing degradatiorwhch is
difficult to recover, am the case ofienaga Grande, near
the aty of SanteMarta, on theCaribbean coast
2 The ntroduction of alien and invasive species,
which cause airect [0SS Ofbiodiversity by competition and
displacement Of native species Displacement threatens the
viability Of populations and may force thelinto extine-
tion One clear exampha Colombuz IS the mtroduction of
Rana castebena (bullfroq) or Oncorkyncus mykiss (ramn-
bow trout), which havedisplaced manynative spectes of
amphibrans andfish

’

3 Over-exploitation or unsustainable rofewild
fauna andlora for domestic okemmergial purposes
This may causgenctic erosion or areduction 1n thesize
of populauons, and makepecaies more vulnerable to

extinction

4 Pollution, as a resuef industrial or domestic
activity On manyoccasions pollution reaches levelwhich
the ecosystem cannot tolerate Tproduction Of solid
waste and thintensive use Ofpesticides, ferulizers and
pest control substances are a cause of lobiodiversity
and degradation, since the viahility of nanve populauonss
threatened and the natural ecosystecapaaty to
responds reduced The effects pollution 0N biodiversity
have not been properquanufied but theimpact in
Colombia as ewhole may be Inferred fronfigures of pol-
luting actvities AS one exampley s estimated that only
65% ofColombian homes havdaalities for disposing Of
excreta n the towns, and only 27% rural areas

BIODIVERSITY



H ALISHINQOIE

COLOMBIA

Fmally, cimate and global changes, partly generated by
pollution, may alter theconditions of the physical environ-
ment beyond thecapacity ofthe ecosystems artheir com
ponents 10 respondThey affect evolutionary processes
and createumulative effects

Behind the direct causes of loss of biodiversity
there are a series of demographic, economuc, tech-
nological, social, political and institutional events
whuch are the principal indirect causes of loss

MAIN INDIRECT CAUSES

1 Lack of awareness of tlstrategic potential of
biodiversity 10 mamtain environmental services provided
today and to makstrategic USe Ofsustainable options
for use

2 The structure of land ownershipn hughly biodi
verse areas does not heonservation In general, the
affected landsused forllegal crops,colonization, umber
production, mmng andexpansion of farmland:s

3 Deficienciesinscientific and applied knowledge
of the conservation andsustanable use oftiodiversity
componentsShortcomings 1 technological development
1 Colombia makert difficult to transferppropriate tech
nologies 10 promote thesustamable use Oftwodwersity and
the development ohighly preductive Sectors such as phar
maceuticals and food

4 Need for nstitutional effective capacity to reduce
the mpact Of activitzes whech cause l0SS Ofbiodiversity
This weakness has meathat environmental legislation 15
often Ignored and thus renewable natural resoudetes
riorate SOmeevatuations havementoned the effects of
mstitutional weakness, such asforestry, where 42% of
activities aretliegal ¥

5 Lack of appropriate methods of economuc and non
economuc evaluation Of the components iodiversity It
1s therefore easy to undervalue strategic potential Of
biodiversity anditus encourages thpursuit of other pro
ductive actvities which do not promoteconservation

6 Defectan the market anth economicvaluation,
which do not reflect thérue or potential value oftiod:-
versity

7 Political vialence and waves omugration from
rural areas to throwns

8 Inequitable andinappropniate distubution of the
henefits of biodiversity, which acts as an obstacle to
awareness of theerwous consequences of the lossbiods
versity amongsocety m general



In Colombia, therefore, we can padnt to a tendency
fowirds the loss of biodiversity, under the threats men-
ioned before, Some relevant data should be cited here:

& (0 the species known in Cobsmbia which appear in
the IUCN Red List there are 30 mammals, 58 birds and 15
replibes®,

b. The tmber industry has affected significant areas of
natural woodtand in the Pacific and Amazon regions which
are the industry’s main source of supply. In 1994 it was csti-
miated that 50% of raw materials came from the Pacific
coast woodlands. It has also been calew-
lated that timber production affects =
LO0-GR 000 hectares of wood-
Land every year'®,

e As @ result of over

ing techniques, the Magdalena river has bost alour T8% of
its production in the last 20 years —the catch being down
from 78,847 tons in 1974 to 16,998 tons in 1994—. In other
basins such as the Amazon and Orinoco, prodection has
increased with the recent introduction of commercial fish-
ing in these areas @3
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2 Andean nations are taking steps to implement the Convention

Biological Diversity, especially with regard to the exercise of

itional sovereignty over their genetlic resources and a fair distri-

tion of the benefits earned from them.

n response io the prosesses which cinse the s amd

degradation of bisdiversity, Colombia has singe 1979

made significant advances in legislation: first, with

the Renewable Natural Resources Conservation

Code, and in the past decade with the new 1991
Constibon and law 99 of 1995, These messures have
Bieen an impaortant food at the service of institutiens and
individuals alike in facing and halting the deteriontion of
hiliversity in Colombia.

The chart on the next page shows the general legal
framework for biodiversity in Colombia, 18 should be noted
thai this is enly 2 general ootline,
anil this chapter makes no refer-
e o more specific regulations
on coaeservation and sustainabie
use of the components of hiodi-
virrsiiy.

HE CONSTITUTION

The opdion whicl Colombia
walospis imies new Constitwtion is o
b Sawcial Stane Uiniber the Rube of
Law, which seeks 10 make funda-
mental rights effective not only by State action but also
throagh social solidarity; there i thus o reciprocal refa-
tonship between rights and obligatiens in the Constit
toi. The responsibility for conservation of natural
resources and for avoiding their degradation is shared
berween the State and the individuoal

I the mew Constitution, the concept of sustainable use
i mentioned in some 40 Articles and the mission of the
State in society is redefined. The Stite and individuals alike
e have the duty o protect the mourl and caliurl
swaslth af the mation. Thie chirt shows the main areas on
irvdl by the Constitution with regard (o the conservaton
il sustainable use of hiodiversity.

In relation o renewable natural resources and cul-
taral diversity, the constitution recognizes and protects
ethnic and cultural diversity and the ecological function of
ownership, This means that people must exercise their
rights of ewnership within the Framewaork, aml wsder the
principles, of sustzinable development.

The Comstitution requires the State and individuals 1o

protect the natural and cubral wealth of the mation,
through the strengthening of environmental education,
planning on the management of natoral renewahble
resources, and prevention and control of the adverse
effects over the environment,
amongst athers,
In international terms, the
Constitution says that the State
will promote the international
lzation of political, economic,
socinl and ecological relations
o 2 basis of equity, reciprocity,
national convenicnoe, respect
for sell-determination, natismil
sovereigniy and the recognition
of the principles of international law accepted by Codombia
and will cooperate with other countries in the protection of
ECosysiems in frontier aneas.

With regard 1o civic participation for the defense of
the collective right to a healthy envirenment, the Constitu-
tion prowides some mechanisms for protection:

= Action For Enforcement. This means that anvone
may apply o the courts for enforcement of the law or seme
officind 2t

= Ation for the Protection of Fundamental Rights.
This applics 1o individual rights such as life or health,
Actions of this kingd can also be brought o protect collective
rights, such as the right to a healthy environment where
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CONSTITUTION

-u.l.bﬁll.

THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
IN THE POLITICAL CONSTITUTION OF 1991

Specific poligations of the atale and the pacole, with regard 1o natural Il
resources and cultural diversiy.

The State will promote the mbemnationalization ol political, economic, social and
unuw:a}rﬂlms on a basis of eguily, reciprocity and nalisnal convenisnce. «

Citizen particspation i politieal, civic emvdronmental and community affaers.

The exploitation of natural resounces i indigenous resarvas with no impairmant of
Fhetir cullurad, social and scomamic inegrity




theres a causal bnk between tiollective right (a healthy ponstble for theenvironment bedecentralizing with the

environment) andindividual fundamentarights (life or creation Of theRegional Environmental Authorities and
health)which have been affected structuring the National Environmental System-SINA It

+ Popular actions protect collectiverights andinter alsorases environmental management tministeral lev-
ests related to theenvironment, public health and pubhc el, to matclpehitical importance with its strategic priority
safety, amongst othithings In general terms, Law 99 states thiodiversity 1s part

. Everyatizen has a duty tparticipate m political, civic of thenation’s heritage and ofinterest to humanity, andts
andcommunty affairs, and the State has a duty to strength-  protection and sustamable ussstherefore epriority
en thaicitizen participation and to guarantee tipar- Further it says that thformulation of enwronmental poh
ticipation of consumer and ustorganizations in the study cy will take account of the results scientific research,
of laws andregulations affecting them without ignoring theprinciple of caution

With regard to thexploitation of natural resources Thus, Law 99 of 1993 changes and restructures the
n mdigenous reserves, the Constitution requires that State’s rolan enwronmental managemamboth concep-
there must be nimparrment of the culturalsocial andeco- tual terms—it includes the principles andobjectives agreed
nomic integrity of the indigenous communities Where atRion 1992—and mn stitutional terms,with thecreation
deasions are to be taken oexplotation m the reserves, of theMmmstry anddecentralization to the newly created
the governmerwill encouragerepresentatives of indige- Regional Environmental Authorities

nous communities tO partictpate

In conclusion, the Colombian Constitution, which 1s the
framework ofenvironmental law, delegates thasponsi-
bility for conservation andave:dance of degradation of

natural resources under thont responsibility of the State
and themndwvidual It also promotes thprotection of

PO‘LITiCAL CONSTiTUT%ON OF 1991

ethnic, cultural and naturadiversity, civic participation in
environmental management anplanning for the manage- _: Fr T _DECREE 2811 OF 1974

ment and sustamable use of natresvlurces, their use, DECREE 1753 OF 1994
conservation, restoration Or substitution
DECREE2811 OF1974
Althoughthis Decree pre dates tiConstitution and the DECREE 1753 OF 1994
Convention, 1t 1s worth mentioning as the response to the This Decreas anmstrument to give effect to the State’s
1972 Stockholm Conference 1t one of thefirst environ- constitutional duty to plan the management and use of
ment codean the Andean region, andindeed 1n Latin renewable natural resouranrder to secure sustamable
America, andit provides a general framework fcenviron- development an«onservation, restoratton OF substity-
mental management, even after passing of Law 99 of tion It regulates procedures for tobtaining of an
1993 Amongits purposeds thepreservation andrestora- Environmental Licence and preparesEnvironmental
tion of theenvironment, theconservation and sustamable Impact AssessmerStudtes for different kinds of activities
use of renewable natural resources ancpievention and which might have some adverse effect on the components
control of adversampact on theenvironment and renew- of biodwversity atdifferent levels
able natural resources Among theactiviies subject tcthus Decree arexplo-
LAW 99 OF1993 ration andproduction of o1l and gashighway construction
This law follows up the precepts of tionstitution and andinfrastructure work such as dams fchydroelectric
otherlegislation, andis a response to ttcommutments of generating plants aurports, seaports anfiver ports, the
theRio Conference It creates tMinistry of theEnviron- mtroduction of alien breeding stockwhuch nught affect the
ment as the bodresponsible for the management akon- stability of ecosystems cwildhife, the production and
servation of theenvironment and renewable natural  importation of pesticides andactvities which affect theé
resources anteorganizes thepublic sector apparatures- National Nature Park System

RIODCAIVERSETY
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The Environmental Licence 1s the responsibility of the
State, huits correct userequires the concurrence vari
ous other actorin society

» Public andprivate enterprise, to make thenviron
menta variable in therr projects

» The community, to discover its concernswith regard
to agiven project at theappropriate moment, and

= The State,which 1s responsihle for setting the parame-
ters ofimpact studtes for projectsrequiring Environmental
Licences and forapproving or denying theLicence after
dueexammation of legal,economic andtechmeal aspects
of the project

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Colombra hasratified some 9@nternational treaties on
the environment, which directly andindirectly affectsuts
management chiodiversity Amongst thosdreaties are
theRamsar Conventmn to protect swamps, Convention
on Chmatic change, thdnternattonal Convention on
Tropical Wood, thelnternational Conventmn on Plant
Discoveries ~UPOV~, the Conventmn olnternational
Trade of ThreateneWildlife Spectes -CITES-, and the UN
Conventmn orBiolegical
Diversity, signed at theRio
EarthSummitin 1992 and
ratified as Law 165 of 1994
This law provides Colombia
with a general legal frame
work for theconservation,
sustainable use and a fan
distribution of thebenefuts
derived from its use

THE REGIONAL LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

Decision 391 of 1996 of
the Cartagena Agreemen
on the CommoiRegime of
Access toGenetic Resources

TheRiw Conventmn orBiological Diversity provides a
general legal framework fapplication by indrvidual
States ananternationally, butits themesequired further
development for ease umplementation i global, reglon-
al and nationagerms One example cregonal regulation
15 the Andean Deasion 391 of 1996

In apioneering process—ths was theftrst regronal
agreement oits kind— Colombia and the otheAndean
countries decided to regulate Articles 8, 9, 15 andl6 of the

COLOMBIA

Conventmn oBiological Drversity In July 1996 Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela apprcDecision
391 as eregional legal frameworlgoverning access to
genetic resourcestherr derivatives andtherr intangible
components

The Decision seeks to promote and securfaindistrib-
ution of the benefitderived from the use ogenetic
resources, by products atherr intangible component,
and sets up the Access ContreéMechanism for the devel-
opment of suclactivities, with the terms anconditions to
govern them

The Decision also sets the ground rules for tfecogm
tion and evaluation antangible components Cgenetic
resourcesespecially in the case of thindigenous and
black or locakommuntties, who have theright to deter-
mine the use tewhich theintangible component may be
put

The Andean nations are thereforaaking steps tample-
ment the kb Convention, especially with regard to the
exercise Of national sovereignty over natural resources, a
farr distribution of the benefits earned frother usein the

Andean Region andappropriate conservation andsustamn
able use oits genetic assets

As can beappreciated, Colombia has ewide ranging and
complete legal frameworwhich provides thebasis for
nstitutional development and restructurnwhich facili
tates theimplementation of Arucle 6 of theConvention on

Biological Diversity &

21 Draft bill 249/96 on the participation of ciwvil arganizations In political action 1s
being debated in Congress
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The hierarchy of authorities in SINA starts with the Ministry,

below which are the Regional Environmental Authorities or Urban

Enviromental Units, followed by the Departments, and finally the

Municipal or City Administrations.

smentioned n the preceding chapter,
the 1991Constitution and Law 99 of

1993 set up the general framework

, for the development of thnstitu
tions and therestructuring of the
environmental pubhc sector Thachievements to date
have been
DECENTRALIZATION

Decentralization of environmental management has

transferrecresponsibilities to regional and locahgencies,
such as the DevelopmeCorporations, Departmentagov
ernment, city and town adminstrations, mndigenous
reserves and the blacommunities

Decentralization hasgiven regional and locaauthor:-
ties greater autonomyn the management arplanning of
theenvironment i their jurisdictions Naturally this auto-
nomys subject to the generaguidelines of Law 99 of 1993,
in order to secure tleollective nterest of a healthyenyi-
ronment with appropriate protection

The autonomy of thregional and locaauthorities in
environmental managemerin therr jurisdictions directly
mvolves local actors, who have tlspecific responsibility

for theprotection and management of natural resources

and theenvironment This implements the mandate of the
constitution for the State and thindividual to protect the
natural and cultural wealth of tination

NEW ORDER OF ENVIRONMENTAL ENTITIES

The newConstitutional order for theenvironment

a TheNational Environmental Council, created to
secure theoordmation of policies, plans an@rogrammes

for theenvironment and renewable natural resources

across the pubhc sector Tcouncil consists Of representa-
tives of Ministries, National Planning, the People’s

Defender, the Comptroller General, the Departmental

Governors, theFederation of Mayors, theindigenous and
black communities, NGOs andproduction sectors such as

farming, Industry,mining, forestry and exporters, amongst
others

b TheMinistry of the Environment, whoseman
function 18 policy-making for theenvironment and renew-
able natural resources and drafting of legislation and
criteria for regulatron of theenvironment for the use of
land ancadjacent seas, to secure tlsustamable use of
both Itscriteria will beincorporated into thepolictes of
other sectors anui planning processeimn thenunistries
and otheagencies

Some of thefunctions of the newMinistry 1n strategic
areas are) Theadmmstration of theNational Nature
Parks Systen) Thegranting of Envirenmental Licences
for projects which might harm theenvironment andnatur
al resourceg:) Theadministration of theenvironmental
fond FONAM, andw) Coordination of researcin theorga
nization of anational mventory of biodiversity andgenetic
resourcesensuring that the studyexploration andimnvestt
gation of these resources respesdvereignty

¢ The Regional Environmental Authorities
-CAR- TheCorporations are thesenior environmental
authority m their jurisdictions, and they arresponsible

§
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for theexecation of national plans,programmes andpol-

ctes for theenvironment asdefined by the law and the

Mimstry of theEnvironment They must alscoordinate

theenvironmental actions taken by departmental and

municipal authortes, and they must promocommunty
participation in actions to protect theenvironment and

sustainable use and granpermits, hcences and other
authorizations for the use of renewable natural resources

or for theexecution of work or othemctivities which might
affect theenvironment

Finally, local andregional representatives have an
Important role to playn the Boards of thRegional

Corporations, which consist of one delegate of the

President, one delegate of thMstry of the Envirenment,
one or morerepresentatives of regronal government-g
Governors of the DepartmenistheRegion, oneor more

LOCAL AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES IN THE BOARDS
OF REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTALAUTHORITIES -CAR-

One delegate of the Presdent , 2

One delegate of the Mimsiry of &
the Enviresment 3

£ Twn trom HGOS Invalved in
>t environmenlal work fn the
7 Region

T o e

:  {ine Itom the wdlgenous

Ed

: communities

& A  Dne of more yop of reghmal

1 * & Buvarnors of The Depariments in the Region
% s Fa

ey

I e

{ing or more representatives of legal
povamimant {up to four mayors irom towns
ur cities in the Hegion)

z‘hf( Two representalives althe ¢
%, Drivate zector that work
“, e tegion

‘.—,:1,,,.,‘_“%_ . o
Virits gt gichpprectror 0

representattves of local government- up to four mayors

from towns orcities i theRegion, two representatrves of
theprivate sector, one from thindigenous communities,
and two fromNGOs involved in envuonmental worln the

Region Some CAR have more than two Science and

TechnologyInstitutes of SINA as members of then board
d Seience and Technology Suppdlnstitutes in the

§INA, who supporenvironmental managemern strate-

gic areas such as the development dissemination of sci-

entific research obrodiversity and of knowledge, values
andtechnologies 1n environmental and natural resources

management, of thindigenous commumties and other
ethnic groupsin Colombia Three of thesdustitutes have
national coverage, and two haregional coverage They
play avital partin the advancement scientific knowl-
edge for thesustainable use ofbiodiversity

The mstitutes are

« IDEAM, thehydrological, meteorological andenviron-
mental study agencobtams, analyses andissemimnates
basic mformation on hydrology, hydrogeologymeteorolo-
gy and geography on aspectshiophystcs, geomorpholo-
gy, Sods anvegetation

+INVEMAR, the Jos@emto Vives deAndreis marine
researchmstitute, whosemain activity 1s environmental
and natural resources reseamicoastal and ocean ecosys
ternsin Colembian waters

+The Alexander von Humboldt Biological
Resources Researlastitute Themnstitute 15
mainly engagedn thescientific research ohwtic,
hydrobological and genetic resources of flora
and fauna on thmamland It 1s alsoresponsible
for making ascientific Inventory ofbodiversity n
all parts ofColomba It has programan the areas
of #) Conservation biology, #) Biodiversity inven-
tory, sz) Use ancvaluation of prodiversity, #)
Pohcy andlegslation on biodiversity, v}
Communication and mformation, and #1)
Traming andcapacity bwlding It alsoprovides
scientific support to theMiumstry of the
Environment on comphance with the commt-

.

ments madem international conventions on bio-
diversity
+ SINCHI, the AmazonSaentific Research
Institute 15 respensible for scientific study and
research of thbwlogical, social andecological sit-
vation of the Amazorregion

+The Johnvon NeumannPacific Environmental
ResearcHnstitute, responsible for scientific studies and
researchn thebiological, social andecological situation of
the Colombian Pacific region

e In order tocoordinate environmental management
and to Implement the genetprineiples of Law 99 of 1993,
one of theMinstry's objectives 1sto set up théNational
Envirenmental System—SINA—, which consists of ) The
generaprinciples andguidelines of theConstitution, Law
99 of 1993 ancenvironmental regulations, #) Stateagen
cies responsible for environmental policy andaction, #:2)



Speaific regulations on environmental matters, )
Communuty organizations andNGQOs workn the area of
environmental problemsg) Sources ofending for thepro-
tecion and management of tleavironment, andus)
public, private and mixed organizations t0 engage
n production, information, scientific research and
technological developmenin the area of thenviron
ment

The chart at the upper corner showsriain institu-
tions of theEnvironmental National System ofColombia
—SINA

Thenew political hierarchy 1n theenvironmental sector
15 asignificant developmentsince it ensures that thMims
try of theEnvironment will be representem thesentor
decision making bodies of the Executive, such as the
Council of Minssters and theeconomic andsocial policy
council ~CONPES This will both maket easier t0 meorpo
rate theenvironmental dimension into the policies, pro-
grammes and works of other sectors and helMinstry,
as theenvironmental authority, to control theactivities of
otherorganizations in the private andpublic sector of a
similar standing

This situation Standan marked contrast to that of pre
vious years, when thenvironmental authority, INDERE
NA, was an agency of ttMinsstry of Agriculture and Rural

ENVIRONMENTAL
iNSTIT%T{BORI]g D‘FNTEII‘ ESINA

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITIES

i

DEPARTAMENTS

Science and Technology
Research Institutes of SINA

MUNICIPALITIES

DevelopmentINDERENA's scope Ofaction washmted, and
1t was ofteroverridden by otherpriorities in theMunustry
of Agriculture

In conclusion, Colombia has made progredas the
restructuring of theenvironmental sector, supported by
awide-ranging and stable legal framework, ahis has
matched thetrategic importance of biodiversity with its

political authority 5
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The National Biodiversity Policy seeks to promote conservation,

knowledge and sustainable use of biodiversity and fair distribution

of the benefits derived from the use of its components, and of knowl-

edge, innovations and practices associated with it, provided by the

Coloembian scientific community, industry and local community.

heNational Biodiversity Pohcyis a step for-
ward on the long road mapped by the
i Convention onBiological Diversity for con
servation andsustamable development of
theenvirenment This pohcy setout guide-

lines for theactions of thevarious agencies of SINA, but,
most Importantly, declares thsustanable use and con-
servation of biodiversity 1s a long term pohcy and one
which cuts across other sectansceordmating andshap-
ing pohcy to a common endo meet thepriorities of the
National Biodiversity Pohcy and thConvention

As explamed earlier, the 1991Constitution 1troduces a

series Of elements relevant to the management of the com-

ponents obiediversity, andprovides apolitical and legal
framework for thamplementatien of plans programmes,
policies andregulations in the sector

Following the mandate of thConstituticn and thecom-
mutments made akiom 1992, including theConvention
onBiological Diversity, the government created The New
Constituttonal Order for theéEnvironment andits Steering
Commuttee for theFormulation of aNationa! Biodiversity
Strategy22in June1993, as a first stejn theimplementa
tion of theConvention

Later, Congresratfied theConvention m Law 165 of
1994 as the general legal framework for implementa-
tion of the Convention oBrological Diversity n Colombia,
and promoted thdrafung of a National Biodiversity
Policy, asrequired by Article @ of the Convention

For thus process, there was debate &onsultation on
what the generlines of the Pohcy should be Over 200
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particapants were mvolved from governmendgencies,
the localscientific commumty NGOs, indigenous and black
commumties After a number of meetmgs, tiobjectives
andstrategies of the Pohcy were debated and agreed

In November 1995, thNattonal Environmental Council
approved the generlines of the Pohcywhich were then
set downin a document prepared Natienal Plannmg
Department, théliustry of theEnvironment and the
Alexandervon Humboldt Institute

The National Biodwversity Pohcy waspublished in March
1997 It develops thprincples andobjectives of the Con-
vention by seeking to promoteconservation, knowledge
and sustamable use biodiversity and eair distribution
of the benefitderved from the use oits components, and
of knowledgennovations andpractices associated with it,
pravided by theColombian scientific commumty industry
and the local commumty

The National Biodiversity Pohcy calls for work to be
donein threemawn areas

CONSERVATION OF THE COMPONENTS OBIODI-
VERSITY, including #) The strengthenmg arconsolida-
tion theNational Protected Areas SysteSINAP, #} A
reduction 1n theactivities which causedeterioration of bio-
dwversity, such as thtransformation of habutats, theintro
duction of invasive spectes and thetransplanting of spectes
from one ecosystem to anothever-exploitation and pol
lution, andz) Thepromotion of restoration of degraded
ecosystems and threaterspecies

GREATER KNOWLEOGE OFBIODIVERSITY, through
1) Thescientific characterization of its components, anz)
The recovery andissemination of traditional knowledge
andpractices

THE PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODI-
VERSITY AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS OF
THAT USE, by #) The promotion of systems of sustamable
management chiodiversity,#) The strengthenmg and
promotion Of genetic banks and»otechnological pro-
grammesztz) Thedesign andimplementation of systems of
valuation of the elements diodiversity, applymgmultiple
criterta, and offair distribution of the benefits earned, and
2} Sustamable development of theconomic potential of
brodrversity

The Pohcyprovides a set ofinstruments to helpimple-
mentation andincorporation as necessary mto the plans,
programmes andpolcies of the sector and other sectors

Theseinstruments are

» Tramming, education anddissemunation, in order
to createpublic awarenesif thestrategic value ofbiod:-
versity

+ Citizen participation, with mechanssms to be devel-
oped and apphed by tipublic to becomeactvely mvolved
i theimplementation of the Pohcy

» Legislation, based on aanalysis of existing legisla-
tion Onbiodwversity, m order toclanfy the areas compe
tency of theorganizations mvolvedin conservation and
sustamable management, and to detectiuydfferent
areas oflegislation covered by th«Convention and the
Policy

«Institutional Development, through strengthen
mg of theentities 1 SINA, especially m aspects oplan-
ning, designing andexecuting projects for research,con
servation and sustamable usebiodiversity

»Incentives for each strategin the Pohcytaking
account ofregienal, economic and socal criteria
Incentives should aim to encourageconservation
and sustamable use of the componentiadiversity,
and todiscourage transformation or degradation

*Development and transfer dechnolegies, as
required, to encourage researmhthe area oconservation
and sustamable usehwodiversity Mechanisms will be
provided to fanhtate access leading-edge technologies
by researclorganizations so that new knowledge of
Colombian biodiversity can be moreasily generatecval-
dated and disseminated

+The estabhshment of mformation systems on
biodiversity, throughwhich information on thecompo
nents Of biodiversity i Colombia will be brought together
The systemswill be based oscientific research ancom
munity research, and anformation available 1n local and
foreign biologreal collections Thebiodiversity information
systemwill include theidentification, compitation, evalua
tion andsynthesis of the base cColombian saentific and
technological knowledge antraditional knowledge of
biodiversity

*Funding For themplementation of the Pohcy,
there will be funding from 1nternational cooperation,
the national budget, projects related toconsery-
ation and sustamablmse of biodiversity through
FONAM and from ECOFONDCwhich supportsNGO
projects

22 Decreg 1059 June 7 1993
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The INSEB report is a baseline for the evaluation of the state of
scientific knowledge of biodiversity in Colombia. It will identify

research priorities and set up a system of indicators to follow up

the situation of biodiversity.

ollowing Article 6 of the Convention,
Colombia's Minustry of theEnvironment and
Alexandervon HumboldtInstitute have been
conducting two vitally important processes
in biodiversity theNauonal Biodiversity Strategy anats
Plan ofAction -ENBPA- and the Natmnal Report on the
Situation Of Biodiversity m Colombia —INSEB—
THE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY AND ITS
PLAN OF ACTION —ENBPA—
If conservation andsustamnable “se of biodiversity 1s to
be achieved, 1t 15 important that theprinciples andobjec
tives of theConvention and the NatmnaPolicy heincerpo-
ratedinto thepolicies, plans ancrogrammes of all sec-
tors,so that processewhich cause a loss ohbiodiversity
will heavoided
The NatmnaBiodiversity Pohcyis a step forwardn
planning the “se anconservation of biodiversi-
tyit proposes a framework aétion in the
longer anmedwm terms leaving rcom for
the development afiore specific strate- ’
giesma plan of actmn to be adopted,
once the strategys designed To this end,
and as part of the processimplementation
of the NatmnaBiodwversity Pohcy
Colombra 1s currentlyworking out
the Strategy to bimplemented y
by the Plan oAction, which will
ilentify and definan national and local terms,
those whowill beresponsible for actions to he

%

of the Pohcy The Strategybemng drawn up by groups of
experts for thadentification andorganization of priorities
for actmnin each area of thpolicy Consultations are
bang held to encouragonstructive dialogue between the
environmental authorities and thepublic, to secure that
thereis a commen understanding of the scope of the
Strategy, and to develop a” awareness of shresponst-
bility for theimplementation of the Pohcy The groups of
expertswill cover all the areas of the Pohcy mclude
representatives of thpublic andprivate sectonnvelved m
decision making, decentralized State agencies, scientific
researclorganzations, NGOs, theindigenous and black
communities and local groups

\3&  M—
taken, humanresources required, institutions, infra .

structure and funcrequired to Implement thstrategies
andmstruments of the Pohcy

Work began on the Strategy and ‘Action Planin
Novembei997, as part of the process implementation




Therecommendations of the groups of experwill be
compiled as atechmical document by the Alexandvon
Humboldt Institute Based on that document, tMinistry
will then start a process consultation andpolitical nego
tiatton atnational level Thefinal Strategy documerwill
then be prepared fosubmission to the National
Environmental Council for approval®

NATIONAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF
BIODIVERSITY —INSEB—

The reports abaselme for theevaluation of the state of
scientific knowledge ofbiodiversity in Colombta Itwill
dentify researclpriorities and set up a systemmndica-
tors to follow up thesituation of btodtverstty, so that mea-
sures can be taken to responcny problemsidentified It
will thus be anmportant mput for the Strategy

Work began on the Repait November 1996 as the first
of aseries of regular reports foongoing follow-up of the
sttuation Of brodrversity in Colombta Some Sspectalists
m different areas have produced thts Repwith 37 case
studies and all secondary tnformatton abbiwodiversity
available in the countryThis initiative was madepossible
through UNEP-GET funding andadmimstrative support
from the UNDP Officen Bogota

Thedirection andcoordination of the Reports the
responsthility of the Alexandevon HumboldtiInstitute,
and a number of othepublic andprtvate organizations
took part, such a<olaencias, Corpoica, Invemar,
Universidad Javeriana and thecvil society reserve net-
work, amongst others

The Report tsdwided in three parts The first characterizes
biodiversity atthe level of ecosystems and kpecies, mawmly
related tcendemic species or those m Some degree exposed to
threats

The seconcection analyze<available information on
the direct andindirect causes of loss of btodtverstty The
Report reflects threlative lack ofavailable tnformatton on
the causes of loss, and suggests stopics which need
moredetailed studyn the short term

Thethird section takes agts referencepoint thestruc-
ture Of thePolicy, andprovides tnformatton on thaation
al capabulity m conservatton 1n situ andex situ, knowledge
and research, and tsustainable use of btodtversttin
Colombta5s

23 This process will be undertaken in 1998

PROGESS OF CONSULTATION AND DRAFTING OF THE STRATEGY

Process of consultation
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Colombia has applied a legal framework, and has taken specific

action to facilitate the development and transfer of technologies

in some sectors directly and indirectly related to the sustainable

management of biodiversity.

he Natmnal Report on tiSituation of
Brodiversity —INSEB— and the Natmnal
Biodiversity Strategy anats Plancf Action
-ENBPA- are thdogical results of the
implementation of theConvention and the
Pohcy
Smce themtroduction of the 1991Constitution,
Colombia has reassertets interest and duty to adopt mea-
sures forconservation, protection and sustamable devel-
opment ofur biological and culturaheritage During the
1990s a number of general measures have been fimken
relation to some terms of thConvention in order tocom
plement andfacilitate its process Oimplementation at
national level
Colomhia 1s aware of the need tncorporate biodiver-
sity mtoits social andeconomic processetn themterest of
sustamable developmeBiodiversity, according to the
Convention of Biological Diversity, the Constitution of
1991 and Law99 of 1993,1s an Important part obur
national heritage andit 1s of mterest to allmankind and
should besustamnably protected and used
This chapter offers brief description of the general
measures adopted for the encouragemeiconsérvation
and sustamable “se biodiversity, andits mncorporation
mto sector and mtesectorial plans,programmes and
policies

r = LEGISLATION
#

§

As required by Articles 8 and 10 of thConvention™,
Colombia has developed a set of legal Instrumentfacil-
tate the management bhiodiversity atnational level

We take as examples only a few of the nprovisions of
law regarding conservation, knowledge an@ustamn-
able use obiodiversity

The newregulations develop the general framework of
law described in Section [1l of this document, and shows
thatColombia has a number of legal Instruments to make
implementation of the NatmnaBiodiversity Pohcy, and

hence the Conventmeasier, and to beavailable as tools
for this purpose

These legal Instruments embody 1dea of sustainable
development and form ampeortant part of the tools used
by theenvironmental authorites If these tools were not
available, theauthorities would not beable to perform
therr functions which are largely focused cworking for
theabjectives of the Conventmn and Pohcy

1 Importantachievements in conservation

THE STRENGTHENING OF THE NATIONAL PROTECTED
AREAS SYSTEM-SINAP

The Natmnal Nature Parks System has 46 natural areas
registered 2 National Nature Reserves, dNature Parks,
8 Flora and FaunS$anctuaries and oneUnique Natural
Area,totalling 9,045,403 6 hectares, about 8% Colom-
hia's land area In the lafive yearstwo new nature parks
have beelexpanded®, three new flora and fausanctu-
aries have beeldemarcated*® and one new Nature Park
added” The areas of the neadditions to the System total
163,87 Lhectares®

Thefollowing 1s theadmimstrative organization of the
Nature Parks System

»The Nature ParkSystem? The Systems com-
posed of a set of areas exceptional value to thenauonal
heritage which, for the benefits of the whopopulation
and due teherr natural historical or culturakharacteris-
tics, are reserved under one or another ofcategories m
the System The System seeks to conserve and perpetuate
outstanding values of flora, fauna, landscapehstoric
remains, mamtain biodiversity and secure thecological
stability of ecosystems, as regulated m Decree 622 of 1997

TheSpeaial Administrative Uit for the Nature Parks
System-UEASPNN-1s a techmcal, operative andexecutive
agency foMinstry policy respensible for theadministra-
tion of the System, arestructured by Decree 2915 of 1994

The following are some of the legelassifications gtven
to protected aream order to strengtheSINAP

-
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PARK SYSTEM

AREAS OF THE NATURE NATIONAL

Park System Areas; UAESPI

(N, Ministry of the Enviromment, 1997
|




+ Integrated ManagemeDsstricts, defined as areas
of the biosphere which for environmental or socio-eco-
nomic reasons are demarcated érganization planning
andregulation of the use and management of renewable
natural resources areconomuc activities there applying
thecriteria of sustainable development Thesdistricts
may be used for thpreservation, protection, production
or recovery of ecosystenwithin them, as regulated by
Decree 1974 of 1989

. Protective forest areas, woodlands of general
Interest and forestry reservThis protects aigmfi-
cantportion of forestry reserves used as a source of water
supphean a number omumerpal districts, under Law 2 of
1959 and Decree 2811 of 1974

« Private Nature ReserveShe Mmnstry s currently
working on the regulation of Articles 109 and 110of Law
99 of 1993regarding the estabhshmeniaintenance and
requirements for these ReserveéThis categoryis particu
larly important since the commumty plays direct partin
theconservation of biodiversity The purpose cthis type
of reservess to support theonservation efforts onprivate
property made towards examples of natecosystems
which have beeuntervened little or not at all, and have
beensustainable managed

. NaturalAreas for Special Managemen-NASM—

These areas astablished to protect the natural wealth
of acertain area Irdecember of 1996 theMimstry of the
Environment declared as a Natural Area fSpecial Mana
gement the corareefs of thearctupielago of San Andres,
Providence and SantCatalina, in thecaribbean sea

REDUCTION OF PROCESSES AND ACTIVITIESFHICH
CAUSE DETERIORATION AND LOSS OFBIODIVERSITY

The following measures have betaken®

e Environmental Licences and Environmental
ImpactAssesments are nowequired for projects, Works
and othemctvities which might have an adverse effect on
renewable natural resourcé@cree 1753 of 1994)

Thus I1s a planning mstrument which introduce environ
mentalvariables mto deaision-making and attempt to solve
thedilemma of developments conservation, aswell as to
defend thecollective rights of the commumty

*Control and supervision of ammal and plant
health and health productauimal genetic materials
and seeds fcsowing, by theagricultural authority ICA
Supervise animal andplant health ancepidemiology in
order to prevent, control and manage pests or other harm-
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NATURE PARKS

AMACAYACU
CAHUINARI
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ful organisms which do or may affect
plants, ammals and thesr products, n
continuous harmony with the protec-
nion of natural resources Regulated by
Decree 1840 of 1994

* Control of pollution caused by
domestic and industrial atmosphersc
emussions and the generation of noise
and odours The intention 1s to per-
suade mdustry and the household to
adopt cleaner technologies which will
progressively favour the decontamina
tion of the environment and a reduction
of polluting waste Decree 948 of 1995

* Temporary prolubitions to pre-
vent forest fires These are temporary
measures to combat the critical period
of drought which has affected Colombia
since 1997, and 1s forecast to continue through 1998 The
drought provides all the conditions for a proliferation of
forest fires which are a sertous threat to Colombian ecosys-
tems The prohibitions appear m Decrees 2340 of 1997 and
2143 of 1997

*Certificate of Forestry Incentive for the
Conservation of woodland ecosystems which have
been mtervened hittle or not all Incentives are used to
stimulate the protection and conservation of the differ-
ent natural areas found in Colombia Decree 900 of
1997

RESTORATION OF DEGRADED ECOSYSTEMS AND
THREATENED SPECIES

* The Statute for the Protection of Ammals, which
bans the hunting of wild anumals nation-wide, except for
scientific or research purposes Law 84 of 1989

*Reforestation Certificates —CIF—, an incentive to
promote the establishment and maintenance of forests for
protection or production Regulated by Law 139 of 1994
and 1ts Regulatory Decree 1824 of 1994

*Botanical Gardens and other ex situ conserva-
tion centres, regulated by Law 299 of 1996 to protect
flora and regulate the activities of the botanical gardens,
and Decree 331 of 1998 which regulates Law 299 of 1996
with regard to the incentives and prerogatives of the botan
1cal gardens In addition to being an incentive to start
botanical gardens, the Decree also offers mechanisms to
control their activities

5 PP,

2 Greater knowledge of biodiversity
THE FOLLOWING MEASURES HAVE BEEN TAKEN
*The Wild Fauna Statute, regulating all aspects of

scientific research on wild amimals Decree 1608 of 1978

*The Wild Flora Statute, regulating scientific
research into wild flora Order 33 of 1978

*The Saience and Technology Law —S&T— (Law 29
of 1990) created the National Science and Technology
System and uses the National sctence and Technology
Council to promote the incorporation of S&T nto economic
and soctal development plans and programmes and the
formulation of medium and long term S&T plans

*The encouragement of scientific research and
technological development through projects and com
plementary activities of public and private orgamsations
The National S&T System has national programmes for
Science and Technology in different areas, including farm
ing, the environment and habitat Decree 585 of 1991, reg
ulating Law 29 of 1990

*The reorganization of the Science and Technol-
ogy Research Agency Colciencias, which promotes and
funds research projects in various areas such as the envi
ronment and habitat Decree 2934 of 1994, regulating Law
29 of 1990

*The Scientific Research Institutes of the Mimistry
of the Environment, as described earlier IDEAM3!, INVE-
MAR*, Alexander von Humboldi33, SINCHI*, and the John
von Neumann Institute?



TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, ESPECIALLY ARTICLES 12
AND 8 J OFTHL CONVENTION

The followmng measures have been taken

«The National Commussion for the Indigenous
Territories and theStanding Comnussion for Indigenous
Concertation, WhoSefunctions amongst others abods-
versity andgenetic resourcedn ndigenous reserves and
the collective intellectual property of knowledgeassoctat-
edwith thatbiodiversity Decree1397 of 1996

. Special regtme for Afro-Colombian communi-
ties, which are general measures for fprotection of
black culture and the blaccommunities'lands Law 70 of
1993and Decree 1745 of 1995

. Special regime for the protectmn aindigenous
peoples therr cultures andtherr lands Law 21of 1991,
alsoraufymg IL0 Conventmn169

» Andean Decision 391 of theCartagena Agreement,
adopting aCOMMON regime ON ACCESS tgenetic resources
Thus regional Decision protects access to thntangible com
ponent by thencorporation of @ supplement to the contract
of accesswith conditions governing the actviies underit

Transiory Article 8 gives the basis for theadoption of a
special regme DY the Andean countries, mtended t0 Strength
en the protectmn cradinonal knowledge janovations and
practices among thendigenous, Afro-Colombian and local
communuties n accordancwith the terms of thdecsion,
International LaborOrganizaton —1L0— Conventmn 169 and
the Conventmn oOBwodiversity

3 Sustamable use

THEREAREANUMBEROFINSTRUMENTSFORTHECON
TROL AND PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE USE OF RENEW-
ABLE NATURAL RESOURCES SOME OF THEM ARE

.Regime for Forestry andVdd Flora (Decree 1791
of 1996)

«The Wdd Fauna Statutiregulating hunting and the
management and “sofwild anmals Decree 1608 of 1978

+The WaterRegulations, which adopts measures for
the adnunstration. Of fresh water, regulates “se and the
treatment ofiquid wastemn order toensure thatwater
resources are preserved and permaneravailable
Decrees1541 0f1978, 1594 of 1984 and 901 of 1997

» Fishing Regulations, t0 regulatefishing in the sea
andmn contnental waters, anaquaculture Decree 2256 of
1991 regulatmg Law 13 of 1990

. Environmental Licences and Environmental
Impact Assessments Decree 1753 of 1994

*The Convention ON International Trade of
threatenedpecies of wild flora and fauna -CITES-/'
ratfied by Law 17 of 1981 and regulatory Decree 1401 of
1997 giving the Minustry speaific functions as theadmims
trauve authority of the Conventmn foColombia, and
Decree 1420 of 199manung the Colombian scientific
author1ties responsible under the Conventmn
*Procedure for the granting of permuts and
authorizations under the CITES Conventmn Reg3
of 1997
*Measures to set Ujummum controls to secure
the sustamability of mangrove ecosystems and
neighbouring areaResolution 1602 of 1996 and
Resolution 257 0f 1997
*Ports authorized for international tradem wdd
ammals and plantDecree 2967 of 1997
Finally, with regard to thetrengthening of the
biotechnology programmes, Law 29 of 1990 anfs regu- —
latory Decreesasexplained earlier, promotescientific f“ /““\\‘
researchin different fields, including the environment - /l
andhabutat 7
INCENTIVES £ 7
In accordancewith Article 11 of theConvention onL__E::E]
Biodwversity* Colombia has workecout a number ofncen
tives, which we NOW describe
The lastsection of Law 99 of 1993 says that tPresident
will exercise s powers under theonsttution and the law
to estabhsh regime Of incentives, including economic
incentrves, for theappropriate “se of theenvironment and
of renewable natural resources, and for the recovery and
conservation Of €COSystems bprivate owners
The Ministry has beemworking onthis mandate, bylis
seminating aseries Of tax benefits to promotnvestment
n andreconversion Of theenvironment SOmesuccesses
have already been recorded, batfhe application of tax
incentives tO investment in the environment and1”
research oOrvaluation and on thedesign of economic pob
aes for the local management of ecosystemColombia
1 Taxincentives for environmental investment
There are a number of tancentives to stumulate 1nvest-
mentin theadoption of cleantechnologies, theconserva-
tion Of strategic ecosystemsreforestation andeconserva
tion, amongst others Thincentives aredesigned to
achieve the objectives of the National Environmental
Policy, speafically its programmes for clean production,
the protectmn oftrategic ecosystems arbiodiversity, &

BIODWERSITY D
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an ref%estanon This set of incentives 1s an important
s

N
Clean production 1s one of the strategies of sustainable

development, 1e of continuous improvement in produc
tive services and processes to reduce the adverse effects on
the environment and renewable natural resources To
improve busmesses i terms of competitrve position —to
umprove therr performance m wsing and transforming
resources and facilitating a reduction 1n the generation of
all kinds of waste {toxic and mert)

Based on this, the Policy seeks to introduce instruments
such as penalty charges for certain types of discharge
which will lead to environment ally-favourable goals at the
lowest possible cost to the economy and to the sector
regulated

Among the mcentives for clean production, the new Tax
Statute provides for the following

*YAT exemption for environmental investment
Purchases of equipment to momtor, control and follow up
the requirements of environmental law are not subject to
value-added tax

* VAT exemption on imported equipment not pro
duced 1n Colombua, for processing or recycling waste, treat-
ment of waste water, atmospheric emssions, solid waste
and recovery of rivers, and equipment for compliance with
the Montreal Protocol, which commutted Colombia and its
mdustries to reduce gases which affect the ozone layer

* Exemptions for gas and household services VAT
exemptions have been introduced to encourage the use of
gas, which costs less to produce than other hydrocarbon
fuels and does less harm to the environment

* Incentives for the control of atmospheric emus-
stons from mobile sources Mobile sources are respon-
sible for about 60% of air pollution, and a tax mncentive
allows 50% of the value of environmental control equip
ment nstalled to be deducted from the VAT due on the
vehicle®

*Incentives to purchase property with ecological
functions The cost of conservation of ecosystems
through tax mcentives such as that described below 1s
much lower than that of restoration when damage has
already been done

COLOMBIA

The Minustry believes that it would be more efficient to
encourage the private sector to engage 1n conservation
instead of assumung the high cost of restoration itself?

The mncentive 15 that private indmviduals should be
encouraged to sell their property with ecological functions
to the State or to mixed organizations 1n which the state
has 2 majority, 1n rural, urban or suburban areas which
help to protect the environment and renewable natural
resources 1n general, as well as the conservation and recov
ery of strategic ecosystems and the sources of town water
supphes®

INCENTIVES FOR FORESTRY

* The Forestry Certificate —CIF— for reforestation

Law 139 0f 1994 and 1ts regulatory Decree 1824 of 1994
regulate the Forestry Certificate

The Certificate expresses the mtention that the govern
ment will reimburse reforestation m cash to cover part of
the expense of planting and maintenance of new commer
c1al or protective/productive plantations* The mvestor
must apply to the Regonal Environmental Authority for
the CIF

The CIF covers all new forestry projects implemented mn
areas suited to the growing of trees and intended to use
native and introduced species mawnly for timber, and other
products such as essential oils, latex, resin and gum

The CIF 1s funded by the national budget, decentrahzed
agencies, fines, transfers of all kinds by public entities,
domestic and foreign loans and international cooperation
Together, these funds form the Forestry Incentive fund cre
ated by decree 1824 of 1994%

* CIF for woodland conservation

This version of the CIF follows Law 139 of 1994 and Art
250 of the tax reforms of Law 223 of 1995 It was then reg
ulated by Decree 900 of April 1, 19974

This law marks an advance n the development of eco-
nomic nstruments for environmental management 1n
Colombua, as well as an advance in implementing the prin
aples of Law 99 of 1993

The Conservation-CIF compensates the direct and other
costs of an owner who conserves natural woodland ecosys
tems on his property which have been intervened little, or
not at all The owner applies to his Regional Environmental
Authority te qualify for the incentive

The Conservation CIF 15 usually granted to those own
ing areas of natural forest which have not been intervened

or only shightly intervened in areas which are



. Located?,500m above sea level

»Forest with only primary and secondarvegetation
round the edge of water sources and swamps

» Forest 1n national orregional nature parksregistered
as ownergrior to thedeclaration of the area as a Nature
Park andin comphance with the law for the management
of the area, and

*Forestm basins whtch are the sources of local water
supphes

Areas owned by the State do recerve benefits of this
kind Nor do areawhich the lawrequires to be conserved
as natural woodland The loceavironmental authority
must report thegranting of Conservation CIF for areas
within the ParksSystem* A Censervation CIF may only be
granted for areas up to 50 hectares of woodland

So far, there have betConservation CIFapplications
for someUs$3 million around the country ThMimstry of
the Environment has set sompriority areas fokonsidera
tion, notably the Andemassif whtchisthe source of the
major rivers —Magdalena and Cauca

The Munistry hasdesigned aseries of operating manuals
and hasworganized mduction workshops for th@egional
Envirenmental Authorities responsible for theapplication
andexecuuon of themcentive

TheMnstry has also taken thnihative to diversify the
sources ofunding to pay for theConservation CIF There
are at present some $9mulion (US$600,000) available
for 1998, a sumwhich it 1s hopedwill increase once the
mcentive has been taken up kaxpayers®

INCENTIVES FOR DONATIONS TO ENVIRONMENTAL
AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCHINSTITUTIONS®

The private andmuxed sectors are encouraged to make
donations to researchnstitutes which work for the
Ministry Theincentives are expresseit terms ofmvest-
ments in science and technologyevidenced by a contract
or agreement for scientific project, or as alonation to a
scientific Or environmental mstitutions®

2 Researcin theDesign of NewlIncentives

Important researcis alsobeing done orestablishing
thetechnical basis for thedesign of neweconomuc and
othermcentives to encourage thpublic to take up the cau-
se ofconservation and thesustamable use ofbrodiversity

One of the areas of research concernsaluation and
design of economic pohcies for the local management of
Colombian ecosystems, a joint project of the Alexander von
HumboldtInstitute andNational Planming Department
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This research aims to produce a new concept 1
approaches tO conservation, preservation, maintenance,
sustamable use andrestoration of re-newable natural
resource\which are an Important source mitome for the
country as a whole and for the locommumttes which
have gradually beetequiring greater awareness of the
importance Of protecting biodiversity

The above arejust afew examples of thewide range of
mncentves available 1n Colombia to encouragenviron
mentally healthynvestments and theadoption of clean
technologies Between them, thencentives form avital
instrument for theimplementation of thePolicy and the
Convention They are Intended to promcéonservation
and sustamable use of the componefbediversity, and
to discourage transformation anddegradation

TRAINING, EDUCATION AND DISSEMINATION

In accordancewith Articles 12 and 13 of the
Convention®, andits own 1991Constitution, Celombia has
taken aseries of measures to strengthpublic awareness
of themportance of environmental education to present
andfuture generations who face the challenge makmng
theidea of sustamable developmenteality

Environmental education 1s an essential tool :n thegen-
eration of a new concept of development wheobjective
Isto be sustamable The 19Constitution accepts that
environmental education has efunction in theformation
of theatrzen, who most he aware ¢us rolein thebuilding

2 of ademocratic society where sustamable development,

a

COLOMBIA

b

thequality of life, environment andeducation areinsepa
rable concepts™®

Law 99 of 1993 makert afunction of theMinistry of the
Environment to adopt plansprogrammes andactivitzes in
environmental education jointly with the Mimstry of
Education

In this context,educational proposals must he made
which mcorporate theenvironmental dimension, and the
Education Law (Law 115 of 1994) proposes tlenviron-
mentaleducation will he part of mandatornnstruction,
andwill he formallymcorporated into thecurricuium

Decree 1743 of 1994 regulated Law 115 of 1994niry
ducing the SchooEnvironmental Projects (PRAES) 1n all
basic education mstttutions, in order to help solvspecific
environmental problems The Decrelso calls for the for-
m&on of teachers tdirect the PRAES anprovide the
whole range oenvironmental education

The Ten Year Plan fceducation, producedn 1996,
expresslyrequires thatenviconmental education. becomes
part of thebasic cycle, andits objectives and goalscontain
the proposal th&‘Citizens must he formed to uscientific
andtechnological knowledge to make contribution of
some kmdn therr field of activity, to the sustamabldevel
opment of the country and tlpreservation of theenvr-
ronment”

Likewise, thestrategies at the heart of thsubject of
environmental education mclude £) Coordination between
sectors anibetween institutions, #) Themelusion of envi-



ronmentaleducation m formal and non-formaeducation,
1) The encouragement of researchindividual partic-
ipation to support the€itizens Projects for Enwronmental
Education -PROCEDA-sv) Theformation of teachers for
environmental educatton #) Thedesign, implementation,
support ancpromotion of plans ancictions 1n communi-
cation anddissemination, #6) Thepromotion and strength
ening of enwonmentemilitary service, #1t) Thepromo-
tion Of ethno-education n environmental education, and
v1i) The encouragement of enwonmekdueation pro-
jects with a gendeperspective’?

In the poliical and legal contexdescribed, the
Environmental Education, Civic Participation and Popu-
lation Advisory Office of theMiustry of theEnvironment
startedworkn 1995 on the documef‘Cultura paralaPaz
Hacia una Politica deEducacién Amhiental, 1995-1998” |t
alsosigned agreements with theMmustry of
Education, the Apprenticeship Service
SENA, and thehigher education authority
ICFES, funded byibB and the World BankThts
was the start of a number activities which

wclude projects n the area oenvironmental
educational training of environment sector
professionals, training for a specialist
enwonmental pohce force astrength-
ening Of institutions for urbanenviron-
mental management

In 1995 theMmistry set up the
Environmental Educ ation Network—TARA
PA-, as a means supporting andcoordinating
enwonmental educaticactivities the Regonal
Environmental Authorities, and fol I
lowed upits strategy ofeducational com
munication anddissemnation on anational scale

Amongstts activities in this field were thepublication,
printing anddistribution of themagazine Dwersa and the
bulletn Diversidad, which disseminate scientific and edu
cational iformation, major eventsin theenvironment sec-
tor, andspecifically addressed toreadership notfamihar
with enwonmentasubjects

Following this hne of work, a CD RONnultimedia
Spatush/English gmde to theNationial Parks was recently
produced to promotecotourism andenvironmental edu-
cation, with over 400 photographs, ¥deos and 1,000
information files on the natural and cultural wealth of
Colombia Thegude offers a detadeview of thedifferent

biogeographical regions andbiodiversities The informa
tion on the Parkancludes trails, Infrastructure, ecosys
terns,activities, cultures and the locipopulation

Thus,Colombia can besaid to developed formal and
non formaleducational proposalan recentyears, designed
to encourageonservation and the sustamable use bio-
dversity, and to havancorporated themmto the plans,
programmes andpolicies of the education arefviron-
ment sectors

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Article 13 of theConvention refers to the need to pro- /A ﬁ.
mote pubhc awareness of the Importance okonserva /g

tion Of biodiversity Colombia has eseries of mechamsms|
which allow theordinary citizen to participate n environ
mental management, so tcollective awareness of the
Importance of thsustamnable development of otbiodi
versity will bemultiplied
In the last ten yeaColombia hasdesigned
and Implemented series of policies and
legalnstruments® to facihtate and promote
theactive participation of avil society i all
kmds ofdecisions, andin particular in
deasions related to environmental
management and tprotection of
} biodiversity
In relation to the legal mechamsms
for theparticipation of cwvil society
m environmental management, there
are now nevopportunities for coordr-
nation between sectors and fatizen partic-
ipation 1n national bodies, such as the
"% National Environmental Counctl, and
regional and locabodies such as thboards
of theRegional Environmental Authorities*, participation
the Environment Public Hearings onenvirenmental dect
sions under debate, and tPrior Consultations with the
indigenous and blackommunities, held when a proposal
1s made tcexplowt natural resources on or uncherr com-
munity lands
There are other equally Important forms éproce
dures of participation, such ag) Theright of any pubhc or
private individual or entity to intervene in administrative
proceduresnvolving theenvironment, 1§) Therequire-
ment thatdeasions on enwonmental matters must be
communicated to any persorrequesting it in writing, and
i) Thernight of all individuals and legakntities to make a
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formal petiion to theenvironmental authoriuies for ifor
mation concermng anyenvironmental problem There are
also thevarious actions avalable under theCenstitution®,
mentionecdin Chapterll of this report

Law 21 of 1991 contains special provisions for indige-
nous commumties, and Law 70 of 1993 sets ugspecial
regime for the blackcommumties Both reassert the
Constitutional and legaprimnciple of prior consultation on
projects to be executanl theterritories of thesecommu-
nities Law70 of 1993 adds that the blacommunities may
participate in environmental impact studies for projects
requiring environmental hcences, and proposed their
territories

Another important developments the creation of ECO
FONDO, stabhsheduring 1993 1994 The fund was pro-
posed as a channel for local aoreign contributiens tof)
thestrengthening of Colombian NGOs engagedh environ-
mental managemers) Thefostering of knowledge, man-
agement and conservatmn of €nvirenment and renew-
able natural resources, an)iThepromotion Of sustain
able development through ttfunding of projectsexecut
ed by thestwrganizations Independently, om coordina-
tion with governmenigencies ECOFONDO1s legally
defined as a “Non profiéommen utility mstitution with its
own assets anadmumustrative autonomy”

The Fund was the result ofnmjor process oconsulta
on in different regions of Colomhia, m which government
agencies andNGOs, DNP and INDERENA, amongst others,
took part

To date, more than 3(¥G0s are part of ECOFONDO
Thus, theadnumstrative, political andfinaneial responsi
bility basically falls on theseNGOs

ECOFONDO has from the stanfluenced andpartic-
ipated in the Instances oaction provided by the
Constitution and the law foivil seciety, such as the
Regional Planning councils and the Boards of the Regmnal
DevelopmentCorporations

In the lastwo years, somUS$3 million has beekhs-
bursed to 65projects being executed by 6'ifferent NGOs
The projects fall under arewhich the Fund may finance,
andinclude §) Therelationship between culture and the
conservatmn and use of natural resousseShe manage
ment and conservatmn ecologically-important areas##)
Environmental education, andz#) The transfer oénviron-
mental technology

ECOFONDO will havereceived someli$$53 million to

manage between 1993 and 2002 SUS$12 million of
this come fromCanadian debt for nature swaps ai/s$41
million from US swaps of the same krECOFONDO's pro-
posals have also been supporfmancially andlogtstical
ly by Colombian NGOs and iternational organisations
such aswwF US, WNF,USAID, UNDP andIUCN%

Fmally it should bementioned thatsince 1995ECOFON-
DO has hacrelations with the EuropeaiCommunity, the
AmazonEavironment Fund, FES, thelectricity sector
finance company FEN and trBIOPACIFICO project,
amongst others, to execute and fiprojects jointly

DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER F

Articles 16, 18 and 19 of thdonvention onBiodiversity )
makeprovisions for the access to and transferappropri- :) ]
ate technologies to achieve the objectives of the {:\\/;
Convention, and forscientific andtechmical cooperation
and thedistribution of its benefitshetween thecontracting
parties

In this areaColombia has ewide ranging legal frame-
work for suchactivities to take placelegistation 1s
designed to encourage the development and transfer of
technology useful anapplicable to sustamable develop-
ment and the conservatmnhbiodiversity at all levels

In order toillustrate the progress madnthis area, we
wouldmention someprogrammes for theagricultural sec-
tor which are nowbeing implemented andwluch promote
the sustamable use ofbrodiversity withun the framework of
theNational Biodiversity Pohcy

» The agricultural researchnstitute CORPOICA was
created to undertake reseawhich wouldimprove the
competitive position Of farm preduction, equity mn thedis-
tribution of technology ansustamability m the use of the
natural resources, amongst otffunctions CORPOICA
works onprojects related to problems efosien and the
managemerofl ecosystems amangst other areas |tsresearch
and technology transfer programs are Intended to produce
mechamsms which will strengthemsustamable farm produc-
uon andintroduce harmonyin therelationship betweerpro-
duction systems and thprotection of theenvironment The
projects which CORPOICA finances ancofinances are of
direct andindirect benefit toagriculture, thescentific and
technological areas of Industry, and tenvironment COR-

POICA 15 funded by thenational budget, the proceeds of sale

of its research resultprivate sectorincome n thecofinanc-

mg of research and technology transfer projects, céher

Colombian sources anumternational cooperation®
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Finally, 1t should be noted th<COLCIENCIAS, which
promotes andunds researclprojects in different areas,

. TheNational Agricultural Technology Transfer
Programme—PRONATTA-% 1s mainly intended to contr-
bute to themodermzation anddiversification of agricul
ture, fisheries andfish breeding and forestrymaking them
morecompetitive andimproving thequality of hfe of the
small farmer

The Stateagricultural development agency ICA,
through PRONATTA, acts tebtan theparticipation. of
Colombian entities m thecofinancing of researchtechnt-

ncluding environment andhabitat, hassince 1991 bee”
mvolved in projectsn different areas of thenvironment
sector,including technology transfer for clezproduction
We shouldnention that the project that startan1 1997 for
the creation of aNational Centre for CleaneEroduction
andEnvironmental Technology, wasonceived as acentre
for the development of technolocworking for the
National Association of Industrialists —ANDI COI CIENCIAS
has so faicontributed non-reimbursable seedcapital
totalling the equvalent of US$150,000 The Centreis
expected to makit possible to transfer cleatechnologies

cal assistance, technology transfer and trammg, amongst
otherfunctions

The Program also supports tNational IT Network
System aneprovides trammgan relation to thedesign, fol

low up ancevaluation of projects One of thenteria of el
gibility of a projects economic andenvironmental sus-
tanability®

TheProgramme benefits theagricultural andenviron-
mental sectors Funds are allocateprojects proposed
freely by public, private and mutecorganizations atregion-
al andnational levels

The conditions of access tPRONATTA cofinancing
funds for research are as follows

PEONALIAY I

50% Scientific Research

RESEARCH ENTITY

50%
85% Technical assistance, technology 15%
transfer and trammg

70% National Network System, follow-up 30%

and evaluation of proyects

in order to encouragconversion to environmentally
healthy anceconomically viable technologies, especially in
mdustry

In sum, wefind thatColombia has apphed a legal

framework asdescribed here, and has, througtseries of
different governmentigencies, takenspecific action to
facilitate the development and transfertechnologies m
some sectordirectly andindirectly related to thsustain-
able management biodiversity, such aagriculture,
mdustry and theenvironment

INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Articles 17 and 18 of thConvention stress thampor-

tance of providing suitable mechamsms to promote the

exchange omformation onconservation andsustainable
“se ofbiodiversity and forscientific andtechnical coopera-
tion for this purpose Irthis areaGolombia has madsig
nificant progresan the estabhshment biodiversity infor-
mation Systems

Progress has been made ondesign andimplementa-

With regard to Development and Technology Transfer,
Colombia agamn has a sohd legal framework, based mamly
m the 1991Consttution®and Law 29 of 1990 anats regu-
latory Decrees®

tion of theEnvironmental Information System, createut
1994 andcoordinated by IDEAM, which manages the oper
ational structures of data anoformation m such a way as
to ensure that the models produced foriterpretation

Law 29 of 1990 s also known as the Science and

Technology Law, andt contains rules for the encourage-

ment ofscientific research antechnclogical development
Amongst othenhings, it facilitates activities related to tech-

of natural phenomena and their interaction with eco-
nomic andsoctal development arfunctioning asintended
TheEnvironmental Information System hasspealfic
application for infermation on biodiversity, coordinated

with the Alexandevon Humboldtlnstitute Thelnstitute
has started to evaluate the databasehiodiversity used
m Colombia and other parts of the worlgy order topro-
vide support fonnstitutions whick arem the process of

nology transfer®?, support forscientific researchn several
areaswhich include theenvironment and renewable nat
ural resources, thmaking of special cooperation agree-
ments between Staigencies andprivate individuals for

scientific and technological activities, researchprojects computerizing information concerning their biologreal

COLOMBIA
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In July 1994 theMustry 1ssued Decree 1600 to regulate
the National Environmental Information and Research
Systems Shortly afterwards (Ji2)t issued Decree 1603,
which created the Alexand®sn HumboldtInstitute,
responsible for handhng mformatmn iodiversity and
genetic resources under ttdirection of theMinstry It 15
also responsible for programmes ainventory, collection,
processing, analysis anddissemmation of data ananfor-
mation required to evaluate and follow up tlspuation of
components obiodiversity

Thelnstitute must alsocoordinate andincorporate the
mformatmninto theEnvironmental Informatien system,
including data statistics, information, systems, models and
documentary anbibliographic mformatmn on thenvi
ronment and renewable naturresources Theoperation
and centracoordmation of this work 1s theresponsibihity
of environmental researchnstitutes, eachworkng it its
specialist areas

For this, and for thedissemination of relevant
mformatmn on thestrategic programmes of the Alexander
von Humboldt Insutnte such Conservation Biology, the
Use andvaluation of Biodiversity, Policy andlLegslation,
Inventories andCommunications, and to prepare the
Nauonal Inventory cBiodiversity, thelnstitute 1s working
on anencyclopaedic-type mformatmn systenwhich allows
for mteractive handhng of large amounts of mformatmn
The systents calledARKAS andis a tool for the handhng of
biological collections which allowsinformation onbiodi-

versity and related parameters to be entered, added, con-

sulted and handled

The ARKAS systempow n an advanced state devel
opment,s designed to facilitate consultation and exchange
of mformatmn between thwvarious collections in
Colombia andnetworking among researcheirsColombia
and abroad The Humbolinstitute 1s supporting the com-
putertzation of some of the most Importabiological col-
lections in Colombia, providing the ARKAS databasegom
puters andfunding the process «womputerization 1tself

In a few years, we expect to hacomputerised mnfor-
mation for most of the Importarcollections in Colombia,
and to be able t*repatnate” mformatmn orColembian
materials held in biological collections of othercountries,
and to have a network operatrcennecting thecollections
and the researchers this, the llumboldtlnstitute has the
financial support of theMuustry, under an agreement

Finally we shouldmention as aregional experience the
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biodiversity information-handling systemsThis was a
regional workshop forLatin America and theCaribbean on
theClearng HouseMechanism -CHM- of theConvention
on Biodiversity held on Octobel3-15m Cartagena,
Colombhia

The event was attended representatives of Latin
America and theCaribbean, GEF, observers from German
cooperation GTZ and the CentreAmerican Commussion
for Environment and Development CCAD, amongst
others

One of thetopics which attracted mosintensive discus
sion Was related to the type of mformatmn that should be
storedin the CHM Thefollowing areas were suggested
national legislation onbiodiversity, mformatmn orbiodr-
versity mnventories, tradiional knowledge obiodiversity,
mformatmn onavailable techniques andtechnologes,
direct ancdhindirect threats, airectory of institutions and
exports onbiodiversity, Systems Oéconomic valuatton and
mcentives, the markets and traassoctated with biodiver-
sity, and environmental impact studies Also, in the
exchange oéxperiences andopimions during the eventy
could beappreciated that the process followed pational
level to create anconsohdate the biodiversity informa-
tion Systems consistent with thepractices and trends of
othercountries

The regtonal workshop was a step forwaimithe con
solidation of the CHM andits relation with regional utia
tives such as thinteramerican Biodiversity Informatmn
Network ~IABIN

The creation of theenvironmental Research and
Information Systemwith aspecific application for brodr-
versity, coordinated by the Alexandevon Humboldt
Institute, 1s amajor step forwardn theorganization of
available mformatmn, anmwill lend greateefficiency to
biodiversity researchactivities m Colombia

FUNDING

Arucle 20 of theConvention refers to theunding which
eachsignatory state shoulprevide, in accordancewith its
means, to suppoactivities deigned to achueve its objec
tives Here, we should stress timportance given to the
environment by Golombia’s environmental policy m the
last five years

In Colombta, the environment sectorrecerves funds
from thenational budget, own resources from tdecen-
tralized agencies and frominternational cooperation In
the last four years (1994 199Cglomhia has earmarked



somet ~sTiliimillion from the budget to finance the
National Environment Policy, whose objectives include the
protection and maintenance of biologiszul cultural
i |.x|'.:|.

The Environmental Policy Unit of the National Planning
Department has recently produced its Financial Manual for
SIN.1 Entities, which offers guidelines for the coordination
of different=murcz= of funding to secure the financi=t=
tainability of 5[%4.

[n s 1~ the Ministry’s Environmentaliv es e
sal: a2 which handles the proceeds of loans from
IDB, approved the funding of some 70 projects related to
education, training and research in the field of environ-
ment and renewable natural resources, for a total of some
I =% million.

Sincel™. X there have been more than 60 projects for
environmental improvement, within the National
Environmental Policy. The projects have been exect.2d
the agencies which form part ™, funded by interna-
tional cooperation and the national budget.

Since most sources cuxis require that projects il
named, the figures which appear below are those official
agreed at the time the projeim: approved, and include
external contributions as well as counterpart resources
provided by Colombian entities. The counterpart resources
ma) be in cash or in kind. Resources in kind are difficult to
quantify, but arer, important contribution to the execu-
tion of preci The main areas of financial investment
are:

a For the protection of strategic ecosystemst.:i-

«.7 1. there have been investments totall'.»* 1~ mil-

lion since 1992, to fond 12 or more projects for execution
inr-e periodr et mE el about! ™ # wirmillion of the
total ofT ==4~ million represent international cooperation.

b. For the government policy for better water and clean
seas and coasts, more than five projects have bee
designed for the period 1993-206i: approved foods
total some. -5 .1 million, of which abou. =%~ million
Will en-resprand to international cooperation.

¢. For woodlands, investments totalling sd ==
million have been made in 11 or more projects for execu-
tion in 1993.2005, the counterpart funds being of the order
of I ~#1.r million.

d. The investment ir_l.:u1 Production is projected as
1=+ 13 million in 1993.2001, for somil- projects. Inter-
national cooperation has approved at **1*million.




e In1996-1998 aboutUS$Gmilhon will be Investedin
Environmental Awareness anEducation International
cooperation will have supphed aboUS$4 mdhon ofthis

f About USS$I million will be Investedn
Environmental Information and research Systerduring
1994-1998

g About Us$1 mdhonwill have been Investeu
Environmental Regulation andPlanningn 1995 1998

1 Clean production
US$ 13 millon 1993-2001

2 Better water and clean seas and coasts
US$ 14 milion 1993-2000

3 Woodlands
USS$ 38mullion  1993-2005

4 Protection of strategic ecosystems
and biodiversity
USS 47 millien  1992-200D

B Strenghten SINA entities
US$ 83 million 1993-2003

6 Environmental regulation  and planning
USS 1million  1995-1998

7 Environmentalinformation and research
systems
US$ 1 mithon 1994-1998

8 Environmental awareness anceducation
US$ 4million 1996-1998

h1s$83 mdhonwill have beennvested in more than
12 projects during 1993.2003, to strengtheSINA
Colombra’s Minustry of theEnvironment 1s currently
negotiating with institutions and governments of other
countries to obtain funding for new projectan the
above areas for 1998 and later A
In this way the fundmg oprojects in areas AN

covered by the Pohayremedying shortcomings
notedin the Pohcy anidentified asbeing the
indirect causes of loss dodiversity deseribed mn
Chapter Il ofthis report
Thescientific researchnstitutes, especially

(since 1995) the Alexandevon Humboldt
Institute, havenvested someUs$3 mdhon
equivalent from thenational budgetin researchn

the Institute’s strategic programs such as
Conservation Biology, the Use and
Valuation of Biodiversity, Pohcy and
Legislation, Inventories, and Communications and
Informaticn

Finally, there are a number of Funused by the

ALISHIAI

Regional Environmental Authorities to financeprojects

for the protectton andsustamnable use of renewable
natural resources, amwhich can thereforandirectly
assist theconservation of biodiversity The mosimpor
tant of these Funds are
» FONAM, which funds anccofinances public andpri-
vate organizations engagedn projects for the manage-
ment ancconservation of renewable natural resources
* PRIDECU, the river basin protection programme
which provides financial andtechmical assistance for pro
jects of localcommunities i conservation, reforestation
and otheactvities affecting water, flora and fauna
« FAMAZONICO, the Amazorenvironmenta! fund
which distributes funds toenvirenmental projectsin the
Colombian Amazon
+« ECOFONDO,which channels funds tconservation
andenvironmental management projects Implemented
by NGOs, working Independently oin coordination with
Stateentities
»The ROYALTIES FUND TheConstitution requires that
a percentage cthis Fund be earmarked fprotection of
theenvironment Law 41 of 1994 allocates 2175% of the
revenues of thaegional authorities for environment
related Investment
*Transfers of theelectricity sector to thRegienal
Environmental Authorities and City and Municipal
admimstrations i the areas afiver basms, dams and
steamgenerating plants Aportion of these transfers
allotted toprogrammes for theprotection andconserva-
tion Of basmsenvironmental Improvement anibasic
sanitation
From theforegomng, 1t can beappreciated thatdespite
fiscal and budgetary problems, the Investments made
b 1n thelast five years arevidence of the Importance of
;' theenvironment sectonn theNational
Development Plan Thmedim and long
term objectives of theNational Environ
ment Pohcy and thNational Biodiversity
Policy 15 that theenvironment sectorwill
be able to coordinate the varnous
sources of fundmgin Colombia and
abroad, and so ensure tfinan
. cual stability of SINA so thatit
. will be able tachieve the
! objectives of lodiversity
policy, amongst other
things
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These Articles contain the following obligatons amongst others binding on signatory States regulation of the use of important biological resources for the con
servation of civersity the maintenance and protection of knowledge innovations and practices of indigenous and !ocal communites the adophon of measures to
promote the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and to reduce adverse eflects on biodiverssity as far as possible

Gorgona Nature Park 1n the Pacific with a narea of 12 487 heclares including its manine terrtory (Resolution 1265 of 1995) and the Rosano Coral Nature Park off
the Canbbean coast plus San Bernards Island with an area of 100,500 hectares I terrtonal waters {Resolubion 1425 of 1996)

Guanenta Departrment of Santander with an area of 10,429 hectares of cak woodland (Resolution 190 of 1993) Malpelo Island with an area of 38,971 hectares
ncluding the 1sland and surrounding ocean (Resolution 4292 of 1985) and Otun Quimbaya in the central range of the Andes wilh an area of 2429 hectares This
region contains examples of Xeroxylum Quindiensis or wax palm Colombia's national tree (Resolution 916 of 1996)

Mangroves of San Andres Providencia and Santa Catalina in the Caribbean (Resolution 136 of 1994) and Old Providence on the Island of Providencia (Resolution
1021 of 1995) with 955 hectares of coral and mangroves

See Map 3 for the distrbution of the system
.

The areas are 1) National Parks 2) Nature Reserves 3) Unique Natural Area 4) Flora Sanctuary 5) Fauna Sanctuary and 6) Highway Park

These regutations develop Article 14 of the Convention which refers amongst other things to the evaluation of environmentat impact or adverse effects which a
gwven project may have en componerts of biodiversity

IDEAM The Instiute of Hydrological Meteorological and Emironmental Studias Dacree 1276 of 1894
INVEMAR The José Benito Vives de Andreis Manne Research Institute Decree 1277 of 1854

The Alexander von Humboldt Biclogical Resources Research institute Decree 1603 of 1994

SINCHI The Amazon Scientfic Research Institute Decres 1603 of 1994

The John von Neumann Pacific Environmental Research Institute Decree of 1994

The Article says that each contracting party will to the best of its ability adopt appropriate economic and social measures to provide Incentives for the conserva
fich and sustainable use if biodversity

Incentivos Tnbutanios a la Inversion Ambientat Office of Econormic Analysts Ministry of the environment 1997 p 5
Ibwd
Incentivos Tributanos a la Inversicn Ambiental Office of Economic Analysis Minustry of the enviranment 1997 p.22

Article 171 Law 223 of 1995 and Art 37 of the Tax Statute in harmony with Arts 107 108 and t11 of Law 99 of 1893 (as cited n Incentivos Tributanos a la Inversion
Ambiental op cit)

DNP Manual Financiero de las Entidades del SINA v 1 Bogota November 1987 Ch 4

Itnd

Ibid

loid

Ibnd

Incentivos Tributanios a la Inversion Ambiental Office of Economic Analysis Ministry of the environment 1997

The applicable provisions of law are {a) Article 6 of Law 29 of 1990 concerning exemptions and allowances for scientific and technelogical actviies and (b) Article
125 of the Tax Statute {Law 223 of 1995} Cited in Incentvos Tributanos a la Inversidn Ambiental p 51

Hernandez Sara (1997) Report on systems of econamic valuation of biodiversity in Celombia prepared for the Natonal Report on Bicdiversity Some relevant
aspects are being worked on e the project for valuation and design of econormic policy for the management of Colombian ecosystems currently being executed
jontly by the Afexander von Humbeldt Institute and DNP

Thase Articles reguire signatory countnias to take the measures necessary to promote and sirengthen research training education and publc awareness of the
mportance of conservation and the sustainable use of brodiversity

Miristry of Education “Incorporacion de la Dimension Ambienta! en la Educacion Basica en zonas rural y pequeno urbanas del pars produced under the agree
ment between the Ministry of the Environment IDB and the Ministry of Education Bogota 1994

Ibid p 8
Ministry of Education working document La Educacidn Ambiental en el Ministeric de Educacion Nacional Historia y Proyecciones Bogotd March 1996
The 199t Constitution and Law 99 of 1993

The Boards allow the partcpation of mayors in the Corporaton’s Junisdichon indigengus or ethnic groups tradibonally settled there and of NGOs domicded there
and engaged principally in the protection of the environment and renewable natural resources (Article 26 of Law 99 of 1893)

i} Action for Enforcement requinng the State to implement its gecisior: 1ii) the Action for the Protection ¢f Fundamental Fights for indrvidual nghts,and i) Popular
Actions for collective rights

DNP Manual Financiero de las Entidades del SINA DNP v 1 Bogota November 1997 Ch 3

DNP op cit Ch § Mechanisms of Sector Financing

The Program was created by Resolution 476 of 1984 and changed by Resoluticn 812 of 1994

ibid

Articles 67 and 70 encourage scientfic and technotogical smprovement the protection of the environment the promotion and fostering of access 1o culture by all
Colombians through scientific and technical instruction amongst other things H also encourages the promotion of research science development and dissermina
tion of the country's cultural values the ereation of incentives for individuals and mstitubions which develop sclence and technology and other cultural expressions
Decree 585 af1991 in which the National Science and Tachnology Council was created COLCIENCIAS was reorganised Decree 393 of 1891 which regulated
associations formed for scientific and techaological actvibes research projects and the creatian of technologies and /Decree 581 of 1991 which regulates specif

¢ modes of contract for the encouragement of research and technology activities

Article 5 states that in all public administrative contracts with foreign individuals or  orgamisations there will be provisions for the transfer of technelogy Article 6
mentions some exemptions and tax akowances and other tax advantages to encourage scientfic and technological activities

Mirustry of the Environment International Techrical Co-operation Office December 1897

! COLOMBIA



The goal ofconservatien and sustamable “se biodr- structure for thepublic administration of theenvironment
versity 15 @ very long term ondt requires a process of con sector,with awide legal frameworkis engagedn two
tinnous Improvement ofproductive services and processes processes cvital Importance for thamplementation of

" order to reduce the adverse effects on eftaronment the Convention, through theMustry of the Environment
and renewablnatural resources Fahis reason the Na and the Alexandevon Humboldtlnstitute (1) The
tional Biodiversity Pohcyrecognizes that“biodiversity 15 Natienal Strategy forBiodiversity andits Plan ofAction,
dynamic i time and space, anits components anevolu and (2) TheNational Report on theSituation of
tionary processemust be conserved” Biodwversity i Colombia

AL 3AI001

Due to the clostrelationship between economic growth
andbiodiversity, Colombia hasacquired a greater aware
ness of the need to engahiodiversity andincorporate 1t
1nto 1ts soctal andeconomic processew order toachieve:
sustainable developmenThus 15 reflectedin theinvest

Development Plan
The National Biodi 7,

1cant advance m plan-f
ning for the “seandy
conservation of ourt,
biodiversity Thereis a
frame ofaction for themediam and long termleaving
room for the future development of mapecific strate- _
gies There are alsguidelines for theactivities of the enu 4 / sures have been adopted for the co”
ties of SINA regarding conservation and thesustamnable “se servation and sustamable “se biodr-
of iodiversity

The Pohcyis alsoevidence of the fact that sustamable
use anconservation of biodiversity should be the object
of long termpolicies Likewise, 1t should serve to ensure
coherence amongst tipelicies of other sectors towards a

common end to meet ttpriorities of the National

versity and for thenclusion of these

considerations in and across the programs
andpolicies of other sectors, thunatching

thestrategic Importance obiodiversity with

1ts political prominence

Finally, it should be noted that the processes

Biodversity Pohcy and the€onvention on Biological described above argroviding Importantmaterial
Dwversity for decision-making 1 which sustamable develop-

Thus we can see that, accordancewith the mandate of ment and theconservation of biodiversity 1s balanced
Article 6 of theConvention, Colombia’s newinstitutional with the Interests céconcmic developmeni>
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