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Over the past seven years, our country has approved laws as
well as formulated and Implemented  tar the 

 and  use of the  

 the  of the  on Biological 
Colombia has a comprehensive legal framework that has helped
to gam coherence  the  making process by the 
of the Environment

 IS the   Report to the Conference of the 
which  to    should deal  the 

   6  the  on Biological 

The purpose of these reports should be more than the fulfillment
of a   the  of the  on progress
made by each country regarding the  of the
Convention at a national level Learning from other reports 
no doubt be a valuable experience  which we  all profit
to help the  of our  Blue Planet

E O U A R OO  
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 the Earth    the

Conventmn on   was

adopted Today more than 160 

have  

Under   of the Conference of

the  of the Conventmn on  

 has prepared  first report on measures adopt-

ed to   6

 report     and 

local and global  the legal and 

framework for   and  the

   and  process of 

  stresses the need to hnk  to 

and  processes  

The process of  of the  

    of three  (1) The

  Strategy and   Plan, (2) The
 

 Report on the state of   

and (3) General Measures, adopted over the last decade 

 areas,  have a  or  effect on the

 management of 

The   of  report  a summary of the

 of  

  

 has a 

place among the 

of    accounts 

10% of the total   only 0 7% of the world con

 surface It  located  the northwest corn

of South  and has a total area of

  km Thus   the fourth

largest country    and the only South

 country to have coasts on both  and

 oceans Added to    



  also has a  of natural  each

 a   of ecosystems

 has on    the real

and  benefits -some  others 

   can  to the country and to the rest

of the world, through the   

   and on  general hfe on  planet

depends

The second    report concerns the 

causes of the loss of    The process

of  and  of these causes has been

of  Importance to the  and  of

the    calls on the State and the  to be

aware of the   of  

  to the    today,

and  are affected by   

have an adverse effect on 

The next  of the report  the legal frame

 of      was first

   1974  a Code for the 

 of Renewable Natural Resources, and later,  the

last decade, strengthened and complemented by the new

 of 1991,  has been called the Green

    the  of sustamable devel-

opment and   more than 40 of  

The  and the  made at the

1992 RIO Conference, led to Law 99 of 1993,  created

the  of the   

mental management to  and local  and

created the   System 

The  Law 99 of 1993 and  165 of 1994

  the  on  

were the  for the  and  of the 

 Pohcy,  was for  an advance on

 the  of the  The 

remarks that sustamable use and  of 

 are long term projects, and that the  of other

sectors have to he adapted and  towards the

common  of  to the  of the

  Pohcy and of the  on

 

 the  and  of the

  Pohcy has  some 

 for the  of    sustamable

development and  can be   the 

 development of  



          



The focal  of plant diversity in Colombia are the western

Amazon region (upper Caqueta basin) and the humid tropical

forests of  in the Pacific Region and in the Tropical Andes,

including the Sierra Nevada de Santa 

C  stands at the north-west corner each) and  and   each) These areas 

of   The  map 67 reserves created  the   

1995) shows a total area of  and 224 new reserves set up by the  reform

km, of  almost   km agency,   1961

are   and Islands, 2 The    

and some 929,000  km are  waters 

makes  the fourth largest country  

 and the only Sooth  country to have

coasts on the  and  oceans

 has a populatmn of 36   at a

rate of 17% a year (1994  the  largest after

 and  Most of the populatmn    

 a trend  started  the 1940s  the 

 of    has accelerated 

recent years as a result of the struggle for  control

 rural areas   of the populatmn   the

 but  1994  had grown to 72%

 on the  and  coasts,  4 9-7

  number, or 1421% of the total 

(Arocha   1995) Most of them   urban 

tres, but some other  also have a  black pop

 such as the San   and Santa

Most of the populatmn   the   on

the  coast and at the southern end of the 

coast The Ormoco and Amazon   account for

about 54% of the country’s contmental area, are home to

less than 3% of the populatmn -less than one person per

square 

The populatmn of  can be   three

 groups

1 The  races,   800,000,

are composed of 81  groups    areas

 Dolmatoff, 1946) the Andes, the 

Valley, the  coast, the Ormoco  the Amazon

 and  Negro  the sooth The largest

groups are to be found  the Amazon   followed

by Vaupes  Caqueta  Putumayo and  (9



 Islands,  de San  on the 

coast, and  and the   

on the  coast

3 The     the 

 It  to be found   the   the

  and to the southwest, where the 

 have developed

The  land-mass of  totals 

sq km, of  532,000 sq  are natural woodland,

216,000 sq  have other types of natural  such

as savannah, dry zones and swamps, 110,000 sq km are

 waters, perpetual snows and  centres,

and the  384,000 sq km  land  by

farmers and settlers

The map below shows the  of the  

  natural  Amazon,   

and  each  a   of ecosystems

The  Nevada de Santa  

 on the  coast,  one

example,  most of the 

to be found elsewhere  the 

try are present on  

 for less than 5% of the

country’s total land 

Almost 90% of the 

   covered  nat-

ural woodland (320,000 sq km)

and  (5,000 sq km 

and  one of the most  areas

I” the country About 74% of   the 

property of the   some

49,000  I” total5

Source  from  C      

 IS one of the most  

 the world,  only 0 7% of the world’s 

 land,  has 10% of global  It 

 that   home to some 45,000

 of vascular plants, and only 

The   are the   woodlands

(378,000 sq km), the  flatlands (105,000 sq km),

 woodlands (95,000 sq km),  

(45,000 sq km) and lowland woods and  

gales (36,000 sq km)’

Almost 90% of the  Amazon   covered

 natural woodland  sq km) and other 

 (5,000 sq km) and  one of the most  areas

 the country About 74% of   the  property of

the   some 49,000 

 

 also has   waters  the

 and  The   zones total

590,000 sq km  the  and 340,000 sq km 

the  There are   The San 

and   and banks such as 

   and   the 

and  and    the 

  of ecosystems  the result of 

 between the  and the   of sods

and   have over   a large “““I

ber of  areas  to a  of

  Of all   between the 

  has perhaps the greatest   

seven    and has a greater number of known



              

surpasses   the wealth of flora  on a global scale

Some researchers say that  has 15% of 

 around the world, more than 2,000 

 plants and a  number of  

 are   the global market

The focal  of     are the

western Amazon  (upper   and the

  forests of   the   and 

the  Andes,  the  Nevada de Santa

  the   the world   of 

(1753) and   fourth   

(475) and   mammals (453)  1997)

There are also 27  of  (33% of those

known  the   second only to

 has 55  The 1,753   known

here represent about 19% of all  known, and

60% of  known  South  64 thought to

he  If other

groups as  as butter

 are added  

  even 

In  to   

place  world  

These crops can be affected by a number of pests

  and   can  many cases be frus

 by natural  agents Some cases of these

uses  Important  crops have been the wasps

used for  control  sugarcane, and  to con-

trol   coffee’

CATTLEBREEDING
In   other forms of  husbandry, 

should be noted that the  source of protem  Colom

  the   Cattle breedmg for meat

and mdk  a valuable source of  for  and

  and   from the use of 

 In 1996, these  

  s o m e   

of  farm

The  

and 

 of the 

pal  used,

are  Colombm,

hut there are nonetheless breeds

adapted to local   offer an

  and  benefits from  because they

are  related to the  and  of 

ecosystems

Impor tan t     

programs

FISHING

The       hfe and 

 to   development,  there are 

 benefits to sectors such as   forestry,

 cattle    breedmg  

AGRICULTURE
In world  all  plants are a product

of the management of  through 

Improvement Of the 270,000  of vascular plants

known, some 3,000 are  and only 200 have been

 as crops Today, about 90% of plant food

come from only 20  such as  barley and wheat

 has a   of wdd plants,  have

 been used by   that have

a   for  “se Many of the 

crops      -the bean, the tomato,

the potato, yucca and cacao- are of  

to   therefore need to preserve the 

ty   the  and  to ecosys

terns   these crops grow

 and  are an Important source of

 and food around the world  suggest that

some   people depend on fish as  

source of protem, and that some 200  people are

employed  the 

In Colombm, about 80% of fish comes from the  and

only 6% are freshwater fish The rest are produced  fish

 Most of the freshwater fish come from the Amazon

 (some 15,000 tons  year) followed by the 

  an average of 5,000 tons a year Most of

 salt water fish comes from the  ocean

(almost 91,000 tons a year) The  ocean produces

some 15,000 tons  year

In 1995,  total fish  was 

at 167,000 tons Exports    and

Imports   The  sector represents

0 7% of GDP and 3 5% of  

 has the thud largest area of  waters 

the world, and  makes   a  area of

the 
 A





WILD LIFE BREEDING
Some of the components of   are

bred    parts of the  and 

coasts and  the eastern  One example  the breed

 of  for export of tanned  and related

products The   grown, and today  

the world’s largest exporter of  skms

WOOD

 tree  have become  for use as

firewood,  and paper pulp  consumes

some 20    fire-

wood and charcoal  mdhon) and as an  raw

 mdhon) Paper   some 582,000

tons,  as much as was consumed by the  ten

years 

FLOWERS

Some of  flowers are used  ornamental

plants,    bromehad and 

coma Many   Improved 

from other parts of the world, are grown   and

exported, and   today the second largest

exporter of cut flowers   market of over 

 a year

MEDICINE
The components of  are a  element 

 It   that some 20,000  of plants

around the world have   uses, and only

5,000 have been  for   pharma

 use Today, some 120  substances used 

drugs come from   of plant, and over 3,000 

 such as  and  are  from

 It   that some 1,400 

plants have cancerretardmg    Important

to a country such as   has real and 

wealth of such plants As an example, 

 have developed a   

  a  that causes some two

mdhon deaths every year, mostly  and affects

more than 200 mdhon people around the 

TOURISM
 has become one of the fastest  sectors

of the  around the world   are

  by  trend In  there  a

 trend towards    natural 

such as nature parks,  reserves and unprotected nat-

ural areas Recent research   sector shows that  the

last few years an average of a mdhon  come to

 every year -about 30% for  and 

 some  mdhon to the 

Smce 1996, based on the General Law  that

 a  on   protected areas, the

government, through the  of the  has

been engaged   for   and 

the  of the   of each protected

area, under  agreements  the government of

Spam and  agreements  the European

 World Bank and IDB

  the start of a new era for   the 

 Park System,   and  address-

ed to a smaller and more select  able to pay a 

cost for the    the parks

Between 1995 and 1997, the  of the 

ment generated over  mdhon of  revenues

from the  to 13 areas  the Parks system They

 more than one mdhon   46 areas of the

 



 shows that   there  a  trend for

 away from   and

towards    natural  such as the

parks,  have been set up  to protect 

ecosystems and the  they 

As  before,     forms of

   and  benefits to 

  the  of the   of the country, and  

to the development of many sectors of the economy

Therefore, and as a  of the  

 of  to a country such as  the

 and  of our  Pohcy

hold that our  as part of our  

and as  to all  should  

treatment   and  use 







Behind the direct causes of loss of biodivcrsity there are a series

of  economic, technological, social, political and

institutional events which are the principal indirect causes of loss.

he National  Pohcy 
the causes of the loss of  as

 and 
 DIRECT CAUSES

1  of natural  due to map-

  for  and use of land, 
have made the problems of  more acute and
pushed the  of   The 

 occurs   and development work,
 crops,  farms  natural ecosystems, the

 of  for pasture, all of  break up
or destroy natural 

There are no   on the amount of forest
cleared every year, nor on current trends However,  has
been  that one  of  primary forest
has been    changes to the land-
scape The reasons for clearance are,  order of 

  73 3% for  of  and 
  11 7% for   11% for   2% by

forest fires and  2% for  crops 
INFRASTRUCTURE WORK AND ROAD BUILDING
In some cases such projects accelerate  and

break up  ecosystems,  degradation  
 to recover, as  the case of   near

the  of Santa  on the  coast
2 The  of  and  

 cause a  loss of  by  and
 of    threatens the

 of  and may force them  
 One clear example   IS the  of

  (bullfrog)    
bow trout),  have  many   of

 and 

3 Over-exploitation or unsustainable use  
fauna and  for domestic or  purposes

 may cause    a   the 
of  and make  more vulnerable to

4 Pollution, as a result  industrial or domestic
 On many   reaches levels 

the ecosystem cannot tolerate The  of 
waste and the  use of   and
pest control substances are a cause of loss of 
and   the  of  populauons 
threatened and the natural ecosystem’s  to
respond  reduced The effects of  on 
have not been properly  but the  

 as a  may be Inferred from  of 
  As one example,   estimated that only

65% of  homes have  for  of
  the towns, and only 27%  rural areas



  and global changes, partly generated by
 may alter the  of the  

 beyond the  of the ecosystems and  
 to respond They affect  processes

and create  effects
 the  causes of loss of 

there are a  of   
   and  events

 are the    of loss
MAIN INDIRECT CAUSES
1 Lack of awareness of the   of

 to    
today and to make  use of  
for use

2 The structure of land    
verse areas does not help  In general, the
affected land IS used for  crops,  umber

  and  of farmland 
3    and  knowledge

of the  and  use of 
components    development

  make   to transfer  tech
 to promote the  use of  and

the development of   sectors such as phar
 and food

4 Need for    to reduce
the  of    loss of 

 weakness has meant    
often Ignored and thus renewable natural resources 

 Some  have  the effects of
 weakness, such as  forestry, where 42% of

 are  
5 Lack of appropriate 

  of the components of  It
 therefore easy to undervalue the   of

 and  encourages the  of other pro
   do not promote 

6 Defects  the market and  economic 
 do not reflect the  or  value of 

7   and waves of  from
rural areas to the 

8  and   of the
 of   acts as an obstacle to

awareness of the  consequences of the loss of 
 among   general











there  a causal bnk between the   (a healthy

 and  fundamental   or

health)  have been affected

  protect collective  and 

 related to the   health and pubhc

safety, amongst other 

. Every  has a duty to    

and   and the State has a duty to strength-

en that   and to guarantee the 

 of consumer and user   the study

of  and   them

 regard to the  of natural resources

   the   that

there must be no  of the cultural,  and 

  of the   Where

 are to be taken on   the reserves,

the government  encourage  of 

  to 

In  the    IS the

framework of  law, delegates the 

 for  and  of  of

 resources under the   of the State

and the  It also promotes the  of

  and natural    

 management and  for the manage-

ment and sustamable use of natural   use,

  or 

DECREE2811 OF1974
Although  Decree pre dates the  and the

   worth  as the response to the

1972 Stockholm Conference It  one of the  

ment codes  the   and   

 and   a general framework for 

mental management, even after the  of Law 99 of

1993 Among  purposes  the  and 

 of the  the  and sustamable

use of renewable natural resources and the  and

control of adverse  on the  and renew-

able natural resources

LAW 99 OF1993
 law follows up the precepts of the  and

other  and  a response to the  of

the  Conference It creates the  of the 

ment as the body  for the management and 

 of the  and renewable natural

resources and  the  sector apparatus 

 for the  be   the

 of the    and

 the   System  It

also   management to  

el, to match      

In general terms, Law 99 states that  IS part

of the   and of  to  and 

 and sustamable use  therefore a 

Further,  says that the  of enwronmental poh

  take account of the results of  research,

  the  of 

Thus, Law 99 of 1993 changes and restructures the

State’s role  enwronmental management  both concep-

tual terms   the  and  agreed

at      terms,  the 

of the  and  to the newly created

  

 Decree  an  to  effect to the State’s

 duty to plan the management and use of

renewable natural resources  order to secure sustamable

development and   or 

 It regulates procedures for the  of an

  and prepares 

Impact Assessment  for   of 

  have some adverse effect on the components

of  at  levels

Among the  subject to  Decree are 

 and  of  and gas,  

and  work such as dams for 

 plants,  seaports and  ports, the

 of   stock   affect the

 of ecosystems or  the  and

 of  and   affect the 

 Nature Park System



The    the  of the

State, hut  correct use  the concurrence of 

 other actors  

  and   to make the 

ment    projects

  to   concerns  regard

to a   at the  moment, and

 State,    for  the parame-

ters of   for projects  

 and for  or  the  after

due  of legal,  and  aspects

of the project

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK
 has  some 96   on

the    and  affects 

management of  Amongst those  are

the  Conventmn to protect swamps, the 

on  change, the   on

 Wood, the  Conventmn on Plant

  the Conventmn on 

Trade of Threatened   -CITES-, and the UN

Conventmn on 

  at the 

Earth   1992 and

 as Law 165 of 1994

 law  

 a general legal frame

work for the 

 use and a fan

 of the 

 from  use

THE REGIONAL LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

 391 of 1996 of

the Cartagena Agreement

on the Common  of

Access to  Resources

The  Conventmn on    a

general legal framework for  by 

States and  but  themes  further

development for ease of   global, 

al and national  One example of  

 the   391 of 1996

In a  process  was the  

agreement of    and the other 

  to    and  of the
 

Conventmn on   In July 1996, 

 Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela approved 

391 as a  legal framework  access to

 resources,   and  

components

The  seeks to promote and secure a  

 of the benefits  from the use of 

resources, by products and   component,

and sets up the Access Contracts  for the devel-

opment of such   the terms and  to

govern them

The  also sets the ground rules for the 

 and evaluation of  components of 

resources,   the case of the  and

black or local   have the  to 

 the use to  the  component may be

The   are therefore  steps to 

ment the RIO    regard to the

 of   over natural resources, a

  of the benefits earned from  use  the

  and   and 

able use of   assets

As can be   has a   and

complete legal framework   the  for

 development and restructurmg,  

 the  of  6 of the  on

  







 hierarchy of authorities in  starts with the Ministry,

below which are the Regional Environmental Authorities or Urban

 Units, followed by the Departments, and finally the

Municipal or City Administrations.

As   the  chapter,

the 1991  and Law 99 of

1993 set up the general framework

, for the development of the 

and the  of the

 pubhc sector The  to date

have been

DECENTRALIZATION
 of  management has

transferred  to  and local 

such as the Development  Departmental 

  and town  

reserves and the black 

 has   and local 

 greater autonomy  the management and  of

the     Naturally,  auto-

nomy   to the general   of 1993,

 order to secure the   of a healthy 

   

The autonomy of the  and local  

 management    

 local actors, who have the  

for the  and management of natural resources

and the    the mandate of the

 for the State and the  to protect the

natural and cultural wealth of the 

NEW ORDER OF ENVIRONMENTAL ENTITIES
The new  order for the 

a The    created to

secure the  of  plans and 

for the  and renewable natural resources

across the pubhc sector The   of 

 of    the People’s

Defender, the Comptroller General, the Departmental

Governors, the  of Mayors, the  and

black   and  sectors such as

 Industry,  forestry and exporters, amongst

others

b The  of the  whose 

   for the  and renew-

able natural resources and the  of  and

 for  of the  for the use of

land and  seas, to secure the  use of

both Its   be   the  of

other sectors and   processes  the 

and other 

Some of the  of the new   

areas are  The  of the  Nature

Parks System,  The  of  

for    harm the  and 

al resources,  The  of the 

fond FONAM, and   of research  the 

 of a   of  and 

resources,  that the study,  and 

 of these resources respects 

c  T h e    

-CAR- The  are the  

    and they are 



for the  of  plans,  and 

 for the  as  by the law and the

 of the  They must also 

the   taken by departmental and

  and they must promote 

   to protect the  and

  and grant  hcences and other

 for the use of renewable natural resources

or for the  of work or other   

affect the 

 local and   have an

Important role to play  the Boards of the 

   of one delegate of the

 one delegate of the  of the 

one or more  of  government-e 

Governors of the Departments  the  one  more

LOCAL AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES IN THE BOARDS
OF REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

management, of the   and other

 groups   Three of these  have

 coverage, and two have  coverage They

play a  part  the advancement of  knowl-

edge for the  use of 

The  are

  the   and 

mental study agency,  analyses and 

  on hydrology, hydrogeology, 

 and geography on aspects of  

 sods and 

 the Jose   de  

research  whose    

and natural resources research  coastal and ocean ecosys

terns   waters

 Alexander  Humboldt 

Resources Research  The  

 engaged  the  research of 

 and   of flora

and fauna on the  It  also 

for  a  Inventory of  

all parts of  It has programs   

of      

tory,  Use and  of  

Pohcy and  on  

 and  and 

 and   It also 

 support to the  of the

 on   the 

 made    on 

  the Amazon  Research

   for   and

research of the   and  

 of the Amazon 

 of local government- up to four mayors

from towns or   the    of

the  sector, one from the  

and two from    envuonmental work  the

 Some CAR have more than two Science and

Technology  of  as members of then board

d  and Technology Support   the

 who support  management  

 areas such as the development and  of 

 research on  and of knowledge, values

and    and natural resources

 John  Neumann  

Research   for   and

research  the   and   of

the   

 In order to   management

and to Implement the general  of Law 99 of 1993,

one of the   IS to set up the 

 System    of  The

general  and  of the  Law

99 of 1993 and    State 

  for   and  



          

  on  matters, 

  and  work  the area of

 problems,  Sources of  for the 

 and management of the  and 

  and   to engage

    research and

 development  the area of the 

The chart at the upper corner shows the  

 of the   System of 

The    the  sector

 a  development,   ensures that the 

try of the   be represented  the 

  of the  such as the

 of  and the  and  

    both make   to 

rate the    the  

grammes and works of other sectors and help the 

as the   to control the  of

other   the  and  sector of a

 

  stands  marked contrast to that of pre

 years, when the   INDERE

NA, was an agency of the  of  and Rural

 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITIES

Development  scope of  was  and

 was often  by other   the 

of 

In   has made progress  the

 of the  sector, supported by

a  and stable legal framework, and  has

matched the   of   

  





The National Biodiversity Policy seeks to promote conservation,

knowledge and sustainable use of biodiversity and fair distribution

of the benefits derived from the use of its components, and of 

edge, innovations and practices associated with it, provided by the

 scientific community, industry and local community.

he   Pohcy  a step for-

ward on the long road mapped by the

 on   for con

 and  development of

the   pohcy sets  

 for the  of the   of  but,

most Importantly, declares that  use and con-

 of   a long term pohcy and one

 cuts across other sectors   and 

 pohcy to a common endto meet the  of the

  Pohcy and the 

As   the 1991   a

 of elements relevant to the management of the com-

ponents of  and  a  and legal

framework for the  of plans, 

 and   the sector

 the mandate of the  and the 

 made at   1992,  the 

on   the government created The New

 Order for the  and  Steering

 for the  of a  

Strategy22   June 1993, as a first step  the 

 of the 

Later, Congress  the   Law 165 of

1994 as the general legal framework for the 

 of the Convention on    

and promoted the  of a  

 as    6 of the 

For  process, there was debate and  on

what the general  of the Pohcy should be Over 200



 were mvolved from governments 

the local  commumty,   and black

 After a number of meetmgs, the 

and  of the Pohcy were debated and agreed

In November 1995, the   

approved the general  of the Pohcy,  were then

set down  a document prepared by  Plannmg

Department, the  of the  and the

Alexander  Humboldt Institute

The   Pohcy was   March

1997 It develops the  and  of the Con-

 by  to promote  knowledge

and sustamable use of  and a  

of the benefits  from the use of  components, and

of knowledge,  and    

 by the   commumty, 

and the local commumty

The   Pohcy calls for work to be

done  three  areas

CONSERVATION OF THE COMPONENTS OF 
VERSITY,   The strengthenmg and 

 the  Protected Areas System   A

  the   cause  of 

 such as the  of  the 

 of   and the  of 

from one ecosystem to another,  and pol

 and  The  of  of degraded

ecosystems and threatened 

GREATER KNOWLEOGE OF  through
 The   of  components, and 

The recovery and  of  

and 

THE PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODI-
VERSITY AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS OF
THAT USE, by  The  of systems of sustamable

management of   The strengthenmg and

 of  banks and  pro-

grammes,  The  and  of systems of

 of the elements of  applymg 

 and of   of the benefits earned, and

  development of the   of

The Pohcy  a set of  to help 

 and  as necessary mto the plans,

 and  of the sector and other sectors

These  are

  and   order

to create  awareness  the  value of 

     to be devel-

oped and apphed by the  to become  mvolved

 the  of the Pohcy

  based on an  of  

 on   order to  the areas of 

 of the  mvolved   and

sustamable management, and to detect gaps  

areas of  covered by the  and the

 Development, through strengthen

 of the      aspects of 

  and   for 

 and sustamable use of 

 for each strategy  the Pohcy, 

account of   and  

 should  to encourage 

and sustamable use of the components of 

and to   or 

*Development and transfer of  as

 to encourage research  the area of 

and sustamable use of    be

 to fanhtate access to  

by research  so that new knowledge of

  can be more  generated, 

 and 
 estabhshment of  systems on

 through   on the 

 of     be brought together

The systems  be based on  research and 

 research, and on    local and

   The  

system   the   

 and  of the base of   and

 knowledge and  knowledge of

 For the  of the Pohcy,

there  be  from  

the  budget,  related to 

 and sustamable  of  through

FONAM and from ECOFONDO,  supports 

 





        



The  report is a baseline for the evaluation of the state of

scientific knowledge of biodiversity in Colombia. It will identify

research priorities and set up a system of indicators to follow up

the situation of biodiversity.

  6 of the 

  of the  and

Alexander  Humboldt  have been

    processes

  the   Strategy and 

Plan of  -ENBPA- and the Natmnal Report on the

 of    
THE NATIONAL  STRATEGY AND ITS

If  and  “se of   to

be     that the  and 

 of the  and the Natmnal  he 

rated  the  plans and  of all sec-

tors,  that processes   a loss of 

 he 

of the Pohcy The Strategy   drawn up by groups of

experts for the  and  of 

for actmn  each area of the   are

bang held to encourage   between the

  and the  to secure that

there  a   of the scope of the

Strategy, and to develop a” awareness of shared 

 for the  of the Pohcy The groups of

experts  cover all the areas of the Pohcy and 

representatives of the  and  sector  

   State  

research   the  and black

 and local groups

The Natmnal  Pohcy  a step forward 

 the “se and  of 

 

  proposes a framework of   the  

longer and  terms,   for

the development of   

   plan of actmn to be adopted,

 the strategy   To  end,

and as part of the process of 

of the Natmnal  Pohcy

  currently  

the Strategy to be 

by the Plan of   

 and define   and local terms,

 who  be  for  to he

taken, human    

structure and funds  to Implement the 

and  of the Pohcy

Work began on the Strategy and the  Plan 

November  as part of the process of 



The  of the groups of experts  be

 as a  document by the Alexander 

Humboldt  Based on that document, the 

 then start a process of  and  

 at  level The  Strategy document 

then be prepared for  to the 

  for 

NATIONAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF

 

The report  a  for the  of the state of

 knowledge of   Colombta It 

 research  and set up a system of 

 to follow up the  of btodtverstty, so that mea-

sures can be taken to respond to  It

 thus be an   for the Strategy

Work began on the Report  November 1996 as the first

of a  of regular reports for  follow-up of the

 of   Colombta Some 55 

  areas have produced thts Report  37 case

 and all secondary tnformatton about 

  the country   was made 

through   and  support

from the UNDP Office  Bogota

The  and  of the Report  the

 of the Alexander  Humboldt 

and a number of other  and  

took part, such as   

  and the   reserve net-

work, amongst others

The Report ts       

 at  level of ecosystems and by  

related to   or   some degree exposed to

The second  analyzes   on

the  and  causes of loss of btodtverstty The

Report reflects the  lack of  tnformatton on

the causes of loss, and suggests some   need

more  study  the short term

The   takes as  reference  the 

 of the  and  tnformatton on the 

al      and   knowledge

and research, and the  use of btodtverstty 

Colombta 

MINISTRY  

 

 Strategy document

ENVIRONMENTAL
 COUNCIL 

 ,







Colombia has applied a legal framework, and has taken specific

action to facilitate the development and transfer of technologies

in some sectors directly and indirectly related to the sustainable

management of biodiversity.

he Natmnal Report on the  of

  and the Natmnal

 Strategy and  Plan  

-ENBPA- are the  results of the

 of the  and the

Pohcy

Smce the  of the 1991 

 has reasserted   and duty to adopt mea-

sures for   and sustamable devel-

opment of   and cultural   the

1990s a number of general measures have been taken 

 to some terms of the   order to 

 and   process of  at

 level

  aware of the need to  

 mto   and  processes  the  of

sustamable development   to the

 of   the  of

1991 and Law 99 of 1993,  an Important part of 

  and   of  to all  and

should be  protected and used

 chapter offers a   of the general

measures adopted for the encouragement of 

and sustamable “se of  and  

mto sector and mter  plans,  and

 LEGISLATION

As  by Articles 8 and 10 of the  

 has developed a set of legal Instruments to 

tate the management of  at  level

We take as examples only a few of the new  of

law   knowledge and 

able use of 

The new  develop the general framework of

law    III of  document, and shows

that  has a number of legal Instruments to make

 of the Natmnal  Pohcy, and

hence the Conventmn,  and to be  as tools

for  purpose

These legal Instruments embody the  of 

development and form an  part of the tools used

by the   If these tools were not

 the  would not be  to perform

   are largely focused on  for

the  of the Conventmn and Pohcy

1 Important   

THE  OF THE NATIONAL PROTECTED

AREAS SYSTEM 

The Natmnal Nature Parks System has 46 natural areas

 2  Nature Reserves, 34  Parks,

8 Flora and Fauna  and one  Natural

Area,   6 hectares, about 8% of 

 land area In the last  years  new nature parks

have been  three new flora and fauna 

 have been  and one new Nature Park

 The areas of the new  to the System total

163,871 

The   the   of the

Nature Parks System

 Nature Parks  The System  com-

posed of a set of areas of  value to the 

  for the benefits of the whole 

and due to  natural,  or cultural 

 are reserved under one or another of the  m

the System The System seeks to conserve and perpetuate

 values of flora, fauna, landscape or 

   and secure the 

 of ecosystems, as regulated m Decree 622 of 1997

The    for the Nature Parks

System-UEASPNN-  a   and 

agency for    for the 

 of the System, as  by Decree 2915 of 1994

The  are some of the legal  

to protected areas,  order to strengthen 
 





 Integrated Management  defined as areas

of the   for  or 

 reasons are demarcated for  

and  of the use and management of renewable

natural resources and   there, 

the  of  development These 

may be used for the   

or recovery of ecosystems  them, as regulated by

Decree 1974 of 1989

.  forest areas, woodlands of general

Interest and forestry reserves  protects a 

cant  of forestry reserves used as a source of water

supphes  a number of   under Law 2 of

1959 and Decree 2811 of 1974

   Reserves The  IS currently

 on the   109 and 110 of Law

99 of 1993  the estabhshment,  and

 for these Reserves  category  

   the commumty plays a  part 

the  of  The purpose of  type

of reserve  to support the  efforts on 

property made towards examples of natural 

 have been   or not at all, and have

been  managed

. Natural  for  Management 

These areas are  to protect the natural wealth

of a  area In  of 1996 the  of the

 declared as a Natural Area for  

 the coral  of the  of San Andres,

 and Santa   the  sea

 OF PROCESSES AND ACTIVITIES 

CAUSE DETERIORATION AND LOSS OF 

The  measures have been 

   and 

Impact  are now  for  works

and other    have an adverse effect on

renewable natural resources (Decree 1753 of 1994)
 IS a     

mental  mto  and attempt to solve

the  of development  as  as to

defend the   of the commumty

*Control and  of  and plant
health and health products,   

and seeds for  by the   ICA

  and  health and  

order to prevent, control and manage pests or other harm-

NATURE PARKS
AMACAYACU

CORD 
CUEVADELOSGUACHAROS

LA 
LASHERMOSAS

LOS 

OLDPROVIDENCE

PURACE
SANQUIANGA

 STAMARTA

TATAMA
TAYRONA

SANCTUARIES OF FLORA AND 
I  
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v 

NATIONAL
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NATURAL 
  

 





TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, ESPECIALLY ARTICLES 12
AND 8 J OF  

The  measures have been taken
   for the 

 and the   for 
 whose  amongst others are 

 and  resources   reserves and
the   property of knowledge 
ed  that  Decree 1397 of 1996

.   for  
  are general measures for the  of

black culture and the black  Law 70 of
1993 and Decree 1745 of 1995

.   for the protectmn of 

peoples,   and  lands Law 21 of 1991,
also   Conventmn 169

  391 of the  Agreement,
 a common  on access to  resources

   protects access to the  
 by the  of a supplement to the contract

of access    the  under 
  8  the  for the  of a

  by the    to strength
en the protectmn of  knowledge,  and

 among the   and local
  accordance  the terms of the 
 Labor   Conventmn 169 and

the Conventmn on 
3  use
THEREAREANUMBEROFINSTRUMENTSFORTHECON

TROL AND PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE USE OF RENEW-
ABLE  RESOURCES SOME OF THEM ARE

.  for Forestry and Wdd Flora (Decree 1791

of 
 Wdd Fauna Statute,   and the

management and “se   Decree 1608 of 1978
 Water   adopts measures for

the  of fresh water, regulates “se and the
treatment of  waste  order to  that 

 are preserved and permanently 
Decrees 1541 of  of 1984 and 901 of 1997

   to regulate   the sea
and   waters, and  Decree 2256 of
1991,  Law 13 of 1990

.   and 
Impact Assessments Decree 1753 of 1994

  on  Trade of

threatened  of  flora and fauna -CITES-,‘

 by Law 17 of 1981 and regulatory Decree 1401 of
1997  the    as the 

  of the Conventmn for  and
Decree 1420 of 1997  the  

  under the Conventmn
 for the  of  and

 under the CITES Conventmn Res 573

of 1997
*Measures to set up  controls to secure

the  of mangrove ecosystems and

 areas  1602 of 1996 and
 257 of 1997

*Ports  for  trade  wdd

 and plants Decree 2967 of 1997
  regard to the  of the

  Law 29 of 1990 and  
 Decrees, as   promote 

research     the 
and 

INCENTIVES

In accordance   11 of the  on
  has worked  a number of 

   now 
The last  of Law 99 of 1993 says that the 
   powers under the  and the law

to estabhsh a  of   
 for the  “se of the  and

of renewable natural resources, and for the recovery and
 of ecosystems by  owners

The  has been  on  mandate, by 
 a  of tax benefits to promote 

 and  of the  Some 
have already been recorded, both I” the  of tax

 to   the  and I”
research on  and on the  of  pob

 for the local management of ecosystems  
1 Tax    
There are a number of tax  to  

ment  the  of clean  the 

 of  ecosystems,  and 

 amongst others The  are  to

 the  of the  

    for clean  

the protectmn of  ecosystems and  
 q
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. Located  above sea level

  only  and secondary 

round the edge of water sources and swamps

   or  nature parks, 

as owners  to the  of the area as a Nature

Park and    the law for the management

of the area, and

*Forest   whtch are the sources of local water

supphes

Areas owned by the State do not   of 

 Nor do areas  the law  to be conserved

as natural woodland The local  

must report the  of  CIF for areas

 the Parks  A  CIF may only be

granted for areas up to 50 hectares of woodland

So far, there have been  CIF 

for some   around the country The  of

the  has set some  areas for 

 notably the Andes  whtch IS the source of the

   and Cauca

The  has  a  of  manuals

and has   workshops for the 

   for the 

and  of the 

The  has also taken the  to  the

sources of  to pay for the  CIF There

are at present some $900   

for  a sum    hoped   once the

 has been taken up by 

 FOR DONATIONS TO ENVIRONMENTAL

AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

The  and  sectors are encouraged to make

 to research   work for the

 The  are expressed  terms of 

   and technology,  by a contract

or agreement for a   or as a  to a

 or  

2 Research  the  of New 

Important research  also  done on 

the   for the  of new  and

other  to encourage the  to take up the cau-

se of  and the  use of 

One of the areas of research concerns the  and

 of   for the local management of

    

Humboldt  and   Department



TRAINING, EDUCATION AND DISSEMINATION

In accordance   12 and 13 of the

 and  own 1991   has

taken a  of measures to strengthen  awareness

of the  of   to present

and   who face the challenge of 

the  of sustamable development a 

     tool  the 

 of a new concept of development whose 

IS to be sustamable The 1991  accepts that

  has a   the 

of the  who most he aware of  role  the 

 of a   where sustamable development,
q 

   to produce    

 to   

  and  of  natural

resource\,  are an Important source of  for the

country as a whole and for the local  

have gradually been  greater awareness of the

 of  

The  are  a  examples of the  range of

    to encourage 

mentally healthy  and the  of clean

  them, the  form a 

 for the  of the  and the

 They are Intended to promote 

and sustamable use of the components  and

to   and 

the  of   and  are 

 

 99 of 1993 makes  a  of the  of 

 to adopt plans,  and  

    the  of

In  context,  proposals must he made

  the   and the

 Law (Law 115 of 1994) proposes that 

mental   he part of mandatory 

and  he formally   the 

Decree 1743 of 1994 regulated Law 115 of 1994 by 

 the School     all

    order to help solve 

 problems The Decree  calls for the for-

m&on of teachers to  the PRAES and  the

whole range of  

The Ten Year Plan for  produced  1996,

expressly  that   becomes

part of the  cycle, and   and goals 

the proposal that  must he formed to use 

and  knowledge to make a  of

some kmd   field of  to the sustamable 

opment of the country and the  of the 

 the  at the heart of the  of

     

sectors and    The  of 



ronmental   formal and non-formal 

 The encouragement of research and  

 to support the   for Enwronmental

 -PROCEDA-,  The  of teachers for

   The  

support and  of plans and   

 and   The  and strength

 of enwonmental    The 

 of     and

 The encouragement of enwonmental  

  a gender 

In the  and legal context  the

    and 

  Office of the  of the 

started  1995 on the document 

   de    It

also  agreements  the  of

 t h e   

SENA, and the   

ICFES, funded by  and the World BankThts

was the start of a number of  

   the area of 

educational,  of  sector

  for a 

enwonmental pohce force and 

 of  for urban 

mental management

In 1995 the  set up the

   Network 

PA-, as a means of  and 

enwonmental education  the Reg

  and  The 

 on the Parks   Infrastructure, ecosys

terns,  cultures and the local 

Thus,  can be  to developed formal and

non formal  proposals  recent years, 

to encourage  and the sustamable use of 

 and to have  them  the plans,

 and  of the education and 

ment sectors

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

 13 of the  refers to the need to pro-

mote pubhc awareness of the Importance of the 

 of   has a  of mechamsms

 allow the   to   

mental management, so that  awareness of the

Importance of the  development of our 

  be 

 the last ten years  has 

and Implemented a  of  and

legal  to  and promote

the   of    all

kmds of  and   

 related to environmental

management and the  of

In  to the legal mechamsms

for the  of  

  management, there

are now new  for 

 between sectors and for  

    such as the

  and 

lowed up  strategy of  

 and  on a  scale

Amongst     field were the 

 and  of the   and the

     and edu

   events  the  sec-

tor, and  addressed to a  not 

 enwonmental 

  hne of work, a CD ROM 

  to the  Parks was recently

produced to promote  and  

  over 400 photographs, 55  and 1,000

  on the natural and cultural wealth of

 The  offers a detaded  of the 

   a n d

 and local  such as the 

of the    

the    on  

 under debate, and the    the

 and black  held when a proposal

 made to  natural resources on or under  com-

munity lands

There are other equally Important forms and 

 of  such as  The  of any pubhc or

  or  to   

procedures  the   The 

ment that  on enwonmental matters must be

 to any person     and

 The  of all  and legal  to make a





formal  to the   for 

  any  problem There are

also the    under the 

mentioned  Chapter  of  report

  of     for 

  and Law 70 of 1993 sets up a 

 for the black  Both reassert the

 and legal  of   on

projects to be executed  the  of these 

 Law 70 of 1993 adds that the black  may

     for 

  hcences, and proposed on 

Another  development IS the  of 

FONDO, stabhshed  1993 1994 The fund was pro-

posed as a channel for local and   to 

the  of   engaged  

mental management,  The  of knowledge, man-

agement and conservatmn of the  and renew-

able natural resources, and  The  of 

able development through the  of projects 

ed by these  Independently, or  

  government  ECOFONDO  legally

defined as a “Non profit     

 assets and  autonomy”

The Fund was the result of a  process of 

    of    government

 and  DNP and INDERENA, amongst others,

took part

To date, more than 300  are part of ECOFONDO

Thus, the   and  

  falls on these 

ECOFONDO has from the start  and 

  the Instances of   by the

 and the law for   such as the

   and the Boards of the Regmnal

Development 

In the last  years, some   has been 

 to 65   executed by 65  

The projects fall under areas  the Fund may finance,

and   The  between culture and the

conservatmn and use of natural resources,  The manage

ment and conservatmn of  areas, 

  and  The transfer of 

mental technology

ECOFONDO  have  some   to

manage between 1993 and 2002 Some   of

 come from  debt for nature swaps and 

 from US swaps of the same kmd  pro-

posals have also been supported  and 

ly by   and  

such as  US, WNF,  UNDP and 

Fmally  should be  that  1995 

DO has had   the European  the

Amazon  Fund, FES, the  sector

 company FEN and the  project,

amongst others, to execute and fund  

DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
  and 19 of the  on 

make  for the access to and transfer of 

ate  to  the  of the

 and for  and  

and the  of  benefits  the 

In  area,  has a   legal frame-

work for such  to take place  

 to encourage the development and transfer of

technology useful and  to  develop-

ment and the conservatmn of  at all levels

In order to  the progress made   area, we

would  some  for the  sec-

tor  are now   and  promote

the  use of   the framework of

the   Pohcy

  research  CORPOICA was

created to undertake research  would  the

  of farm    the 

 of technology and   the use of the

natural resources, amongst other  CORPOICA

works on  related to problems of  and the

management  Itsresearch

and technology transfer programs are Intended to produce

   strengthen  farm 

 and  harmony  the  between 

 systems and the  of the  The

  CORPOICA finances and  are of

 and  benefit to  the  and

 areas of Industry, and the  

POICA  funded by the  budget, the proceeds of sale

of  research results,  sector   the 

 of research and technology transfer projects, other 

 sources and  





. The   Technology Transfer

Programme     to 

bute to the  and  of 

  and   and forestry,  them

more  and  the  of hfe of the

small farmer

The State  development agency ICA,

through PRONATTA, acts to  the  of

  m the  of research, 

  technology transfer and trammg, amongst

other 

The Program also supports the  IT Network

System and  trammg   to the  

low up and  of projects One of the  of 

 of a project   and  

The  benefits the  and 

mental sectors Funds are allocated to  proposed

freely by   and muted  at 

al and  levels

The  of access to  

funds for research are as follows

50%  Research 50%

85%   technology 15%
transfer and trammg

70%  Network System, follow-up 30%
and  of 

 regard to Development and Technology Transfer,

  has a sohd legal framework, based mamly

 the 1991  Law 29 of 1990 and  

 

Law 29 of 1990  also known as the  and

Technology Law, and   rules for the encourage-

ment of  research and  development

Amongst other     related to tech-

nology  support for  research  several

areas,   the  and renewable nat

 resources, the  of  cooperation agree-

ments between State  and   for

 and   research 

and the  of 

  should be noted that  

promotes and  research    areas,

  and  has  1991 bee”

  projects   areas of the 

sector,  technology transfer for clean 

We should  that the project that started  1997 for

the  of a  Centre for Cleaner 

and  Technology, was  as a 

for the development of technology,  for the

     CIENCIAS

has so far   seed 

 the  of  The Centre 

expected to make   to transfer clean 

 order to encourage  to 

healthy and    

mdustry

In sum, we  that  has apphed a legal

framework as  here, and has, through a  of

 government  taken   to

 the development and transfer of  

some sectors  and  related to the 

able management of  such as 

 and the 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS

 17 and 18 of the  stress the 

 of   mechamsms to promote the

exchange of  on  and 

“se of  and for  and  

 for  purpose In  area,  has made 

 progress  the estabhshment of  

 systems

Progress has been made on the  and 

 of the   System, created 

1994 and  by   manages the oper

 structures of data and   such a way as

to ensure that the models produced for the 

of natural phenomena and of    

 and  development are  as 

The  Information System has a 

 for  on  

 the Alexander  Humboldt  The 

has started to evaluate the databases for  used

  and other parts of the world,  order to 

 support for   are  the process of

     



In July 1994 the   Decree 1600 to regulate

the    and Research

Systems Shortly afterwards (July    Decree 1603,

 created the Alexander  Humboldt 

 for handhng mformatmn on  and

 resources under the  of the  It 

  for programmes of  

  and  of data and 

   evaluate and follow up the  of

components of 

The   also  and  the

mformatmn  the   system,

 data,   systems, models and

documentary and  mformatmn on the 

 and renewable natural  The 

and central  of  work  the 

of  research  each   

 areas

For  and for the  of relevant

mformatmn on the  programmes of the Alexander

 Humboldt lnsutnte such as   the

Use and  of   and 

 and  and to prepare the

Nauonal Inventory of  the   

on an  mformatmn system  allows

for  handhng of large amounts of mformatmn

The system  called  and  a tool for the handhng of

   allows  on 

 and related parameters to be entered, added, con-

sulted and handled

The  system,   an advanced state of 

opment,   to   and exchange

of mformatmn between the   

 and  among researchers  

and abroad The Humboldt    the 

 of some of the most Important  

    the  database, 

 and  the process of  

In a few years, we expect to have  

 for most of the Important   

and to be able to  mformatmn on 

     of other 

and to have a network operatmn  the 

and the researchers In  the Ilumboldt  has the

 support of the  under an agreement

  should  as a   the
 

  systems  was a

 workshop for   and the  on

the  House  -CHM- of the 

on  held on October   Cartagena,

The event was attended by  of 

 and the  GEF, observers from German

  and the Central  

for  and Development CCAD, amongst

others

One of the   attracted most  

 was related to the type of mformatmn that should be

stored  the CHM The  areas were suggested

  on  mformatmn on 

   knowledge of 

mformatmn on   and 

 and  threats, a  of  and

exports on  systems of   and

 the markets and trade   

 and    Also,  the
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means, to support   to   

 Here, we should stress the   to the
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In  the  sector  funds

from the  budget, own resources from the 

  and from   In

the last four years (1994 1998)  has earmarked



some  million from the budget to finance the

National Environment Policy, whose objectives include the

protection and maintenance of biological  cultural

The Environmental Policy Unit of the National Planning

Department has recently produced its Financial Manual for

SIN.1 Entities, which offers guidelines for the coordination

of different  of funding to secure the financial 

tainability of 

In  the Ministry’s Environmental 

 which handles the proceeds of loans from

IDB, approved the funding of some 70 projects related to

education, training and research in the field of environ-

ment and renewable natural resources, for a total of some

 million.

Since  there have been more than 60 projects for

environmental improvement, within the National

Environmental Policy. The projects have been executed 

the agencies which form part of  funded by interna-

tional cooperation and the national budget.

Since most sources of  require that projects he 

named, the figures which appear below are those official

agreed at the time the projects  approved, and include

external contributions as well as counterpart resources

provided by Colombian entities. The counterpart resources

ma) be in cash or in kind. Resources in kind are difficult to

quantify, but are  important contribution to the execu-

tion of  The main areas of financial investment

are:

a For the protection of strategic ecosystems and 

 there have been investments totalling  mil-

lion since 1992, to fond 12 or more projects for execution

in  period   about  million of the

total of  million represent international cooperation.

b. For the government policy for better water and clean

seas and coasts, more than five projects have been

designed for the period 1993-2000,  approved foods

total some  million, of which about  million

will  to international cooperation.

c. For woodlands, investments totalling some 

million have been made in 11 or more projects for execu-

tion in 1993.2005, the counterpart funds being of the order

of  million.

d. The investment in  Production is projected as

 million in 1993.2001, for some  projects. Inter-

national cooperation has approved about  million.
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