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MuHRCTCPCTRO APHPOANBIX

PECYPCOB 1 OXPalibl OKPYKMOLIEH
openus Pecnybumxu henapyes

O noasepxxe npockra «Cotanme veaoani A8
YCTOHUMBOIO  PYHRUMOHBPORANNR  CHCTCMI

AHOGOAOTHBIX OCOTO OXPBHACMMX IPHPOAHMN
TEPPHTOPHI beiopyeekoro DICCh
NOCPCACTROM NOBMMCHHR WPHERTHRHOTTH WX
YUPABACHHA ¥ COBCPUICHCTBORAHMA  JIPAKTHRH
IEMACTOABIOBRHMAN H YYICTHR & €O
peaTHAIIN '

KOMHTCT 110 3eMe/bHBIM PECYpeam, ICORCINN W KapTOrpagHr npy
Cosere Muncrpos PeciiyGankn Benapych pacemorpes ykasainsiii npoekt »
HAMCHACMBIC HM NCPOTIPHATHA H OTMEHICT CACIY IO,

3asaun npoekTy COBMAAIOT ¢ anasamH  Haumonannhol  crparermm
YCTOHHMBBOIO COUNAIBHO-IKOHOMUUCCKOTO paisHTHA PecnyBauxu Beaapycs va
nepuoa fo 2020 1oA, HAIPARNCHHBIME HA  NOBBILICHHC adeRTHBHOCTH
HCHOABIORAMUS ¥ OXPaHBE TeMes B pecnyliie. Peannsauus wmaan npoekin
MOWBTHT ANPODHPORATE HORKE THOIXONM R’ 0BAACTH OPraUMIatiNg Beaelus
IKOAOLHUECKH  VCTORURBOIO  COALCKOID H ReCHOre Xotsliersa a8 [Jooeche,
OCHOBANHOTO 1A IKQIOTHHOCKHN COBMECTHMIX BIIAX JCMICRONLIOBAINA, YYeTe
HHTCPCCOB  OHOPAIHOOBPATHA,  CHIKENHM  HETATHBHOIO  mORICHCTANS
SHTPOUIOT CHUBIX (BEKTOPORB HA HPHPOARY IO CPEY.

B camm ¢ wnokennny, Komsesm noasepansaer nmmmii npoekt
corzacen coHanCcHpoRaTh cro 8 2006-2008 roiax 8 cymMe, HKBHBILIEH THHOR
E71000  aonaapon  CUIA, skmovas  sarpati Ha  paspaborky  cxesmms
seateycrpoficrsa JIynunenxoro paﬁou% mymgqtﬁnxeuoﬁ » 2005 roay.
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Unofficial translation

COMMITTEE ON LAND RESOURCES, GEODESY AND CARTOGRAPHY
UNDER THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF BELARUS

UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Ministry. of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus

Re: On su 6rt of the project “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area system in
Belarusian Polesie through increased management efficiency and realigned land use practices” and

participation in its ;';gglementatipn

The Committee on Land Resources, Geodetics and Cartography of the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Belarus has considered the above project and the associated activities and would like to state
the following;:

The project tasks coincide with the tasks of the National Strategy of Sustainable Social and Economic
Development of the Republic of Belarus for the period up to 2020, aimed to increase efficiency of use and
protection of land in the country. Implementation of the project tasks will allow testing new approaches
for the organization of environmentally sustainable agriculture and forestry in the Polesie region, based
on environment-friendly types of land use, consideration of interests of biodiversity and reduction: of
adverse human impact on the environment.

In view of the above, the Committee on Land Resources, Geodetics and Cartography supparts this project
and agrees to co-fund it in 2006-2008 in the amount equivalent to US$}171,000, }mcludmg the
development of land planning system in the Luninets District which is under way :

Chairperson
G. I. Kuznetsov
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MunucrepctBo  siecHoro  xossificrBa  Pecnybnuku  benapyce
pacemotpeno npoekr Tlporpammul  passutuss OOH wn  [mobanshoro
skonoruueckoro  ¢onna «Cosmanue ycnou#f a8 yCTORUMBOrO
(QyHKUHOHHPOBAHKA  CHCTeMBbl  BOAHO-GONOTHBEIX  0COGO  OXpaHAeMbIX
npupoaHbIX TeppuTopuit benopyccekoro Toneckn nocpescTBoOM NOBBILIEHAS
3(pPeKTHBHOCTH MX YNpaBICHHA M  COBEPINCHCTBOBAHHA  MPAKTHKH
3eMJIENO/b30OBAHMAY, BbIPAXaeT 3aHHTEPECOBAHHOCTb B €ro pealu3auuy M
MOATBEPXKAACT rOTOBHOCTH MPHHATL YYacTHE B €ro COPHHAHCHPOBAHHW Ha
NPOTSHXEHHH CPOKa peanusauuu (5 ner) B pasmepe, skBHBaNeHTHOM 403 TbIC.
noanapos CIUA. :
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Unofficial translation
MINISTRY OF FORESTRY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

To: UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Re: UHDP/GEF project

The Ministry of Forestry of the Republic of Belarus has considered the project of the UN Development
Programme and the Global Environmental facility “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area
system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management efficiency and realigned land use practices”
and expresses its interest in its implementation. It also confirms that it is ready to take part in the project
co-funding during its period (5 years) in the amount equivalent to US$ 403,000, according to the project
document.

Minister
P. M. Semashko
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) BOWAHHN TRHTUPEOOUMHNOCTIC YHICTIN B
NpoeRte sl ouRNMe yenonddt um yorolhssoro

A HIBRHIPORBIBIS CHCTIME BOVTKISOIID THLIX

FXDOO ORPREMBY wﬂw Teppuropiit
Kenopyorxoro Thnecis nocpenctaom nonsanesms
WHGRACTHRHOCTH 3IX YTIPRRIICHIN 3 CORXIIHCTRORNILE
NPERTIONE JENICTIOMEIONRIIMD

AmsnsicTpaims CTK « Moxmymads BLEOICT CBOO
KHITOPECOBAITHOCTS B VHICTHH B POAUIRLER BLEIKCYDOMAYTOLO IpoakTa [ XD

Jowm CTIK paouosand 3 OCHIOMIONM HI ooymesiix Somomx B
pevysRTare cpatoTios TOPGWIGLIX TIWB HX TUNAOPASE MEREITCALHO YXYBIBINOC
B pesyrsrare 57000 HPOIYKTHEHOCTE OSHOXOICOR 3MMCTHO CHISRURCK, H. TIPOBOAR
CEHOKOIICION JOMLKD HB OTBCACHHLIX ZCAUMX, XUINOD HE MUMST IRMCAT:
HECONOUBIMOS IVIISECTRO COMIILIX W CYNHX KOPMOD. HNLIMLBas HaRocTaToK
QcHOXDOOB Koo 8 2001y, monpoforsot xoctms Gonoto Cnoposckoe & nothes
P HoUmE © ICTIOMMOBEINON  ONGBIUENOH Toans B poymaare 6aom
OO0 CRormen0 oxoao 00 1 GONOmL 1 IBAYHESIO JKIKVBRETERK oxoss 2000
SITMETHTH, YTO HCTOVEIOBIBIIHECT POTOPHLR KOCIUIG YCIRIIHO KOCHT 58 KyCTIt ©
rourmsaoit crofust 20 2.5 o

Tans oSpeoss, CTIK «Mexmymeches BLENGKECT TOTORHOCTS YUACTROBATS
8 PONBIMIDG! BAAIDYKEOMSIONO NPOEKTH ITyteM coPramucponaitl palior 110
IEAPEEN0  MEIIOR  YOIYBImOIo CosONKOUKIONS B CYNMES,  JEHBRNCHYHON
S0 000 soummpos CLUA.

Humooncn, +ro onsrr CTIK «Meaynceser Oynet UCTIOMIORA 4 Ipysioe
KOUTOYIEMH, HCHLITLBIOUNMH HEOOCTETOK B IPOAYK THBHIX CCHOKOCKX.




Unofficial translation
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION COOPERATIVE MIZHLESSE
UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus

protected area system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management efficiency and

realigned land use practices”

The Administration of the Agricultural Coojaerative “Mezhdulesie” expresses its interest tin taking part in
the implementation of the above project.

The Agricultural Cooperative’ lands are located mainly in drained mires. Due to exhaustion of peat, soil
fertility has significantly deteriorated. Hence, productivity of hay areas has noticeably decreased. The
collective farm can make hay only in specially assigned areas; therefore it is unable to stock the required
amount of succulent and dry fodder. Because of shortage of haymaking areas, the collective in 2001 made
attempt to make hay within the Sporovsky mire in the flood bed of the Yaselda River using special
machinery. The collective successfully made hay on about 200 ha of mires, and obtained additionally
2000 tons of green material, which was used in fodder silos. It should be noted that the rotor movers were
used successfully for cutting bush with up to 2.5 cm stems.

Thus, the Agricultural Cooperative “Mezhdulesie” expresses its readiness to take part in the
implementation of the above project through co-funding of operations related to introduction of
sustainable haymaking techniques, by providing the amount equivalent to US$ 240,000.

We hope that experience of the Agricultural Cooperative “Mezhdulesie” will be used by other collective
farms which have shortages of productive hay areas.

Chairperson of SPK
M. N. Kredich
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Gy UKIDRORAPOBANAN CHCTEMRE BOIKVDOACTHIX neoBOOXPRHALMLIN NPRPOIKEN
repprtopnit Gegopreerorn  [Tonecsf  BOCPRACTHUM  IDEKINEHHA
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With reference to the earlier communication dated June 9, 2005 (ref #25-
04/13212) the Commission of the Republic of Belarus for UNESCO hereby
reiterates its support to the UNDP/GEF project "Catalyzing sustainability of the
wetland protected area system in Belarusian Polesic through increased
managcment efficiency and realigned land use practices”.

Al the moment UNESCO is developing a regional project on “Establishment
of a Transboundary Biosphere Reserve and a Regional Ecological Network in
Polesie”, with three bencficiary countries - Belarus, Poland and Ukraine.

The above UNESCO project, to be implemented in October 2005 -
Scptember 2007, is cxpected to assist in enhancing the sustainability of Polesie
biodiversity by establishing an econetwork of most valuable biodiversity sites in
the region and creating a transboundary biosphere reserve.

We believe that the activities of both projects successfully complement each
other and their realization will have considerable synergetic effect for
improvement of nature conservation and sustainable development of Tegion. Thus,
USD 50,000 of the UNESCO project will be used as co-ﬁnancmg toward .the
proposed UNDP/GEF project in Belarus.

Uladzimir Shchasny
Chairman

United Nations Office in Belarus

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus
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O noodepaexe npoesma +(ordane  yeaonit OxR
VOMOTNIEON (PYHKHNORUPORINIS CUCTIEMS! 800N~
(RIOMINEX  NPHPOONB  meppumopuil  Beaopyeexkeso
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Moacooknit pervon ssumaet oxoao 42% veppwiopun beaapycw v »
HacTomnoe  BpeMa  obecnicunEacT DPOWIRBOJCTEG  NPAKTHHECKN  TROBORHMY
CEALEKOXOMSATTRCHHON HPOAY KRN,

B 1epion wecennero notosonsy Goraveifinue senin noftmi peku Hiphnsty
M HACEACHRAC NYHKTR (0MTH OKCTOINO  (OABCPIGICICA HTOIICHIIO. “eM
HAHOCHTCA “taumtennil yinepl Hapomsomy xosaficiey. Cpeguemuoronerimie
roaose vinepBsl uapomsosmy XOMACTRY [loaccan OUCRMBAIOTCS 8 137.5 sau.
pySacit A nenax 1991 rosa, TTooToMy JauiMTa HICCACHHMX NYHKTOB, obuex1on
UHPPACTPYRIYPH M CEILCKOXOIRRCTREHHLIX  WMCHL B NoaeceroM  periose
FRIRCTCH HOKHBIM B HOOTAOKHMM eaoM. Ha OCHOBIRHE PACHCTOS YPOBRHIIOID
peknma P TipHnnin, JAHHKMX HEYYHO-TEXMHUECKHX HECICAOBAHKHT NPOIINKIX NeT
YCTANORIIRHO, “TO B KACTORIIEE RPCMX TpeliyioT JaminThl 226 Baceaennuix
nynwros n 211,15 reic, Fa 3eMeis, 1A RpomHBacT oxano 111 ruc. wHTened, B TOM
apoe wosone saronacnus 22,2 rue. wurenet.

13 cror wpema Gnin paspaforan NPOCKT HHACHCDHMX MEPONPHAIMA NO
WU IE OF IATONNCHNIA H Menropann nofisen p. [Tpunstar wa veppuTopnu bCCP




(1977), KOTOpHN HANCHANOCH CTUIOWNOS OBsanosanwe nodmm pexn Flpunste. B
AOCACAYIOWING TOAM €  DOXYHCHHEM HOBMX 3HaMKi - of KOO HMECKOR
SHANHMOCTH  BOARO-GOCTOTHMX yronmit Tloaecht it HOBBIX METOA0B 3AWEHTH O
NARO/IKOR parpaboraia HOBAN NPOTHRONABOAKORAN HPOTPaMMA,
NPeIYCMATPHBMOIIE  YCTPORCTSO  AOKAALHLIX JaM6 no 3ammre Hailonee
HIBUHMBIX TEPPHTOPHE AN8 CMMCKOXOINHCTOCHHBX 3EMEND H HACCACHHMX MXCT.

3 wacromuee spems PYT1 "Benrunposoaxos”, ocnoswolt paspafiorunk
NPOIPAMMLL, COBMECTHO © Ixcnepramu npoexra OP-TIPOOH no Tonecuio
HAYHMIIN BUSMOKHOCTH KOPPEKTHPOBKM MCPOIPHATHH NPOTPaMML AAN CHHKEHHE
H NPCAVTRPRILICHIA HETHTHBHOTO WIHAHUR NPATHRONAROAKOBLIX MCPOHPHATHIT HA
COCTOAHME IKOCHCTEM HanHuMX GonoT ¥ nofimut p.lipunsts. bhism NpUHITH
pelicHnA 0 KOPPCKTHPOBKS MCCTONMVIONCHNN aaMm0, oupeaciela BOBMOXHOCTE
KOMILICKCHOTO  NCROALIORIHHY . PRAB  NONRACPHEIX MCAHOPATHEHDLIX CHOTEM,
PACTIOAOKCHHEIX B nofiMe plIpUNgTH, HTO MOIBOAKT THIMXICARHO YAYHWNTS C
OIMOH CTOPOHBL YCIOBHA /U1 YHHKAABHOTO GHONOMMYCCKOIO PasHONOPIIHA # ¢
ApYroi - yeTollanso HCNOABIONITL JAHHLIC TCPPHTOPHY LA HYKA CCARCKONO
xomficrea.

VUHTHBAE  BRIUCHYVIOKEHHOC, KOHUCPH «BOAMEIHOBOAXOM  BLIPAKECT
NOICPXKY HCHAM BpockTs wCoxpanense W YCTORUHBOE YNPBRICHHE PCrHOHOM
[lonechs  DOCPEACTROM  MMTETDAUNK  HHTEPECOS  TAODANBHO  IHANANOIO
SHOPASHOOOPAHR B XIMARCTHERHYID JERTEALHOCTD HA KNOUCBUIX TCPPHIOPHAKD,
3 TaKKe cornaces codHHaNcHpomuTe 3 paxiuHmxX popwax paborm no ero
peaTIALHE B cyMse, anraientholi 7487 san. sonnapos CHIA. sxnouas
WIPATI HA CTPOHTEABCTBO XOTOMCIBCKONO IRPCIYCRD.

b.A.Craoposny

H.0. Npeacenarean xonucpns -




Unofficial translation

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
STATE CONCERN ON CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF LAND-RECLAMATION
AND WATER SYSTEM BELMELIOVODKHOZ

UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus

Re: On support of the project “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area system in
Belarusian Polesie through increased management efficiency and realigned land use gractiges” and
participation in its implementation

The Polesie region occupies about 42% of the Belarusian territory, and currently it produces in fact half of
the total agricultural output.

During spring flood season, the rich land located within the Pripyat River flood valley as well as
populated centres are flooded almost every year, which causes significant damage to the national
economy. The average annual damage to the national economy calculated over an extended period of time
is estimated at 137.5 million roubles in prices of 1991. Therefore, protection of populated centres,
infrastructure facilities and agricultural land in the Polesie region is an essential and urgent issue. Data
related to calculated water level conditions of the Pripyat River as well as data of scientific and technical .
surveys performed in the past have shown that currently 226 populated centres and 211,115 ha of land
with the population of about 111,000 people, including 22,200 people living within the flooded areas,
require protection.

In the past, a project of engineering actions as developed which was meant to protect the Pripyat River
flood valley against flooding and reclamation activities in the former Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic
(1977). This project provided for all-round dyking of the Pripyat River flood valley. Later on, when new
knowledge about environmentally significance of Polesie wetlands and new methods for protection
against floods were obtained, a new anti-flood programme was drafted, providing for the organization of
local dams to protect the most essential agricultural lands and populated cetres.

Currently, the Republican Unitary Enterprise “Belgiprovodkhoz”, the main designer of the programme,
together with the experts of the GEF/UNDP project on the Polesie region, have studied opportunities for
adjustment of the programme activities to reduce and prevent adverse impact of anti-flood activities on
the ecosystem in the fern mires and the Pripyat River flood valley. Decisions were made to adjustment the
location of dams; opportunities were determined for a comprehensive use of polder land-reclamation
systems located within the Pripyat River flood valley, which will significantly improve the conditions for
the unique biodiversity, on one hand, and will allow sustainable use of these areas for rural development,
on the other hand.

Taking into consideration the above, the Concern “Belmeliovodkhoz” expresses its support for the goals
of the project “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area system in Belarusian Polesie
through increased management efficiency and realigned land use practices”, and agrees to provide co-
funding, in different types, the work for the project implementation in the amount equivalent to US$
7.487 million, including costs related to the construction of Khotomel water bypass.

Acting Chairperson of the Concern
B. A. Sidorovich
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Unofficial translation

BREST OBLAST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus

Re.: Participation in the international technical assistance project

The Brest Oblast Executive Committee has considered and supported the proposals on the
implementation of the UN Development Program — Global Environmental Facility project “Catalyzing
sustainability of the wetland protected area system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management
efficiency and realigned land use practices”.

Of special importance for the Polesie region is the development of the environmental tourism
infrastructure in the middle Pripyat River stretches and in the areas adjacent to the Sporovsky and Zvanets
natural reserves (Luninets, Pinsk, Stolin, Drogichin and Bereza Districts).

We hereby confirm our readiness to take part in the implementation of activities within the proposed
project and perform work amounting to US$ 50,000 equivalent through the current Oblast (region)
programmes for 2006-2010.

Deputy Chairperson
Brest Oblast Executive Committee
L. A. Tsuprik
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Unofficial translation

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT OF BELARUS
NATIONAL UNITARY OPERATION AND CONSTRUCTION
ENTERPRISE “DNEPR-BUG WATERWAY”

UN Office in the Republic of Belarus

Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection of Belarus

protected area system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management efficiency and
realigned land use practices”

Belarusian Polesie region concentrates unique natural values of Europe and of the world. The Pripyat
River (including its flood valley) is part of the Republican Reserve “Middle Pripyat” and a tourist area.
One of the main components of the project is the development of tourism infrastructure in the project
area, ‘

Currently, the programme for development of tourism in the Republic of Belarus for 2006-2010 is being
developed. The main support centres of environmental tourism are located in the network of the existing
national parks and natural reserves.

In view of the above, the Republican Unitary Operation and Construction Enterprise “Dnepr-Bug
Waterway” expresses its interest in the implementation of the UNDP/GEF project “Catalyzing
sustainability of the wetland protected area system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management
efficiency and realigned land use practices” and confirms its readiness to take part in the co-funding of
the project throughout its period (5 years), in the amount equivalent to US$ 20,000 in conformity with the
project document.

Yours sincerely,
Director
I. M. Kievets
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Dear Ms. Olofinskaya,

managemen i ractices"

Jointly with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of
Belarus, UNDP country office has developed a full-size project proposal to the Global
Environment Facility on conservation and sustainable management of biodiversity in
the unique wetland area of Polesie. The project is aimed at enhancing management
efficiency of reserves and integration of biodiversity concerns into main areas of
economic activity that occur in and around wetland reserves.

Environmental sustainability has always been one of UNDP's priorities in
cooperation with the Government of Belarus, as the country has managed to retain
virtually intact landscapes and habitats that harbor some of the world's finest - and
most threatened - biodiversity, like the Aquatic Warbler or Greater Spotted Eagle.
Therefore, UNDP Belarus fully supports the proposed GEF initiative in Polesie ecoregion.

In line with the Country Cooperation Framework 2001-2005, UNDP Belarus since
2002 has been supporting an initiative of NGO APB-BirdLife Belarus on Integrated
Management of Key Biodiversity Sites in Polesie (Zvanets, Sporovsky, Dikoe). The project
will be implemented till 2006 and it is fully complementary to the proposed UNDP/GEF
initiative. Backed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
and co-funded by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (UK) on a cost-sharing
basis with UNDP, the project is aimed at establishing protected area management units
at Zvanets and Sporovo reserves, implementation of hydrological rehabilitation works
at the three sites, establishing hydrological and biodiversity monitoring plots. In

general, the project contributs to improved environmental awareness of the local
communities throughout Polesie.

Ms. Nataly Olofinskaya

UNDP/GEF Regional Biodiversity Coordinator a.i.
UNDP, Europe and the CIS

Bratislava Regional Centre

Byn. Kipasa, 17, Minck, Benapyco, 220030 1an: (375-17) 227-4876 ¢akc: (375-17) 226-0340 fo.blr@undp.org www.un.minsk.by/undp/
17, Kirov st., Minsk, Belarus, 220030 Tel: (375-17) 227-4876 Fax: (375-17) 226-0340 fo.blr@undp.org www.un.minsk.by/undp/



Given the above, the UNDP/APB-Birdlife project complements the proposed
UNDP/GEF project in Polesie and could be considered as co-financing to GEF resources.
The above components of the UNDP/APB-Birdlife project specifically contribute to the
implementation of the UNDP/GEF project outcomes 1 and 2 related to improved
management effectiveness of the wetland reserves and diminished impact of adjacent
agricultural areas on the reserves. The positive experience of reserve management unit
establishment and hydrological rehabilitation of wetlands will be scaled up within the
proposed GEF project to other key areas in Polesie and - through planned
environmental policy and legal framework amendments - to the entire country.

The UNDP co-financing to the proposed UNDP/GEF project will amount to
US$ 155,000 (with US$ 132,000 contributed to the PDF-B stage) through the above
UNDP initiative, which would allow for establishment of an enhanced framework for
biodiversity conservation in Belarus.

Looking forward to our cooperation on this application.

Yours sincerely,

Cihan Sultanoglu

UN Resident Coordinator
UNDP Resident Representative
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Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu Tel: 01767 680551
UNDP Resident Representative in Belarus Fax: 01767 692365
17 Kirov Street (6th Floor) DX 47804 SANDY

www.rspb.org.uk

Minsk 220000
Belarus
09 June 2005

RE: UNDP/GEF Project “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area system in Belarusian Polesie
through increased management efficiency and realigned land use practices”

Dear Ms. Sultanoglu

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) exists to conserve wild birds and their environments. We
are the UK partner of the global organisation BirdLife International, and work both within the United
Kingdom and in close collaboration with other BirdLife Partners throughout Europe.

The RSPB recognises the international value of Belarusian biodiversity and has been privileged to support
nature conservation projects in Belarus for the last eight years. One of our key contributions to environmental
sustainability in the country has been a joint project with Darwin Initiative and UNDP Belarus to develop and
implement management plans for key reserves of Belarusian Polesie, which harbor internationally important
wetland biodiversity. To expand on the above efforts, the RSPB has been actively participating in the
preparatory PDF-A and B stages of the UNDP/GEF Polesie project, by providing our profound conservation
expertise to help improve project design and strategy.

In view of the above, I am happy to confirm our commitment to contribute US$ 122,000 of funding (both in-
kind and monetary) over the duration of the above full-size UNDP/GEF project.

We look forward to working closely with the other project partners to ensure the unique and globally
important habitats and biodiversity of Belarusian Polesie are conserved for the benefit of future
generations.

Yours sincerely

i t
Alistair Gammell
Director, International Operations

Bi;‘.)d%ife
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Ms, Cihan Sultanoglu
UNDP Resident Representative in
Belarus

Dear Ms. Sultanoglu,

RE: UNDP/GEF Project “Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland
protected area system in Belarusian Polesie through increased management
efficiency and realigned land use practices”

On behalf of the Government of Belarus and, in my capacity as GEF
Operational Focal Point, I hereby endorse the above mentioned Full Size Project
proposal, to be presented through the UNDP to the Global Environment Facility.

Being a party to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN
Convention to Combat Desertification and Land Degradation, Belarus bears great
responsibility for ensuring conservation and sustainability of the country's unique
biological, ecosystem and landscape diversity. Thus, the UNDP/GEF project
complies well with the national priorities insomuch as it helps the country fulfill its
international  environmental obligations. Designated to coordinate the
implementation of the above Conventions, the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection has been involved in the project preparation at all stages.

Belarusian Government sets high priority on the conservation of the country's
valuable biodiversity, which depends largely on the national network of nature
protected areas. The network currently covers around 7.6% of the country's territory,
and the Government plans to expand it to around 9% by 2015. However, there is a
growing understanding within the Ministry that mere expansion of the protected
areas system is not enough to ensure sustainable management of the nation's
biological resources. There is a clear need for upgrading the network of protected
areas, particularly wetland reserves which represent the bulk of the system, as well as
for integration of biodiversity conservation objectives into main economic practices,
including agriculture, land use, forestry, and flood defense.

Therefore, the Ministry believes that the present UNDP/GEF project will
significantly contribute to improvement of the national environmental policy through
targeted interventions in the Polesie region for subsequent scaling up throughout the



whole country. In view of the above, the Ministry confirms that USD 396 000 will
be spent on co-financing of the activities within the above UNDP/GEF project as
described in the project documents.

Yours sincereIW

Vasiliy Podolyako
GEF Operational Focal Point
First Deputy Minister



