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I. Overview

A. Description

B. Ratings and Disbursements

C. Key Dates

Project name
Implementation of the National Biosafety Mechanism in the Kyrgyz Republic in accordance with the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety

Country
Kyrgyz Republic

GEF ID
10813

Implementing  Agency
FAO

Executing Entity
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ecology and Technical 
Supervision

Trust Fund
GET

Project  Type
MSP

PIR Submission
9/5/2025

Fiscal Year , PIR Number
 FY 2025 ,  2nd PIR 

Objective
To provide technical guidance and assistance for the implementation of the regulatory framework on 
biosafety at the national level, including the establishment of administrative systems and institutional 
arrangements, such as laboratories for LMO detection and human resource capacities

Implementation Progress
Satisfactory

Development Objective
Satisfactory

Overall risk
Low Risk

Project Financing
1,645,250.00

Cumulative Disbursement
1,347,539.24

CEO Endorsement/Approval
6/9/2022 

Agency Approval
3/30/2022 
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II. PROGRESS STATUS AND ISSUES 

A. Progress: Information on progress and outcomes of project implementation activities

In the period of August 2024 to June 2025, several important documents were prepared and signed in support 
of the ongoing biosafety initiatives in the Kyrgyz Republic:

1) Law on Biological Safety in the Kyrgyz Republic. On 25 January 2025, the President of the Kyrgyz 
Republic approved the Law on Biological Safety, which incorporates key provisions from the Cartagena 
Protocol on Biosafety. However, the current law does not yet address all aspects stipulated in the Protocol. To 
bridge these gaps, CAREC is working on developing additional regulations to ensure comprehensive 
alignment with the Cartagena Protocol’s requirements.

2) Letter of Agreement (LoA) with Kyrgyzstandard. An LoA was signed with Kyrgyzstandard on 22 August 
2024. Initially, this agreement was intended to be concluded with the Ministry of Water Resources, 
Agriculture, and Processing Industry, under whose authority two key laboratories were planned to be 
equipped with GMO detection and identification materials as part of the project. Unfortunately, the Ministry 
indicated that it was not possible for them to take on this responsibility. Consequently, Kyrgyzstandard was 
selected as a partner due to its existing capacity, including qualified staff and laboratory infrastructure, 
making it a suitable institution to implement Component 2 of the project.

2) LoA with CAREC. The LoA was signed with CAREC on 27 November 2024. Under this agreement, the 
FAO project team was transferred to CAREC to continue project implementation. However, as stipulated in 
the LoA provisions, FAO specialists cannot be subsequently employed by the executing agency to avoid 
conflicts of interest. A lengthy discussion and justification process ensued to demonstrate that the project was 
highly specialized and that no equivalent expertise existed in-country to replace the FAO staff. Following this 
justification, the previous FAO project team was officially transferred to CAREC, ensuring the continuity of 
project activities.

3) LoA with the Biotechnology Institute of NAS KR. An LoA was signed with the Biotechnology Institute on 
27 November 2024. Nevertheless, project activities under this agreement have experienced delays. Currently, 
work is underway to prepare an additional agreement to extend the duration of the LoA and enable completion 
of the pending activities.

4) UN2UN Agreement with UNOPS. A UN2UN agreement was signed with UNOPS on 12 March 2025, 
following approval from the Project Steering Committee on 22 July 2024. The agreement was finalized with 
the signature of Deputy Minister Amangeldiev, representing the Ministry of Natural Resources, Ecology, and 
Technical Supervision.

Implementation Start
8/1/2022

First Disbursement
3/27/2023

Expected MTR
4/30/2024

Actual MTR

Expected Completion
2/1/2027

Actual Completion
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Together, these legal and institutional arrangements establish a solid framework for implementing biosafety 
measures in the Kyrgyz Republic, supporting the country’s commitments under the Cartagena Protocol and 
enhancing national capacities for GMO detection, regulation, and risk management.

B. Challenges: Information on challenges of project implementation activities
One of the principal challenges hindering the effective and timely implementation of project activities has 
been the recurrent restructuring within the government. These frequent organizational and administrative 
changes, particularly the repeated reshuffling of executive leadership across all ministries, have significantly 
disrupted continuity, delayed decision-making processes, and impeded the consistent execution of project 
plans. The resulting institutional instability has made it difficult to maintain the stable process, align priorities, 
and ensure sustained collaboration among key stakeholders throughout the current  project activities

C. Stakeholder Engagement
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D. Gender Equality
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E. Knowledge Management
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III: Minor Amendments 

CONTEXT

Result Framework

Components and 
Cost

Institutional And 
Implementation 
Arrangements

Financial 
Management 

Implementation 
Schedule

Executing Entity

Executing Entity 
Category

Minor Project 
Objective Change

Safeguards

Risk Analysis

Increase of GEF 
Financing up to 5%

Co-Financing

Location of Project 
Activity  

others

IV: Geographic Coordinates of Project  Activities 

Location Name Latitude Longitude GeoName ID

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 42.882004 74.582748

Location Description:

Activity Description:

Location Name Latitude Longitude GeoName ID

Osh, Kyrgyzstan 40.513996 72.816101
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Location Description:

Activity Description:

V. ANNEX 

Uploaded Document 

Document Category
M and E Document

Title
GEFID10813_2025PIR_FAO_KyrgyzRepublic


